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T.ONw;    1,1  VK   TFfK    KMI'Knoit. 

Vui.U'V.  Si  iniDANT  H.\i:hv  Ntuod  iicar  ij,,. 
BoylNioii  Sirci'i  nitiaiir..  to  the  Knis,  his  ouul. 
toward  the  liiiiidrcd  and  litU'«'H  acrt'S  of  jiurk 
land  wliiih  it  \va>  Ids  duty  to  «;iiaid,  his  '^tuul 
natmed  Luo  <>versju«'ad  hy  a  sniih-,  as  h.- 
watcla'd  a  yoiuiir  Jadv  iakin<'  a  hievclu  lesson 
ill  a  soiliidfd    walk   <>n   his   left. 

'riif  young  lady  approaciied  tjie  nuuhino 
hi'ld  In-  her  instiiictiir  as  if  it  were  a  horse, 
then  8i)rin<rin<r  nindily  on  it,  Iht  feature.^  In- 
eanie  ric,'id  with  anxiety  as  she  foun<l  that  li.'i 
steed  would  ni'ither  ^o  on  nor  stand  still. 

Her  heroie  .«,nai»plini,'s  an<l  wiestlinirs  with 
it,  her  wild  <;yrations  to  and  fro  in  tht;  walk, 
while  her  teaeher  (hi>hed  niadlv  after  her,  were 
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SO  liulicious  tliiit  lilt'  siM'ncaiit.  iiltliougli  lie 
Wiis  well  used  U)  such  spectiiclcs,  \v;is  ohlitj^ed 
lo  turn  iiwuy  to  eoiieciil  llie  broad  grin  that 
overs]»ivad   his  couulenaiu'e. 

The  ii(;xt  object  of  liis  attention  was  a  Gor- 
don setter  who  was  <'avlv  trottiu'T  into  the 
park,  but  who,  on  catching  tlie  sergeant's  eye, 
at  onee  changed  his  ha[»py -go-lucky  demeanor 
lor  a  sjuiltv  shaniblinir  irait. 

"What  ai'e  you  «Ioing  here,  Mr.  Orniistead's 
dog?"  said  the  sergeant  in  a  stern  voice,  as 
lie  glanced  at  the  animal's  collar.  "Where's 
your  escort  ?  *' 

The  setter  immediately  prostrated  himself  on 
the  ground,  but  his  humble  attitude  was  belied 
by  the  roguish  don't-care  expression  of  the  eyes 
he  rolled  u})  at  the  guardian  of  the  law. 

The  sergeant  waved  his  hand  at  him.  "Get 
home  with  you.  You  know  you  can't  run 
loose  here.  What  would  the  ducks  and  the 
cats  say  to  you;  or  rather,  what  would  you 
say  to  them  ?  "' 

The  dog  was  not  ready  to  give  in.  He 
extended  the   tip  of  a  very  })ink   tongue,  and 
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niL'i'kly  lie-kod  tlic   tip  of  tlio   srro-oiiia's  sliiiiv 

i)(lOl. 

"No  ii()iis(3iis(3  HOW,"  said  the  man  tirmlv. 
'•Von  caiTt,  liuinhiiL;'  inc.  and  vun  undc.'isiand 
tliat  as  well  a.s  a  ( 'hrisiian.  {U\u  ln.nu-  wiili 
you." 

'Hie  do,iT  sprmiir  u]),  rcsunicd  I, is  caivlcss  air, 
iind  trotted  cabnly  iVoni  the  paik  l.y  tlui  road- 
way tiiion<>Ii    wliieli   lie   had  eonie. 

Tlie  sero-eant  sauntered  on.      It  was  a  charni- 
iiig  Septeniher  niorniuo-.      1 1,;  niet  a  i'ew  petles 
trians  and  many  nurses  and  cliildren.      It   was 
yet   rather  eai-ly   in    tiie    day   for   tiie    earriai^re 
people  to  be  out. 

A  sueeession  of  angry  chihli.sh  shrieks  made 
him  suddenly  wheel  round,  and  look  in  the 
direction  from  whieli  lie  had  come.  Two 
nurses  and  two  children  stood  by  the  stone 
seats  near  the  group  of  bronze  tigures  erected 
to  the  memory  of  John   Boyle   O'lJeillv. 

The  sergeant  strolled  slowly  ba.dv  to  them. 
One  of  the  luirses  bent  over  a  little  girl  who 
was  sobbing  violently,  and  was  stamjung  her 
foot  at  a  foreign-looking  lad  with  a  pale  face, 
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who  stood  at  a  little  distance!  tVoin  iier.  His 
iiursu,  or  attendant.  For  in;  was  rather  too  old 
u  child  to  come  entirely  nnder  a  nursery  >v- 
ll'nnc,  supported  him  by  her  presence,  anil  would 
iiave  taken  his  hand  in  hers  if  he  had  not 
<lrawn  it  from  her. 

"And  sure   you've    iiurt   her  this    tinu;   with 
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your    murderin     rrenchy    temper,       exchiinuM 
the  little   mvW   nurse,   lookino-  away   from   her 
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hatein"  you  ouirht  to  haye.     Come  now,  tell  us 
what  you   were  after  a-doiiior  to  her?"' 

'•*  lie  took  me  i)y  the  arm  and  the  leg,  and 
he  sweeped  the  ground  with  me,"  cried  the 
little  girl  peeping  at  him  from  between  her 
fingers. 

'•Och,  the  young  yillain,""  interrupted  her 
nurse,  "and  did  you?" 

The  boy  shrugged  his  shoulders.  "  Yes,  it 
is  true  ;  but  afterwards   I  embraced  her." 

"By  the  soul  of  loye,  but  you"re  the  queer 
boy,"'  responded  the  nurse  warmly;  "and  it"s 
the  likes  of  you  makes  the 
they 
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the  liair  of  our  heads,  and  tlieii  makt-  il  ii})  wiih 
a  — I'm  soriy  for  ye,  lue  dear  —  Had  link 
to  yv." 

"IIusli  now,  IJridgel,"  inierixxsed  the  seeoiui 
nurse,  steppin-,'  nearer  tlie  boy.  "Wait  till  von 
iiear  the  rights  of  this.  Tell  us  now,  Masier 
Eugene,  what  did   Virgie  do  to  vou?" 

The  boy's  ayes  thished;  but  he  said  (juietly 
enough,  "Would  you  have  me  a  talebearer? 
What  would  my  grandfatiier  say?  Ask  the 
child"' —  and  lie  [)ointed  to  tlie  still  sobbing 
Virgie  with  fis  grand  an  air  as  if  he  were  really 
tlie  niau  that  he   ft'lt  liiinself  lo  be. 

"He  h-h-hurt  my  pealings,"  wai'ed  Virgie 
disniallv. 

"  Your  pealings;  it's  feelings  you  mean,  r..se 
of  my  heart,"  said  her  nuise,  drawing  the  ehild 
nearer  to  her.  "Tell  your  good  IJridget  what 
you  did  to  the  nauglity  boy." 

The  little  girl,  for  some  reason  or  other,  was 
siiy  about  confessing  the  provocation  that  she 
had  given  her  playmate :  but  her  nurse,  whose 
curiosity  had  been  aroused,  was  determined  to 
extract    a   confession    fi'om    lier,    and    adroitly 
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nnule  use  ot  tlic  pit'seiico  (il  llu;  sc'i^ciiiil,  wiiu 
liiul  In'   this  time  iUTisctl  (Hi   llic  scene. 

"See,  lovie  ilove,""  she  inuniiuied  in  llie 
eliild's  ear,  "  lieie's  a  great  hig  monster  of  a 
polieeman,  and  he's  hiokiiiLJ'  at  \e.  Tell  liim 
sharp."' 

The  little  girl  shuddert'd,  hid  iier  face  in 
lier  nurse's  hreast,  and  whispered,  '*  J  'suited 
iiis  reni[ieror.'' 

"And  \'ou  sei'ved  him  right."  said  Bridget. 
" 'I'he  gras[iing  old  frog-eater.  If  I  had  a  child 
that  \vorshi[)ped  his  bones,  it's  shutting  him 
up  in  prison  Td  be  after  doing  till  he  learned 
better  sense,"'  and  she  made  a  vindictive  ges- 
ture in  Eugene's  direction. 

Her  nurse's  championship  restored  courage 
to  the  breast  of  the  little  girl;  and  sli[)ping 
from  her  knee,  slu'  jumped  inmbly  to  the  stone 
seat  beside  them,  and  stretched  out  l)olh  her 
tinv  hands  toward  the  noble  head  carved  above 


ler. 


"I  'suited  him,"  she  cried,  tossing  back  her 
curls  from  her  flushed  rosy  cheeks,  "I  made 
a  face  at  him   like*  this."  and   she  screwed  up 
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her  little  visao-e  in  a  dele.slable  j,'i-imuce,  •■and 
I  said.  •  lMi|trt'iu',  I  luile  y<»ur  old  reinperor :  ' 
then    he  s\vee[)ed   iiie  over  tiie   L;r(miid." 

A  slight  Hush  ()vei\s[)read  llu-  h(>\  "s  [»ale  face, 
Iml  lit'  did  iioi  dewy  the  accusation. 

"  Well,  now,  Virg-ie  A[anuiiii4',"  said  the  l)o\  "s 
nuisc  in  a  severe  maimer,  ••that  was  real 
mean  in  you.  You're  only  a  little  girl,  hui 
you  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  yourself  to  taunt 
a  little  l)oy  that  sets  such  store  by  his  em[)e- 
ror.  Look  at  here,  orhcer,"'  and  she  ap[K'aled 
to  the  sergeant;  ••  you've  often  .>eeii  us  in  lhe>e 
Fens.  This  little  boy,"  and  she  pointed  lo 
Eugene,  ••is  Fi'ench,  and  he's  got  sut'h  a  lovi' 
for  f(. reign  things  that  you  can't  get  it  out  of 
iiim.  lie  justs  worshi[)s  the  emperor.  I  don't 
rightly  know  which  one  it   was"  — 

••His  majesty,  the  great  Napoleon,  the 
greatest  empeior  the  world  has  ever  seen." 
munnured  the  boy,  lifting  his  ca[)  with  an  in- 
(U'scrlbable  mingling  of  reverence  and  o-iaee. 

•'He  hasn't  any  brothers  or  sisters  or  father 
or  mother,"  continued  the  nurse,  '-and  his 
grandfather's    nearly   always    away;    and    ever 
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since  lie  ua>  ;i  litllf  iVllou  In-  li-lN  me  he's 
Iteeii  Used  lo  lakiii^'  lii>  meals  wiili  ilu'  piciuic 
(if  tliis  emiteior  i»i()[tpe(l  anaiii>l  tin-  su^ar-howl ; 
and  lie  (leclaics  liial  litis  siatoo,  or  li^^j^'er,  or 
ulialever  you  call  it.  is  like  llie  jilioltigiai))!, 
ami  lie  just  worsliips  il:  and  if  he  sous  any 
one  leaniii*^  jii^'ainst  tiiis  shih,  or  thiowint;' 
stones  near  il,  il  just  makes  liini  erazy:  and 
Vir^de  knows  ii,  and  slie  does  it  to  lease  him  ; 
and  it  ain't  his  fault  if  lie  struck  her  or  what- 
ever he  did."  and  the  i-irl  threw  a  sjlanee  of 
deliance  at   the  other  nurse. 

The  serireant  smiled  amiablv.  Anionof  liis 
multifarious  duties  he  was  (juite  well  aeeiis- 
tomed  to  heini,'-  called  on  to  aet  us  urhiler  in 
disputes  iietween  yoimn'  nuisery -maids  or  be- 
tween their  charq"es  :  and  being  somewhat  of  a 
philosopiier.  he  was  well  adapted  for  the  olliee. 

'I'he  lirst  thing  lie  usually  did  was  to  give 
the  [)arties  engaged  in  controversy  time  to  get 
cool  while  he  went  off  on  a  side  issue;  so  he 
said,  in  a  delibeiate  fashion,  "According  to  my 
humble  opinion,  if  I  \\as  called  i  [)on  suddenly 
for  it.  I  should  sav  that  there   isn't  much   re- 
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st'iiibliiiic'L'  buLwt'uii  John  lioyle  O'Ki'illy  and 
the  J?rt'iit  lloiiiijiiiito.  In  tlic  first  phicc.  ( Jluilly 
never  ust'(l  a  razor  on  liis  iip|K'i'  lip;  and  1  nut'>s 
tlie  greiil  I>onaiiarte  did,  jndn'ini;"  In'  liis  [»iu- 
tures.  IIow  do  you  L,'el  over  that,  son'/ "and 
}ie  directed  liis  attention  to  tlie  small  boy  in  a 
|iaternal  way. 

Eugene  looked  up  adorinL,dy  at  tlu^  silent 
face  above  them,  and  spoke  in  a  chokinL;'  voice. 
"I  have  talked  over  the  affair  with  Monsieur 
my  grandfather.  lie  agrees  with  me  that  there 
is  a  slight  resend)lance.  Perhaps  after  the 
noble  martyr  went  to  St.  Helena  he  was  not 
allowed  the  use  of  a  razor.  Those  abominable 
English  "'  — 

His  utterance  failed  him  to  such  a  det-rce 
that  the  sergeaiu  stared  curiously  at  him. 
W-^.s  it  possible  that  this  small  boy  was  shaken 
wi:Ji  emotion  over  the  sufferings  of  the  ambi- 
tious and  despotic  arbiter  of  men's  destinies 
wlio  was  so  long  since  dead? 

Yes,  it  was  —  the  boy  was  in  earnest. 

"Do  you  believe  in  my  emperor?  ""  he  asked, 
turning  seriously  to  the  sergeant. 
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••  W't'H,  I  don't  know,"  said  tlit-  olliri'i  diyly. 
"  I  our  Miy  allcn-iaiict',  us  I  .snj.|)o.se  you'd  call 
it,  lo  our  I'l'L'sidcnt,  to  the  Connnonwculih  of 
Massat'liusetts,  and  to  tlio  j^rcat  Aniciican 
I'nion.  However.  I  can  say  I  hclieve  in  Nii- 
I'olfon   to   this  extent  —  I    helieve   lie   lived." 

••  ir  yon  insult  him."  said  the  hoy  o-ravely, 
''you  are  my  enemy.  I  worshi])  hjiu.  I.oiil;- 
live  the  emperor — his  memory  will  nevei'  die:" 
and  his  lips  moved  softly  while  he  again  lifted 
his  little  ca[)  from   his  \\vm\. 

Tilt'  seigeaiil  said  nothing,  hut  glanced  at 
the  two  nui'ses.  who  had  forgotten  their  dis- 
pute and  were  chatting  andahly. 

'"Conie,  Master  Eugene,"  said  his  nurse,  "we 
nuist  l)e  n-oiiu''.'" 

The  sergeant  ste})ped  haek ;  and  the  little 
girl,  who  had  been  jealously  watching  him 
while  he  talked  to  Eugene,  took  his  [)laee. 

'■•  I'm  sorry  I  made  naughty  faces  at  your 
rem})eror,"  she  said  poutingly.     "Kiss  me,  Eu- 


gene. 


The  boy  did  not  kiss  her,  and   he    made  no 
apologies  for  his  own  conduct.    ''I  pardon  you," 


A".V''   /./I'/-;  ////;  i:Mpi:/,-ni!, 
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lu'  s;ii,I  r;ilinl\  :  aii-l  li,.  <1i<.i.imm1  i!,,.  j.ink  tiii.^^cr.s 

that     sllU     L'XIcIkI.'.I     I,.     liiiH.         "Will      vnll     j,;iVf 

the  kindness  to  jnoiiiL'iKKlr  with  voiir  iiiirs*' /  I 
wish  to  talic  to  this  L;viitlfiniiii  —  if  I  am  j.ci- 
itiitted:"  and  h.-  turned  i,.  the  ser<^canl,  wlio 
was  furiously  <rna\vin,Lr  I'is  mustache  to  kef|( 
from  lauL^diiiiL;-  at   tlu-   l.ov's  ,-i'own-ui.  air. 

Tho  two  nurses  and  the  little  -ill  strolled 
OH  ahead,  while  the  sergeant  and  the  hoy  fol- 
lowed  liiern. 

Eugene  had  reeovered  his  composure.  ••  What 
admirable  weather,"  he  said,  dreamily  watching 
the  Ucecy  clouds  floating  across  the  hlui-  skv. 
*'I  am  glad  tliat  my  grandfather  says  I  am 
to  stay  out-of-doors  all  the  time,  and  not  "-o 
to  school." 

''Doesn't  ^•our  grandfather  heiieve  in 
schools'/"  asked  the  ser"-eant. 

"No,  Mr.  Ofiicer,  not  in  the  kind  you  liave 
here,"  said  tho  boy  wearily.  -Tiiis  is  what  it 
Avas  like  — I  had  my  Incakfast,  and  went  to  a 
hot  room  where  boys  and  girls  sat  in  rows. 
I  bent  over  books  for  an  hour  or  two,  then 
there  was  a  play-time  for  a  lew  minutes  only, 
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iittcr  it  nunc  >tii<lv  until  liiiicli-tiiiu'.  A  tVw 
lmrri»Ml  iiKiiitlit'iils  of  t'tMid  I  not  at  lioiiif.  tlifn 
I  \\;is  iiiiiiiiii'^r  hatU  to  tin-  scliiMil.  |>\  halt', 
{liist  tliivf  1  was  tf»(»  laiiLiuid  In  \>\.\\.  and  wciultl 
try  to  L^t't  my  lessons  tor  tin-  next  day.  .M\ 
liL'ad  woidd  ache,  and  I  would  ^o  to  l»rd.  I 
tell  you."  and  tiic  hoy  rontKnitcd  liis  coni- 
paiuoij  in  siiddrn  passicMi.  "your  sidiools  an* 
iid'ainoiis.  Tlicy  siiould  he  aixdishcd.  I  wisli 
I  \\\vv  an  cnijtcior.  or  yruir  ,Mr.  President.  I 
Would   o-uillotine  the  school-teacjiers." 

'•  You're  an  o(ld  one."  nnitleicd  tiie  sorj^caiit 
to  liiinselt.  as  lie  east  a  side  glance  at  the  slim, 
elejrant  liirure  ot"  tlie  hov  l)eside  him.  "Willi 
your  Hashes  ot"  aii<;ei',  and  your  ([uiet  dull  way 
like  an  old  nuui.  you're  like  a  (|Ueer  eond)ina- 
tion  loek.  It  isn't  every  one  that  eau  |tick 
you  open." 

Aloud  he  said,  "This  is  a  tree  eountry,  my 
bov  :  vet  I  fear  vou'll  j-et  vourself  into  trouble 
some  day  if  you  keep  up  your  little  amusement 
of  sweeping  up  the  grouml  with  yirls.  and  if 
you  propose  to  kill  off  our  teaehers.  Why, 
they're  the  staff  of  the  nation." 
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'•  Wliiit  I  s;iy  may  sound  harsli  for  tin-  iii- 
stiuil.  '  said  lli(!  l»oy  iniMly,  "  Imt  reflect  for  a 
litlle.  Is  it  not  iK'tler  ft)r  a  few  to  suffer  tliaii 
f(»r  many?  Your  sdiools  must  kill  lliousantis 
of  cliiMren.  If  a  ft'W  teaeliers  \vei»'  saerifieed, 
many  Itovs  would  Ik;  saved  for  niililary  duty. 
Otlit-rwiso  they  will  waste  their  slreuL^th  iu 
this   iiiiheeile  of  a  liff,  or  die,  as    1    >ay." 

"How  do  you  siijijiosc!  tlu!  teachers  would 
feel  to  he  killiMl  off/"'  asked  the  serLfeaiit,  liis 
hroad  shoulders  shakiui,'-  with   laUL,diter. 

Eugene  made  a  compassionate  j^vsture.  "It 
would  Hot  he  pleasant  for  theui.  Perhaps  one 
could  alter  the  piinishnienL  to  hanishment  for 
life." 

'•  Why  not  allow  them  to  stay  at  home,  if 
they  promise  to  stop  teaehiuLr^  or  to  use  shorter 
hours?" 

"  IJeeause  a  teacher  will  always  teach,  even 
as  women  and  priests  Mill  always  intrit^nie," 
said  Huwue  iirmlv.    "Mv  u'randfather  savs  so." 

The  sergeant  turned  his  pu/./leil  face  up  to 
ihe  poplars  overhead.  "  I've  seen  a  good  many 
hoys  and  girls  in  my  time,  young  Frenchman," 
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lie  (»1witv»mI  nIuwIv.  ••  l>iil  Tin  l)lf>i  it  I  ever 
Haw  oiM"  with  >ii(li  t\vi>it'i|  idisis  as  nohvi;  >^mI. 
Wliy,  you  uiimIiI  to  hf  maiU'  ovrr  apiiii.  Is  it 
your  jjjramllatlu'r  \\\ut  lias  bioui^lit  you  up/" 

"Vrs,  Mr.  OlVui-r.' 

"  Who  is  he.  anyway 'V 

*'llt'  is  ralh'il  Moiisii'ur  h'  CoFiitc  KuLirMio 
Chiuih'  Louis  IIiTiiaiKlo  (jc  N'ainf.is,  t'oinuMly 
seiiriu'ur  ol  iho  thaicau  of  Ciiat illoii-sur-I^oir 
ill  ihi^  (h'[»artin('iit  ol"  lioii-i'l-Ciu'r  in  I'laiict': 
and  lu'  is  (K!>ti'ii(ltil  troiii  liie  Spaniaul  llci- 
iiando  (h'  N'ar^'us,  wiio  was  I'liiioliU-d  and  made 
u  marshal  of    Trancu'    hy   tin-  j^ncat    Napoleon." 

'•Oh  I"  said  the  serL,a'ant.  "I  sci-  uliy  you're 
so  stnf'ty;  and  wlu-ic  docs  your  LCiandtathfi' 
live  in   this  democratic  city  ot"   IJoston'.''" 

'•Yondei',"  said  the  hoy,  with  a  wave  of  his 
hand  toward  tla-  south.  *•  We  havi'  Imu  small 
(piarlcrs.  My  i,n'andfather  is  end)arrassed  in  his 
affairs.  I  may  tell  you  as  an  olVicial.  tliouL^di  I 
would  never  tell  the  schoolhoys,  thai  he  was 
sentenced  to  hanishment  for  conspiriuL,'  acfainst 
the  ahoniinahle  so-ealle<l  repuhlic  of  France." 

*' Ahominahle    and     repuhlic,"    repeated    the 
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stMp'.iiit  rt'iMHiistialiii;,'!}' ;  ••  roiiif,  lM»y,  lliiit'i* 
in't  j^riii'tul.  !)<•  y<'H  fur^rt  that  a  n-puhli- 
taii    lla«'   is    waviii''  nvcr   vou    at    this    int'seiit 

ItniIiU'Mt  / " 

••  Fnr  v<»u  it  is  wi'll,"  «ai«l  tlu*  Ik»v  rariiustlv. 
"  Vou  an-  title  til  tlif  jiasi.  Ynii  »lt'H«'«l  Kiiuf- 
lan<l,  wiiit  NMUiM  'lavc  iiiailt*  slaves  iit'  voii. 
Al>i>.    yiiii    liaVf    h;;.      ti<>   rrnitfior." 

••hl'l    Vt'U    vWV    iicar    nt'    (ifUl<'c'    \Vasllilt''ln|i 

ami    Aiiraiiaiii   Liiiculn  ' "  a>kril  tliu  serircant. 

••Tlic  iiaiiu's  i>t"  tlidsu  <,'«'ntl«'iiK'ii  art'  (luite 
uiikiu'Wii  to  iih',"'  saifl   Kiiu't'in,'  politely. 

'•  Villi  (Itiii't  iiiraii  to  .sav  that  vou  liave  never 
heard  of  that,  wm  idfi  t'lil   liatrlu-t?" 

"  Who-.'   liatchrt,    .Mr.   Otlicer?" 

••  (ifoi;^!'    \Va>liiiiL;"loirs,"' 

"A   lialclu't   is  u  kiinl  ot'  >\voi'(l.  is  it  not?" 

••Oil.  ii(»,  no.  —  it  is  n.  clioj.iiei- ;  wa  rut  up 
wood  and  meat  and  anytliinrr  witli  it.  You've 
iieard  that  stoiy  suivlv." 

'•Possibly,  sir."  said  Kui^'ene  inditTereiitly. 
••  1   do  not  renKMubei-  that   I  have." 

••Well.  Tin  dund»."'  said  tlie  sertreant.  •' I 
didn't  think  there   was  a  ehild    in   the   len<jth 
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uiid  hiviullli  of  Aiiifricu  that  liadn't  heard 
about  tliat  liati.-liot.  Can  you  tell  a  lie.  then, 
.'IS  you  don't  know  a])out  (Jeortre  Washing- 
ton  : 

"'•  In  general,"  said  Eugene,  hi  his  grave,  old- 
fashioned  way,  "I  do  not  tell  lies.  At  times, 
if  I  eonsider  one  better  than  the  truth,  I  tell 
it  without  seruple." 

"You  don't  thiidv  it's  wrong  to  lie?" 

"No,  sir;  truth  is  often  tiresome;  there  is 
tedium  in  it,  my  grandfather  says.  Tiie  great 
om})eror  lied." 

"I'll  bet  anything  on  tliat,"  said  the  ser- 
geant grimly,  "and  he  didn't  get  an}- good  by 
it  either,  nor  will  you,  my  boy;  but  of  that 
more  anon,  as  Shakespeare  says.  I'll  have  to 
talk  to  you  some  time  about  those  two  gentle- 
men, as  you  call  them,  that  you  don't  know 
about.     Would  you  like  me  to  do  so?" 

"Yes,  sir;  I  should  be  charmed." 

"  I'll  back  up  Washington  and  Lincoln 
against  all  the  emperors  that  ever  lived,"  said 
the  sercfeant.     "There,  now,  don't  sret  htiffv." 

"I  am  not  vexed,"'  said  Eugene  quietly.     "  I 
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air.  oiilv  nboiii  id  ask  yoii  if  yi>u  can  idl  nu' 
tho  iKiiiit.-  I'f  lilt.'   tii>1    kiiii^'  lit'   l''raii('('/" 

Tlie  x'l'^fiinl  kiiitU'(l  his  blows.  "Louis, 
Avasii'i   it?"' 

■•  Xo,  Ml'.  Ot'licef,  it  was  Clovis.  Can  you 
tell  nil'   why  Saint    L(juis  L;-aint,Ml   his  naiiii,'?" 

"N(>,"sai(l  the  scrgoaut  gnillly:  "  I'm  not  u[) 
iu   French  history."" 

'•Ilave  vou  evci'  iicard  ot'  tlic  tioiiL  al  tiic  cir- 
cus  Itctwecii  I\'[)in  llic  Lit'ih-  and  ihc  l)t'asts?  " 
asked  Euu'one  softlv  ami  niischicvouslv. 

The  sera'eant  lau-'lc'd  nood-naturcfUy. 
"You've  cauL;hL  inc.  small  hoy.  I  don't  know 
any  more  of  French  history  than  you  do  of 
American.  We'll  cry  (luils.  What  street  did 
you  say  you  lived  on?" 

'•Lovejoy  Street,  nuinhcr  21*.  suite  4  —  you 
will  not  proceed  aL^'ainst   my  n'randfather  ?  "" 

'"Xo,  indeed;  I  just  want  to  know  where  you 
live.  I  thouo'ht  hv  tlu;  wav  vou  talk  vour 
grandfather  must  have  a  mansion  on  Common- 
wealth Avenue,  at  least.'' 

'•No,  lie  has  not:  but  the  little  iiirl  who  in- 
suited  my  emperor  lives  there."' 
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••  1  )(i  you  cvci'  'j;n   lo   her   house?"" 

"No."  said  ihc  hoy  carelessly.  ••  Our  nurses 
are  friends,  and  we  promenade  together.  1  ilo 
not  care  for  i,drls.  I  like  men.  May  I  eoimt 
you  as  one  of  my  friends,  sir?"  and  stoppiiiL,^ 
lumself  (luieklv  ])V  stiekintj  the  lieels  of  his 
shoes  ill  ilie  u'roiiml,  he  made  the  sergfeant  a 
low   how. 

'•rill  suie  I'll  he  delighted,"  said  the  ser- 
geant, griiiuiiig  at  liim. 

••And  mav  I  ie(|Uest  the  honor  of  vour 
name."  pursued  ihe  hov.  "  Mv  grandfather 
will  ask   me  '*  — 

"Sle2)hen  Hardy,  at  youi-  serviee,  sir  —  plain 
Stephen  Hardy,  no  marshals  nor  k)rds,  not  even 
a  ca])tain  in  mv  strinn'  —  only  iilain  Yankee 
sailors  for  grandfathers." 

•'Ah,  YOU  helonn'  to  the  hourf/eoisic,"  said 
Eugene,  "o:-  ])ossil)ly  the  peuple.  J  should  be 
more  }>lcased  if  you  had  the  imrtivule  before 
your  name.  De  Hardv  would  be  better.  How- 
eyer,  in  this  et)untry  one  nuist  let  that  pass. 
You  are,  neyertheless,  not  a  peasant.  One 
can  see  that  by  your  bearino-,"" 
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"  Wluit's  your  gfrandfalher's  business'/"' asked 
the  sergeant  ])luntly. 

The  hoy  bluslied  a  furious  crimson.  "  In 
this  country  he  has  no  friends,  no  inlhienee, 
his  property  was  taken  away  —  at  present  lie 
assists  a  countryman   in"  — 

"In  teaching  Freneli? "  asked  the  sergeant 
kindly. 

••  No  ;  Ave  speak  hut  few  Avords  of  Frencii,"' 
said  the  boy,  and  lie  looked  as  if  another  one 
of  his  fits  of  passion  were  about  to  come  upon 
him.  "We  use  your  language  in  order  that 
we  may  not  be  laughed  at,  as  the  boys  lauoh 
at  me  Avhen  I  speak  French." 

"liow  long  haye  you  been  in  this  countiy?" 
asked  the  sergeant. 

"Six  months,  :\Ir.   OlHcer." 

''Then  you'ye  got  a  pretty  remarkable  hold 
of  English  for  that  time.'' 

••  But  I  had  an  English  nui'se  when  I  was 
a  child,  and  an  English  tutor  hiter  on.  It 
was  the  custom  among  the  nohlc^m'.^'' 

"And  Ayhat  does  your  graiulfather  do?" 
asked  the  sergeant,  coming  back  to  his  original 
question   Avith  true  Yankee  pervinacity. 
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"Pardon  iiif,  sir  —  I  will  U.'ll  ynii  another 
day,"  said  the  hoy  irrilahly.  '•  The  words 
sti(d^  ill  my  throat.  I  have  the  honor  to  wish 
you  ^'ood-nioi'iiiiiL;' ; ""  an<l  witli  another  one  of 
Ills  sweeping-  hows,  he  swiftly  and  gracefully 
left  the  sergeant,  and  hurried  after  tlie  two 
nurses  and  the  little  girl,  who  were  making 
their  way  toward  the  wi(U^  expanse  of  meadows 
and  slu'ub-plauted  slopes  at  the  farther  end  of 
tlie  Fens. 

The  sergeant  stared  after  Eugene,  and  talked 
ah)ud  to  liimself,  as  lie  had  a  habit  of  d(jing. 
''  I  don't  rightly  make  out  tliat  lad  yet-  We 
haven't  got  any  like  him  in  this  country. 
Haughty  isn't  the  M'ord  for  him,  and  seltlsh 
doesn't  come  anywhere  near  his  looking  out 
for  number  one ;  yet  there's  something  divert- 
incr  about  the  little  shaver,  in  spite  of  it  all. 
lie's  old-fashioned,  like  a  child  that's  been 
brought  up  with  elderly  peo})le.  I'll  look  out 
for  him.  He'll  be  coming  here  again,"  and 
the  sergeant  smiled  to  himself  as  he  went  on 
his  rounds  through  the  park. 
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KIN(;    IJOOZV. 

TiiK  iii'Xl  iiiorniiiL;'.  wiiilt?  SerGfouiit  Haidv 
was  .stiindinL;'  iit'ar  llio  iiiaiii  eiilraiico  to  llic 
Fens  on  Coinnioiiwi'allh  A\emio,  he  was  >j^Vm\ 
to  see  in  the  distance  the  lio'iires  of  tlie  two 
nurses  and  their  two  eliaro-e.s. 

Enccene,  liolding  himself  us  strai^'ht  as  a  (hirt, 
was  a  litthi  in  advance  of  tlie  otliers;  whih,' 
Vii'g'ie  frisked  aronnd  liiin,  lirst  on  one  side 
and  then  on  tlie  othei-.  and  occasionallv  paused 
to  throw-  back  a  few  words  to  tlie  nurses,  wh(jse 
heads  were   noiUUng  in   busy  conversation. 

The  sergeant  was  ghid  to  see  that  Kngeno 
looked  liappier  than  lie  had  done  the  day  he- 
fore.  Indeed,  he  was  comparatively  cheerful 
this  morning;  and  when  he  got  near  the  ser- 
geant, his  cap  came  off  his  head  in  a  twinkling, 
and  he  said  gayly,  "rTood-morning,  sir." 

'•Bong  zhoor,  mtisso,"  said   the  sergeant,  in 
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ratlu'i     iii.liftViviit     Kreiicli.       '•  V.m     look     us 
plfiiscd  as  if  you'd  rrot  a  freedom  suit." 

Kug'.'iie's  curiosity  was  ia(|iu'd.  *' Will  you 
rxjilain,  sir?"'  In-  said  j.rcliily,  ••  Vdu  niciitioii 
a  phrase   that   I    have  never  uu't   ht-fore." 

"Well,"  said  ihe  seri^eaiit.  plaiitiiiL;-  hiiusolf 
ill  the  middle  of  tlu-  pavemciil.  while  the  nurses 
and  the  ehildreii  st^od  round  him  in  ies2)eetful 
attention.  ••  lojig  a^o.  when  I  was  a  young  man, 
J  lived  in  the  eoiintiy.  Every  lad,  wlien  lie 
was  twenty-one,  used  to  get  a  suit  of  new 
clothes,  a  dress-suit  and  a  tall  hat,  wliieh  he 
called  a  freedom  suit.  This  suit  was  kept  for 
special  occasions,  like  going  to  ehurt-h,  and  fu- 
nerals, and  weddings,  and  making  calls  on  our 
ladv  friends.  I  can  just  see  the  vounrr  fellows 
riding  in  from  the  hums  on  horseback,  })roud 
as  Punch,  with  their  coat-tails  tucked  in  their 
pockets  to  kec})  them  clean."" 

"IIow  droll  I  "'  said  Eugene. 

"  How  droll  !  **  little  Virgie  repeated  after 
him. 

wil     walk    with   you.  sii-."'  said   the   hoy, 
■.vii   1    the   seigeant   turned  in  the   direction  of 
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tlu!  park.  "And  I  will  walk  wil'  ynii,**  lisj.i'd 
Viry'if  to  Ku^-eiic,  atii'iiipiinn'  to  take  his  1i;iim1. 

••Not  so."  liL'  said  decidedly ;  and  lie  jidd 
l)i)ili  liaiids  Ix'foru  liiiii.  "It  iiUL^'lit  occui'  lo 
yoii  to  seize  tliese  llowers  wliicdi  I  am  caiTN- 
iii'4'.  espeeiaJly  as  they  are   for   the  eiii{)eror."* 

'J'lie  seru'eaiit's  eyes  wandered  eurionslv 
from  tiie  liny  hiuieli  oi'  violets  to  the  plain. 
almost  ihreadliare,  suit  of  elothes  that  tlie  hov 
^V()re.  Sometliino-  told  him  that  I'^UL;'em>"s 
scanty  savinn-s  were  h'-roieally  devoted  to  jkm'- 
[)eluatinn'  the  memory  i)(  his  liehn-ed  empci'or. 

"Are  you  'Ji'oinn-  to  lay  those  hefore  .John 
Boyle   O'Urilly."   he  asked 

Eugene  bowed  gravely. 

'^  Speaking  of  monuments,  there  is  one  I  ad- 
mire," said  the  sergeant,  jerking  a  tliumh  over 
his  shoulder;  "and  I  often  think  it  shows 
that  a  woman  knows  better  how  to  dress  a 
man  than  a  man  does." 

"  Vou  have  ivason,*' said  Eugene  courteously; 
thougli  he  did  not  understand  in  the  least  wliat 
the  sergeant  meant,  and  tlie  sergeant  know  lie 
did  not. 
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"Look  at  it."  said  the  man  to  his  v(.iiii<'- 
t'Oin|taiii(.ii  :  and  tiirii  ihry  l.dtli  tinned  aiound. 

A^L-'ainst  tin'  Miie  >ky  idsc  ;il,.it  and  o-facct'ul 
thf  laon/.c  Ijouiv  dt  I.cif  Kricsson.  tlir  Xmsc 
<lisc(.v<Mcr  of  Ainci'ira.  One  Iiand  lie  lidd  i,, 
liis  loicliead.  He  was  pcnini^'  t'oi'waid.  as  if 
liis  cai^vr  eyes  were  anxious  to  discover  tlic 
wonders  of  tlie  new  woild. 

••  Ves.""  said  the  serfrcaiit.  ''it  is  a  woman 
that  made  that.  an<l  to  my  mind  slie  made  a 
man.  I  o-et  tii'e(l  of  these  heroes  in  jiettieoats, 
sitting'  roum.  on  monuments.  I  never  saw  a 
man  in  j.eitieoats  in  my  life,  exeejit  a  Chiis- 
tian  l)i'otIi(,'r:  yet  when  any  one  of  our  famous 
men  is  u'oino'  to  Ite  put  up  in  stone  foi-  us  to 
admiiv,  tlie  seuli)toi-  swathlles  him  I'ound  like 
Ji  l)a]>y  in  lono-  clothes;  though  IJoston  isn't 
as  had   in  lliis   respect   as  some  of  our  cities." 

"It  is  a  thousand  pities."  said  Euf-ene  ab- 
sently. 

''Why  don't  you  leave  tliose  flowers  witli 
Leif/      asked   the  seigvant   jokiufrly. 

Eugene  immediately  awaked  out  of  liis  rev- 
ery.      *' Xo,  no,"    la-    said:   and   he   liurried   on 
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with  a  (listiirlu'il  fact',  and  sourrt'ly  spok*'  until 
tlit'V  it'iU'lu'd  tlif  l>ntii/.c  iiKtiiiiiiicnt. 

"  Lt'L  IMC  put  tlifin  up  I'or  \<iu."  >ai<l  tlio 
scr^'caut,  uhcn  I",UL;ciit'  sl<nHl  mi  lijiiuc,  and 
trii'il  to  ti>^.s   liis   violets   wvm  ( )"II»illy's   tact'. 

TIm'  l»(>y  L;avt'  tlifui  up.  and  anxiously  watdicd 
liini  as  li(!  di'pitsiicil  tlicni  on  tin'  stone  lcd<^r(.  on 
which  tlu'  liust  ii'stcd. 

"I  wish  ()*I{tilly  could  sou  you,"  said  tho 
»L'i'y;L'ant.  "IV'ihaps  he  (hx'S.  lie  was  a  j»a- 
iriol,  and  1  l;iu'ss  Ik;  would  approvi'  of  your 
dt'votiou  to  vour  country." 
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■/.iiiL^-  Up  in  lapt  attention  un- 


til Vii<'ie  and  the  two  nuiscs  arrived:  then  he 
sighed,  and  ))roUi;ht  his  vvi'a  to  the  earth  ai^'ain. 
"I  I'uULdit  vouM  runned  away  and  hid  \our- 
sef,"  said  littlu  VifL;'ie,  shakiuiif  lier  cutis  and 
dancing  up  to  Kuoeiie.  "Come  play  wif  inc  ; 
I'm  all  lonesome." 

(cue  was  ahout  yielding  -passively  to  her 
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request,  when  he  cauglit  sight  of  a  little  heail 
peeling  at  iiim  from  the  underhiush  near  by. 
••  Ah,  Jacobin  I  "  he  said  calndy,  as  lie  stooped 
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Till!  .sltiiic  w.'is  lint  thrown:  li»r  tlio  Si'iyi'uut 
.sti'[»|K'(l  tui\\;ii<l,  iiiid  M'i/nl  liiiii  I>y  llic  sIkhjU 
ih'V.     *•  \Vli;it    tlo   \nii   Si'f.  l)oy '/ "   lir   askftl. 

"  A    r.it,"    lt'[ilii'«l    I'JiLjciu'. 

Till?  si'lLTciUit  ifliiitiiil  liis  III. Id  ot"  I''ii'jfclH', 
aiiil  ^;it  liiiii  (l(»\\ii  (Ml  the  stoiu'  scat.  *' noy," 
he  Hiiiil  liniily.  "do  yon  slouf  cats?" 

"Always,"  it'tnnicd  Kiigt'tie.  "  Tiic  rep- 
tut's : 

'•  Why  do  you  do  ii  / " 

"  Possihlv,"  said  tlir  hul  with  sli'dit  sai'itiisni, 
"you  would  also  sl(»iir  tlu-ni  if  you  livi'd  whcfO 
Wf  do.  At  iii^ht  my  niaudtathur  rotiros  worn 
out  l»v  his  i'Xt.'rtions  •lurini,'' till' day.  lie  sleeps; 
then  he  siniuti^s  fi'oni  his  hed.  awakened  hy  a 
cry  for  lielp  from  a  drowniiiii,^  eliihh  It  is  a 
call  He  hei'onies  iiiiL;rv  :  he  lifts  the  window, 
and  throws  a  morsel  of  eoal  at  the  su[ij»()sed 
drownin;^-  one.  lie  aL;ain  retires.  I!e  (i^.dn 
sh'eps.  'J'his  time  a  wotuan  shrieks  irt-ni  a 
burnini;  house.  lie  a^ain  liurls  himself  from 
the  btuL  Onee  moie  it  is  hut  a  cat.  He 
throws  two  morsels  of  coal,  iind  enseonees  him- 
self hetween  the  blankets.     In  succession  lie  is 
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iirnusi'd  In-  iimnltTors,  i<y  lMui;l;irH.  hy  a  (^liorus 
of  iii'-n's  V(>i''e.s.  I>y  :i  faiiiuu.s  jtrhmi  li'mmi ; 
iiJnl  all  is  jtrodiici'd  l>y  tln»si'  wirlrlics  ti\  catH. 
IIu  Mays  thai  li*-  lias  travrllfd  in  many  lainis, 
and  tliat  lu'  lias  iu-aid  the  voires  of  many  «'ats: 
lull  li»r  niali<"iousnt'ss  and  ian<^t'  of  lone?*  ihfsu 
l»i»il(»ii  cats  t.'(di|t.si,'  all  otlifis." 

••  I  wonder  what  yoiir  i^MandlalinT  lak«'s  for 
sujtpfi."  said  ihf  sct'i^'fani  sternly.  ••  A  man 
that  runs  ilown  cats  and  wf)ineii  and  jaiL'st!* 
ain'i   tit   to  live,  in   my  estimation." 

KuLjene  })rom{)tly  raised  a  Utile  eane  lliat  ho 
canitMl  un<ler  his  aim.  and  siruek  lljc  sergeant 
a  smart  blow  across   iiis  lei,rs. 

The  seri,''eanl  in  his  ania/emeiit  released  his 
liolil  of  Kii^^Mie's  sh(»idder:  antl  his  nurse,  step- 
ping forward  with  a  dismayed  face,  interposed 
herself  hetweeu  the  an<,My  lad  and  his  j-nw.-r- 
fnl  opponent,  and  said.  ••  llun.  .Ma>ter  Kuwne. 
run," 

••  I    will   not    run,"    said   the    hoy   haughtily, 
oil.  Mr,    lie  went  on,  addressing  tjie  sergeant, 
'•shall  give  me  satisfaction  foi-  tiiis  some  dav. 
I  challenge  you  to  light  a  duel  with  me." 
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All  the  aiiiioyaiKM'  d'u'd  out  of  llie  suro^eant's 
face.  ••  Voii  vi>uii<jf  swati-yvier,""  \iv  said  ^vitll 
a  slioit  lauo'li,  "  vDu'vu  ''ot  a  hard  row  lo 
hoc  ill  this  life.  Tin  soiry  for  yoii  ;  but  I 
ijiit'ss  IM  no  business  to  run  down  \()ur  Lfr.ind- 
fatlier.  ("oine  over  here  ]io\v  ;  I  uanL  to  show 
you  soniclhiuL;'.  You  t-oine  too,"  he  added, 
addressiui,^  the  nurses  and  little  Virgie,  wlio 
had  timidly  retreated  Avhen  KuLiene  beuan  to 
get  angry. 

Kugene  somewhat  sulkily  accepted  his  apol- 
ogy, and  they  all  followed  luin  ;  -wliile  the  ser- 
geant talked  to  them  over  liis  shoulder,  and 
leil  the  way  to  a  path  near  the  Boylstun-street 
biid-'e. 

"  Speaking  of  cats,"  he  said.  "  I  ^vant  to  in- 
troduce you  to  one  who  is  a  }>rince,  or  rather 
a  king,  among  them,  and  perliaps  you  won't 
have  quite  such  a  low  opinioi:  of  the  gentry. 
Stoo})  your  heads  now  :  the  shrubbery  is  pretty 
dense  liere." 

The  two  nurses  and  the  children  gazed  ad- 
niiringly  before  them.  They  were  facing  a 
most  snuo-  retreat. 
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"And  sure,  a  fox  iiiiL,''lit  Ik-  Iiappy  tlu-rt'.  if  it 
wasn't  for  the  liiu'liway  near  l».v,""  said  IJiidL,^'! 
eiitliiisiastically.  ••  Ami  what's  the  haste  tliat 
lives   ill   this    little   wild    wood   hoiiu'.   ol'lieei' ? '' 

'l"he  st'i;L;'i,'aut  was  holdiiii-;  haid^  some  hranehcs 
so  that  tlu'V  mi'.;-ht  see  more  })laiidy  a  tiiiv 
woiMJcii   keiiiitil   hea[ttil   hin'h  with  dead   leaves. 

"It's  a  kiinjc  that  lives  here,"  he  said:  and 
he  lil'tcd  toward  his  auditors  his  f;iee  tli;?t  was 
red   from  stoojiiiio-  ()\er  the  keniiL'l. 

••  Vou  didu"t  know,  Fi'eueh  hoy,""  and  he  ad- 
dressed EuL^ene,  "  l\at  there  was  a  sovereign 
ovi'i'  all  this  park  land  that  rules  as  absolutely 
as  your  eni[>eror  did."" 

-Is  it  |)(.ssihk;  that  you  speak  of  a  eat?** 
sail!   I  he  hoy  eontemptuously. 

••()f  nothing  more  nor  less,  of  King  Boozy, 
nionareh  of  this  i)ark.  beeause  \\y  has  got  char- 
acter I'liough  to  rule  over  the  other  twenty 
cats   that   li\e  here."' 

Little  Virgie  was  charmed.  Before  Kufem; 
coidd  re]»ly.  she  drop[)ed  on  her  hamls  and 
knees,  and  crawled  in  Reside  the  sergeant. 
"Oh.  the  little  sweet  housie  I '"  she   cried,  [)at- 
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tiiiir  thf  tiiiv  (Iwt'Uiii'j'  willi  holli  h;iiiJs. 
"Who  iiKule  it,  mister '.''  does  the  pussy  sleep 
ill  it?" 

*'  Yes,  little  one,"  said  the  sercv^'iint.  -  A 
geiitienian  eoiiiieeted  \\ith  one  of  tlie  Boston 
theatres  had  this  kennel  made  for  tiic  K'iny 
of  the  park,  who  always  slee[)s  in  it.  His 
chum  oecupic'S   that  l)arrel  over  there." 

"And*  is  it  another  cat  that  is  his  chum?" 
asked  lii'idLret. 

"Yes,"  re[)lied  tlie  serfjear.t.  "There  is 
only  one  cat  in  the  piirk  that  the  king-  will 
have  to  live  with  liim  ;  and  that  is  his  chum. 
Squirrel,  and  he  has  to  mind  liis  j>\s-  and  ^'n.  I 
tell  you,  or  lioozy  woidd  put  him  out.  ^Vll;l^ 
do  you  think  of  this  for  a  cat's  home,  youui;- 
sir  ?  "  and  he  addressed  Kucrene. 

The  l)oy  backed  out  from  the  underbrush, 
slio'htlv  curlinuf  his  lii»  as  he  did  so.  "I  do 
not  admire  the  name  of  the  animal,"  he  said 
coldly;  "and  why  take  all  that  trouble  for  a 
cat .'' 

The  sergeant  mopped  his  pers[)iring  face 
with   his    handkerchief.       "  1    will  talk   to  vou 
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a  little  about  tlie  kiiin',"  lit'  said,  "and  lliua 
]i}'ili'i})S  you   will  .sec."' 

The  jiUli  upou  which  ihi'V  had  eiitLU'cd 
rail  aloUL,^  hy  the  '.ow  stone  para[)et  of  the 
Uovlston-street  bridLje.  The  serireaut  took 
his  station  a^-ainst  the  parapet,  while  his  lis- 
teners stood  grouped  about  him  in  tiie  mild 
sunshine. 

••  1  believe,"  said  the  sergeant,  pointing  up 
to  'he  bright  blue  sky  above  tlieni,  "in  an 
almighty  Ivuler  of  the  universe  that  creates 
all  things,  —  men  and  women  and  horses  and 
dogs  and  cats." 

'•And  so  do  I,"  nnirmured  I)ridLret,  crossincf 
herself.     "  J^raise  be  to  his  lioly  name." 

"And  I  beliov  ,"'  coiitinue<l  the  sergeant, 
"that  tlii.-  :dir.i',lity  Kuler  does  not  despise 
anything  that  lie  has  made  —  not  even  ;i  eat.""' 

Eugene  smiled  .i  little  iroiiieally,  but  said 
notlniifr. 

••  Four  years  ago,"'  went  on  tlie  sergeant, 
"  I  was  on  dutv  in  this  i)ark  earlv  one  tine 
summer  morning.  Down  there  near  Common- 
wealth    Wynne    I    .saw  a    l)lack-and- white    eat 
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coiiiiiin'  leisurely  towiiid  me.     livery  l'(!\v  steps 
ho    t()i)k    lie    would    look    oxer   his   shoulder    in 
the    direction    of    the    houses,    then    he    would 
Widk   toward   tjie   paik   ui^'aiii.       I    have    alwavs 
heeii    fond  of    cats;    so   I    si'l   •  (iood-nioi'iiin-j;- " 
!•>    him    as     politt;    as    yon    ^         ■■.       ^  .Meow," 
lie   said;    and    la.'    looktM]    pitim        up    at    me. 
•What's  the   matter?"   1   asked.     'Are   von   l;()- 
ing   to   the    })ark    to   catch   a    mouse    for    voiii'- 
self    tliis    line    moriiino-?'      'Meow,  meow,"   he 
.said;    and    he   meant,    'No.  no."    iust    as    plain 
as  a  creature  could  say  it.       Then   he  turned, 
and    Malketl    l)ack     in    the    direction     he    had 
come,  lookinif  o\-er  his  shoulder,  and  hec'oino- 
nie  to  follow  as  plain   as  })ossi!)le.      I   thono-ht 
T  would  !>•(),  for  I   knew  .somethinu'  was  wroiu"; 
and  do  you  know  that  cat  took  me  as  straiq-ht 
as    a   child    Mould    have    done    down   to  a    line 
shut-u[)    house.      T    suspected    what    Avas    the 
matter;  liowever,   I   ranir  the  hell  of   the  next 
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the  ti"-un;  of  il.     Mi>.  (iiaii<ll;itly,  whoso  iiaiiic 
voii  inii;ht  know  it'   I    niciiiiiuicil   it.  luul  talvcii 
li.'isclf    and    hiT    (h'ar    chilihvii    and    Iut    dear 
horses    to    the    couniry  :    hut    the  dear   cal    wad 
1,'ft  to  sliift    for  liiiusflf.      I    was  sorry   for  the 
(Mvaiure.      He    wciil    up    on    the    front    ste[«<. 
lie   went  11})  on  ih.-    hack    one>.      Ih-  li>tfntMh 
lie   prieke-l    U})   his    ears.      He   slai'eil   al    nif  as 
if  to  sav,  "Do  yon  really  thiidc  they  liave  left 
mc'^'      And  when   I  h'ft    liini   he  cried.      For 
three   weeks    that  cut    hnn<;-   ahout    tlie    Ihuisc 
listenini;-  for  some    one  to  come    hack.      I    ij^ol 
the   ladv's  adch'ess.  and  wrott.'  to  her.  but  .^lie 
di(hrt   answer  ;    then    I    reasoned   with  the  eat, 
and   sai(h    'You    had    hotter    eome    up    to    the 
park.'      Finally    he    came.     I    never   saw   such 
a   humaudike    creature.     IleM   never  l)een    ill- 
used,    and   he    could    not    seem    to    luiderstand 
that    anv  one   would    hurt   him.      lie   has   ^'ot 
over    that   now    all    right.       Dogs    chase    him, 
and  l)oys  stone  him,  a 
Me    is    shy    of    stranger; 


nd  he's  a   different  cat. 
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"  Isn't  lie  a  good   pussy  now  ?  "   asked  ".  Ir- 

*•  Oil.  yes  !  *'  said  the  serpfcant.  sniiliii!;,^ :  "•  lie 
is  o'dod.  but  lie  is  a  litllc  sharper  than  hr 
usj'd  to  1)0.  He  has  n'ot  to  kii(»\v  the  world  : 
and  he  hclieves  that  min'ht  is  ri^dit,  and  he 
lords  it  over  the  other  eats  in  the  park.  He 
thinks  every  one  is  down  on  him  but  me. 
IK'  has  lost  faith  in  human  natiire  —  you  ^^  ill 
understaml    that  when    vou    yet    to    be    a    biy 

"•I  would  like  to  see  that  j)ussy,"  said  Vir- 
gie  wistfully. 

'•  ril  call  him  up.'"  said  the  sergeant,  "  if 
your    nurses  will    stand    back.     He    hates  wo- 

.ilcU." 

*'()ch.  the  r»ld  rascal  I  "  said  liridget  wrath- 
fully. 

"'•  You  see,  it's  this  way,"  and  the  sergeant 
spoke  in  an  apologetic  tone  of  voice.  "•  Prob- 
ably he  was  the  kitchen  eat  and  the  cook's 
pet,  because  he  isn't  a  fancy  breed  like  those 
i)arlor  cats.  When  the  cook  cast  him  off  he 
lost  his  likinGf  for  women.'' 
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*'I  (loiTt  want  to  see  the  old  tunieoat." 
said  Iirid<;et  disdainfullv.  ''  Conie  on,  Viitiit' 
Ann;"  and  slie  twitched  lit'isi'lf  to  a  littU;  dis- 
tance, leaving  the  two  eliihhvn  witli  tlie  ?>ei'- 
ua-ant. 

'•You  wa;it  to  see  the  king,  don't  yon?" 
tlie  sergeant  asked   Eugene  pointedly. 

The  boy  liad  been  listening  in  a  half-hearted 
way  ;  but  at  this  question  he  roused  himself 
and  said,  "Certainly,  sir." 

The  sergeant  gave  a  long,  low  whistle:  and 
presently  there  was  a  rustling  heard  behind 
them,  and  a  prosperousdooking  white  eat  spotted 
with  black  came,  yawning  and  stretching  him- 
self, throuo'h   the  underbi'ush. 

"Good-morning,  Boozy,"  said  the  sergeant, 
as  the  animal,  with  the  appearance  of  the  great- 
est delight,  sprang  on  the  parapet  of  the  biidge, 
and  purringly  stretched  liimself  out  lowurd  his 
friend. 

''  He  is  very  jealous,  is  Boozy,"  said  the  ser- 
geant kindly,  rubbing  the  cat's  head.  "Don't 
come  any  nearer,  little  miss.  Tie  don't  like 
to   see    stranerers   with    me.   and  he    is    shv    of 
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ovorvtliiiicT  now.  IIi;  wuuMii't  ('(iiuc  iiciii'  me 
I'll'  a  wliilo  alter  tin;  park  iiiiil'onii  was  cliaiiLCfd 
I'lom  n'lay  to  hliu,'.*' 

'•lie  cait'sscs  you  hecansc  yoii  Iceil  liiiu." 
sai'l  I'iii^'ciic,  with  a  side  jrlaiicc;  at  the  animal, 
wlio  liad  strctc'lu'd  liiiiiself  on  liis  Ijaek,  and 
was  I  lay  fully  Ditin^-  and  paltinj^^  tlie  sori^n'ant's 
hand. 

"You  don't  enter  into  the  auiinars  feelings 
at  all,"  said  the  sergeant  l)enevolently.  "  You 
<lon't  think  that  tlu're  is  a  little  heart  inside 
that  furry  l)ody — that  it  grew  siek  and  sad 
when  it  was  shut  out  from  its  home." 

"I  do  not  eomprehend  in  the  least,"  said 
Eugene  in  his  most  grown-u[)  fashion.  "A  eat 
ea'inot  suffer." 

'•Perhaps  some  day  you  will  understand," 
said  tlie  serGfeant  kindly.  ''  In  the  meantime 
let  me  tell  you  something  that  will  prove  to 
you  that  the  cat  does  like  me.  Some  months 
ago  I  was  transferred  to  the  Public  Garden ; 
and  this  cat,  that  would  not  come  out  of  these 
hushes  for  a  stranger,  not  if  he  was  to  whistle 
till  doomsday,  braved  the  racket  of  the  streets. 


T 
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aii'I.  wliiil  was  worse  tu  him,  ilu-  pcuj.lc,  and 
wt-m  down  iln'i'c  lo  tind  me." 

•• 'I'lic  swci'l  lilllc  j)U'<syI"  s(|Ut'al('d  \'iiL;ic. 
"Mister   Policeman,    lei   nie  stiukc   him." 

"Yes:  hut   I'nme  ;^('iuly,""  said    llu'  sero-eant. 

Vii'L,de.  however,  made  a  dfliLjhlt'd  iiui.  ihat 
sent  the  eai  llyinL;'  inln  tiie  niiderhnish. 

Tlie  sei^'eai.t  looked  amused  and  went  nn. 
••  I  didn't  kiKtw  whal  to  make  ol"  it  whiMi  I 
looked  down,  and  saw  the  kin;.;-  |>uriin^'  willi 
iov,  and  ruhhiu''-  himseU'  au'ainst  mv  le''s.  1 
.said,  •  Jioozy.  t^'o  hack'  to  the  I'^eiis  :  this  is  no 
place  for  a  eat.  and  mayhe  I'll  he  sent  tlieie 
1)V  and  l)v.'  " 

"Did   he   retui'n?"   askeil   Ku^cin.'. 

"Yes;  he  came  strai^'ht  hack  hei'e:  and  I 
hegn-ed  for  an  exchange,  and  here  I  found  him 
on  the  h)okout  iov  me  when  I  was  sent  hack. 
Don't  fret,  little  miss;  you  can  see  the  king  an- 
other day.  I  will  trv  to  call  up  his  (dmm  for 
you."'  and  he  whistled  again.  IJoo/.y's  chum, 
however,  did  not  come. 

"  He  is  probahly  hiuiting."'  said  the  sergeant. 
"He   and  Pioozy   hetween   them   kee[)  this   end 
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of  till'  jiiiik  clean,  iiinl  do  hc'kI  scivict'  to  the 
city  of  IJosioii.  Tlicv  know  all  the  liolfs  ol' 
the  iniee  and  nioles  thai  would  drstroy  the 
jthints,  and  many  a  niornin^-  biiL,dit  and  early 
iiave  I  seen  those  two  eats  watehin',^  besidi- 
llieni.  They  eateh  spnirows  too:  smart  isn't 
till'  word  lor  them:  and  the  other  day  IJoozy 
tackled  an  eel."' 

"An  eel,"  said  EuGrem.'.  wlio  was  befjinninfj 
to  u'et  intei'ested  :  "one  ot"  those  creattires  par- 
allel  to  a  snake  that  lives  in  the   water?  " 

••  The  same,"  said  the  seiL,a'ant,  (•hueklinL,^ 
"The  kinn-  iTot  mad  with  the  eel  heeause  he 
wouldn't  submit  (luietlv  to  bein''-  killed,  but 
wound  himself  tii^ditlv  lound  his  body.  lioo/.y 
was  surprised  that  the  eel  would  daro  to  meddle 
with  him,  the  king-  o(  the  park  :  and  he  bit  the 
life  out  of  him  in  two  minutes." 

"I  have  read,"  said  Eugene,  "that  cats  dis- 
like  water." 

"  They  mostly  do,"  said  the  sergeant.  "We 
have  an  old  thing,  though,  down  below  that 
comes  in  every  moining  as  wet  as  a  seal  from 
fishing.       But    she    doesn't    dare    to    conie    up 
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lii'T  lioiue.  'IMiis  ji;ilt  of  tin;  |i;ilk  lu'lollLlf.s  to 
liiiii  iiml  his  cliiiiii.  il(.'  MiiikcH  tlio  ullici'  twcniv 
cats  kt'op  l«>  tlit'ii'  own  cud  o|"  it." 

"Me  is  ii  iiiiiiifjiiv  |)iissv  to  l)o\  tlif  (MIS  of 
tilt-  oliicr  piissit's."  saiil   Vii'^ic   warmly. 

'•  Voii  must  rcjuemlu'i',  littlf  miss,  that  human 
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K'luo's  liave  Ix'i.'U  a   liit   roU'^ni  ou   r><»o/.v,     sau 


thi!  sei'jjfeaut  with  a  miscliicvous  twiuklc  lu  his 
eye,  "ami  he  lias  learned  some  l)ad  habits  from 
tl 


u>m. 


I) 


ocs 


the  eat  live  here  in  winter/"  aske(l 


Ku^eiie. 

"Oh,  ves  I  he  doc^sn't  mind  the  (•han"'('  of 
seasons.  We  shovel  ahout  twenty  feet  of  jiath 
for  him,  and  clear  the  snow  from  the  j)ara{>et 
so  he  can  lie  in  the  sun.  Then  I'm  a  little 
particular  al)oiit  his  food — you  haven't  seen 
his  dininir-rooin ; "  and  he  pointed  to  a  shel- 
tered nook  where  sheets  of  hrown  pajiei'  o\t'r- 
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at  1.30,  and   vou'U  see   Kin<''  IJoozv  at  din  ler 


'••  We'll   come   running    and    jum[)ing'  to   see 
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le  sweet   pussy,"   said   Virii'ii: 
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Ilrid^'t'l  Mot  to  fui'jft  iiic  iilu'iit  it:"  aiul  >liO 
I. Ill  ;i\vay   in    the  (luv('li<»ii   ol'  ilu-  iiiirscs. 

"  Wlu'ie  iiiv  llu'so  (»tiii'r  ciils  licit  y<»ii  sjicak 
«»t"y"  askt'd  Kiii'i'iit'  witli  art'cfifd  iiidinVii'iu't'. 

'•()ii  I  ynirii'  lH"Ljiii»iiiii,'  III  LjL'l  iiitt'ivsti'd.  an* 
ymi."*  said  tlic  si'rLr<'iiiit.  **  1*11  sliow  llimi  to 
voii  xdiu'  ((tluT  da\'.  I  iiiusl  <Mi  now,  and  liud 
oiii  what  tliox'  tcllows  ail'  doiiiir  jn  that  Itoat 
on  the  poiid.  (iiHiddiy.  IJoo/.y :  *  and  waviiiLf 
lii>  hand  to  the  cat.  that  he  knew  was  .slarin<; 
at  him  I'i'oiii  sonii?  set'ludt'd  nook,  he  was  ahoiit 
to  hiiny  away  tVoiii  tlu'  lad.  when  he  rt-nu'iii- 
iicictl  somi'tliino'.  and  iimifd  on  lii>  lictd.  "\\v- 
foie  I  <»-o."  he  sai(L  *•  h'l  mr'  tfll  voii.  voiiim- 
boy.  that  I  know  what  yotif  iL;iandl'athcf  dot's."* 

"Hid  yoii  jdcsniiR'  to  t'oiCL-  iiKiiiiiii's."  said 
tliL'  lad  (luickly.  ••  wlu-ii  I  assiiicd  yc.ii  that  I 
sliould   ttdl  you   niysc'lt'  ?  "' 

*•  No  ;  I  did  not.  I  hapju'iR'd  to  renicinbor 
that  I  had  seen  soinc  one  iinswering  to  the 
(lescrii>ti(»n  of  what  I'd  siij>{)Ose  your  o'raiid- 
father  to  he  like  in  a  French  jeweller's  shop 
on  Washinytou  Street.  He  mends  watches, 
doesn't  he  '/  " 


JiJ.Mi   Jiuit/y 


41 


»» 


Yer*,"   hcjilCL'ly   liicalhcil  tlio    l>uy,   with    ait 


in|il/f(| 


l.lltsll 


••  I  wttiildii't  feci  If.ul  iilMiiit  it,  it"  I  wrii'  ytm," 
Siiiil  tin!  .si'igfiiiir  cfMiipaNsioiiaiclv.  ••  That's  ;i 
(luct'iit  WAV  nf  'jc'ttiii'j'  a  liviii''."* 


I' 


or    N'oll,     \  fs, 


aid   llu'   Ixiv   iiiuiunfullv 


••  t'oi-  a  til'  N'aigiis,  ii(»;"  and  tli<»i>|>iiii,'  liis  young 
licad  *ni  liifj  breast,  hr  ualkfd  away. 
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CIIAI'TKIl    ill, 


A   CHILI*    IN    TUorilLi;. 


The  sei;L*'eant  liad  not  sl'oii  iCugeiie  lor  a 
M'L'L'k  :  l)Ul  altlioiifiii  liu  lu'vd  not  s<>,'eii  liiiii,  liu 
could  not  get  liini  out  of  liis  niiiul 

As  he  sauntered  a])ouL  t'u;  park  day  after 
day.  Ills  vigilant  eves  going  Itithcr  and  thither 
over  roads  and  foot-paths  to  see  that  no  tres- 
passers loitered  in  them  and  defaeed  the  grow- 
ing trees,  or  hiunehed  boats  without  ])erniission 
on  the  waterways,  Kugene's  pale,  thoughtful, 
and  rather  unhaj-py  faee  Uoated  constantly  l)e- 
fore  him. 

"■  It's  (j^ueer,  the  interest  I  take  in  liim,"  he 
said  to  himself  on  the  last  day  of  the  week. 
^  '•  It  nuist  l)e  because  he  spoke  up  so  fraidv-like, 
and  asked  irie  to  be  his  friend.  He's  of  a 
different  cut  from  any  other  lad  I  ever  saw. 
Guess  ril  look  him  up  after  I  get  off  to-day. 
I'd    like    to    inquire    about   him,  anywav  ;    and 
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there's  ii«>  one  to  iisk  licre,  i'or  thf  lililc  miss 
ami  licr  iiiu'so  have  given  up  coming-  too.  I 
guess  tlieyxe  been  proineiauUng  on  llie  suiiiiy 
side  of  ('Oinmoirvcalth  Avenue  on  a(.'eouni  of 
the  wind  in  the  Fens." 

Every  eveniiiL-'  at  six  tlie  serijeant  went  oiT 
duty.  On  that  evening,  instead  of  going  liome, 
he  bent  his  fi^otsteps  toward  No.  l1'.>  Lovejoy 
Street. 

Whihi  turning  a  eorner  swiftly  lie  ran  into 
a  girl  who  was  hurrving  aloiiLT  with  her  head 
bent  forward. 

It  was  Virtue  Ann.  Kugene's  nurse  ;  and  on 
seeing  the  sergeaiit,  she  threw  up  her  head 
with  a  quick  eatehing  of  her  bi'eath. 

"Did  I  frighten  you?"  asked  the  sergeant. 

"  Oh,  no,  sir  I  '"  said  Virtue  Aim  miserably. 

"Then,  what's  the  matter  with  you?"  lie 
asked  in  a  puzzled  yoice. 

"  It's  not  you,"  said  Virtue  Ann,  hrin<'-in<>* 
her  handkerchief  out  of  her  poeb't,  and  roll- 
ing it  into  a  little  ball. 


»» 


"What  is  it  then? 

"  It's  the  little  boy  —  his  grandfathei''s  dead, 


you  know." 
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"Not  tlu!  little  French  boy's  'TiiiulCiither '.'' " 
•'  Yes,  sir." 

'•  I'm  sorrv  for  this,"  said  the  serL^eant  so- 
berlv.      "  That's  whv  you  liaAeu't  eoiiie  to   the 

H'llS. 

••  Yes.  sir." 

".\ii(l   what's  the  hoy  •••oiiv,!'  lo  do?" 

'•(  )h,  (ill  I  that's  Avhat  bothers  me  ;"  and  Virtiie 
Ann's  tears  betcan  to  sho\yer  down  like  rain. 
•'  It's  an  a\vfal  hard  case,  'i'here  he  sits  day 
after  day  in  those  little  stnffy  rooms,  \yaitinf^ 
for  a  letter  from  France;  and  if  what  he  wants 
doesn't  come  something  just  too  dreadful  for 
anything  will  happen."' 

"  Too  dreadful  I  "  re})eated  tiie  sergeant. 
-Come  now,  young  woman,  take  it  easy,  and 
just  stop  crying,  will  you?  There's  lots  of 
charitaV)le  peo[(le  in  this  city,  and  orphans' 
hones  and  so  on.     He'll  be  all  right." 

''  Do  you  suppose  he'd  go  into  an  orjihans' 
home  ? ''  said  Virttie  Ann,  drying  her  eyes 
and  speakino-  half  indio-uantly.  "You  don't 
know  him,  sir.  He's  priuid  and  shy,  like  a  lit- 
tle old  man.     His  grandfather  made  liim   just 
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like  liiniself.  Oh  I  he's  got  u  lot  to  answer  lur. 
He  was  a  queer  old  man.  and  went  peering 
al)()ut  with  those  little  eyes  of  his,  just  as  if 
he  was  looking  out  f(>r  wiekedness  in  evcry- 
thing." 

''Has  tjie  Itoy  relatives  in  Fraiiee?''  asked 
tlie  sergeant. 

'•  Yes;  one  rich  grand-tmcle  on  liis  mother's 
side.  It  was  to  him  Master  I'Jigene  wrote; 
and  how  do  vou  thiidc  lie  hea^an  his  letter,  sir? 
He  had  no  one  else  hy  hini  :  so  lie  read  it  to  me, 
and  put  it  into  Englisli  so  I  could  understand. 
It  began  this  way,  'Robber,  my  grandfather 
is  now  dead:  and  I  call  upon  you  to  restore 
to  me,  his  rightful  heir,  the  chatto  '  —  is  tliat 
the  right  word,  sir? '' 

■•  I  gtiess  so,''  said  the  sergeant. 

••  Well,  anyway,"  continued  Virtue  Ann, 
'•  Master  Eugene  laid  down  the  law  to  liim. 
He  wants  him  to  give  up  this  big  honse,  and 
the  servants  and  some  money,  and  if  he  does 
not  that  little  innocent  creature  will  —  oh,  dear, 
dear  I "  and  she  fell  to  catching  lier  breath 
again,  and  could  not  speak. 
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"What  will  he  do?"'  asked  the  sergeant 
iin[)atientl\'. 

'•It's  too  iniseml)le  —  I  can't  say  it,"  replied 
Virtue  Ann.  -He'll  make  way  with  liiniself, 
the  little  dear." 

"Are  you  cia/.y?"  asked  tlie  sergeant. 

'•X,,,  sir— no,  sir.  You  don't  know  that  l)oy. 
If  you'd  lived  witii  hini  as  I  have  you'd  under- 
stand liim.  He's  just  as  set  in  his  way  as  a 
man.  Why,  he's  even  told  nie  how  he'll  kill 
liiniself;"  and  she  whispered  a  few  words  in 
tile  sergeant's  ear  that  made  him  start  hack 
and  stare  at  her. 

"Do  go  see  liini,"  said  Virtue  Ann.  -He 
took  a  kind  of  a  fancy  to  you;  I  guess  it  must 
liave  l)eeii  your  uniform," 

"I  guess  so,"  said    the    sergeant.     "Where 


are  you  goino- 


O   " 


"  'J'o  the  corner  grocery  for  some  hread  and 
olives." 

"Well,  you  go  on  tlien,  and   I'll  call   to  see 
the  child." 

"I'll    hurry    back,"    said   Virtue    Ann;    and 
she  sped  on  her  way. 
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The  ser^'ciUit  went  (luickly  <l(i\vii  tin*  strccl 
until  he  t'oiuid  Xo.  2I>.  ( )ii  ai  riviiiijf  there.  !u! 
stepped  inside  tht;  h)l)l>y  :  and  after  iingiii«^  the 
bell  inarke(l  4,  lie  i)Ut  his  ear  to  the  ttibe  he- 
side   it. 

Presently  he  heard  in  Eiijjfeiie's  eloar  voice, 
••  Who  is   there?  '" 

•'Serjijeant   Hardy,"   replied  the  man. 

"Will  yon  have  the  <,^oodness  to  walk  up?"" 
said  Eugene  :  and  as  lu;  s[)oke  he  pressed  a 
spring  that  niado  the  entraneo  door  fly  ')[>en, 
.ind  enabled  thi;  sergeant  to  enter,  and  mount 
the  lono-  flight  o.    stairs. 

At  the  toj)  of  the  house  he  found  himself  in 
a  narrow,  unear[)(!ted  hall,  where  a.  door  stood 
wide  0[)en  with  Eugene   lu'side  it. 

"How  tlo  vou  <lo?"'  said  tlu^  boy  o-ravt'lv, 
extending  his  hand. 

"I'm  well,*'  said  the  sergeant:  "and  I'm 
sorry  to  hear  of  your  trouble." 

Eugene  bow(Ml  in  his  unchildish  fashion. 
and  led  the  way  to  a  small,  barely  furnishetl 
parlor. 

The    sergeant  put   his   helmet   on    tlie   table. 
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{iiid  Silt  (low  II  liy  a  window,  t'lom  wliidi  an 
extended  view  of  distant  liills  could  \n:  liad 
over  llu-  lojis  ol'  far  and  near  lioiises:  wliile 
lOugene  seated  liiniscill"  opposite,  and  streteliinLf 
out  In's  slt-ndt'i'  aims  and  le,L;"s.  ti'ied  liard  to  lill 
the  eliair  that  had  hern  a  laN'orite  one  with  his 
deiid  ('•I'iind father. 

His  endeavor  to  h)ok  yrave  and  manly  was 
not  successful.  He  oidy  impressed  the  serqeant 
as  being  cui'iously  [titiful  and  pathetic;  and  the 
M-ords,  '•  Poor  little  chap,"'  hurst  almost  invol- 
untarily from  liis  lips. 

Eugene  gicw  rather  white;  hut  he  managed 
to  Low  again,  and  to  say  composedly,  "  Thank 
you,  ]\[r.   Oflieer." 

"•Wlien  did  your  grandfather  die?"  asked 
the  sergeant. 

"Five  days  ago."' 

"And  was  it  sudden?" 

"  Extremely  so.  He  came  home  from  the 
towni  mueli  fatigued.  He  lay  down  oji  his 
bed,  rose  np  once,  and  called  in  a  loud  voice, 
'Eugene!'  I  ran  to  him.  but  the  bi'eath  had 
left  him." 
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*•  Vou  have  wnlleii  !<•  }<>ur  ivliiiivcs?"  said 
the  siTj^caiit. 

"Yes,"  it'iilifil  I'ji^'t'iu'.  "I  ><"iit  a  hMtcr  to 
iiiv  •••rainl-uucK;,  w  hn  hoip^lit  I'lniii  ihc  ^'ovcni- 
iiit'iil  the  loiilVx'atiMl  L-.slatf  of  my  ^'randl'atht'i-. 
I  (lemaiuU'd  nnuit'y  from  him  lo  mablt'  iiu'  lo 
live.       If    he    seii<i>    it.    all    will    he    well.       If 

not "'  — 

'••Well,  if  not."  said  the  sei'^'eaiit.  -  thfiv 
are  plenty  of  peo[>le  here  who  will  look  after 
you." 

Eucreiie's  pale  face  thi,>he(l.  -Coiihl  I  he- 
come  a  pauper?  No.  Mr.  Ot'lieer.  If  I  do  not 
receive  sonie  of  the  rents  from  my  L;'ran(Uaiher's 
estate,  I  shall  dis^jose  of  niysL-lf  otherwise." 

'•How  loii'T  since  you've  beeu  out  doors? 
asked  the  sero^eaiit  abrui)tly. 

'•  Not  since  niv  ^-randfather  died,  said 
Eu'Tcne  sadlv.     ''I   have  not  cared  for  it." 

'•Will  vou  "-o  home  with  me  now  and  have 
supper?''  asked  the  sergeant.  "I  wcmld  be 
proud  and  ha})[)y  to  show  you  my  wife." 

Before  Euo^ene  could  si)eak,  a  clappinu^  of 
hands    was    heard.       Virtue    Ann     liad     come 
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quietly  in.  and  had  heard  the  st'rf»'t,'iUit's  jno- 
posal.  ••  Vl's,  Ma.>U'i'  l'^iii;em',  do  g<',"  slic  said 
icvt'iillv. 

Kuoeiic  lii'sitatt'(h  "Do.  })k'aso,"  said  Vir- 
liu,'  Ann  i'oaxin<j;lv  :   "  it  will  do  voii  <rood." 

"  \'»'rv  well,  sii',  I  ar(T|(t  with  alacrity  your 
invitation,"*  said  Ku^enu,  slipping  I'roni  liis 
cJiaii".  and  standiuijf  hcforc  the  sertreant.  "  It 
is  neoessaiT  lliat  I  put  on  my  velvet  suit,"  he 
went  OH,  with  a  slight  sj)arkle  in  his  eyes,  and 
addressing   N'iitue   Ann  as  he  })assed  hei'. 

"Yes,  yes."  she  leiilied  :  '•  1  will  eoine  and 
yet  it  down   for  xou."' 

In  a  lew  minutes  she  came  liuining  hack 
to  the  sergeant.  "  I'm  right  glad  you  asked 
liim.  sir.  I  never  was  in  such  a  tioht  hox  in 
my  life  as  to  know  A\hat  to  do  ahout  this  child. 
\(>n  see.  I'm  a  stranger  here,  as  you  might  say, 
for  I've  only  been  four  months  in  the  city; 
and  his  grandfather  di<ln't  seem  to  have  any 
friends,  and  I  don't  know  aiiv  one  to  li'o  to.  and 
his  money  is  most  gone,  and  he's  such  a  queer 
little  thincf^  and  flies  into  a  rao'e  if  I  cross  him  : 
and  I  don't  know  what  to  do,  and  I  wish  vou'd 
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sulvisc  liiiii.  I  iiskcd  iJiid^Tt  to  t;ilk  to  Mis. 
Mainiiii<_,^  alioiit  Iiim,  —  tlial's  tin-  little  fill's 
mother:  but  siie  xays  the  laily  would  clap  him 
into  a  seliool  oi-  some  place  with  a  lot  of  chil- 
dren, wliert'  he'd  l)e  most  ci';u.  I'll  "o  see 
J»ri(h^n.'t  Ui^aiii  to-iiii;ht.  I  wish  I'd  nioiicv  to 
keep  tiie  little  dear  witli  me.  if  he'd  stay,  lie's 
so  swetit  and  eh\y'aiit  in  his  ways:  hnt  I'm  (»nlv 
Ji  poor  gii'l,  and  I'm  ^-etiini;-  [»ivtty  near  my 
last  dolhii'  —  oh,  here  lie  is  I  (iood-hv,  .Maslci- 
Euj^^-ne :   I'll  eall    f(»r  yon  at   nine." 

Tile  seri^eant  and  Kn^ene  went  slowlv  down 
the  staircase,  and  Virtue  Ann  stood  watching- 
tlieni  until  tlu'v  were  out  of  siu-ht.  Then  she 
drew  a  Iohl;-  sigh,  and  went  into  tlie  kiteiieii  to 
get  something  to  eat. 

The  sergeant  and  Eugene  seaiT-ely  spoke  as 
they  went  along  the  street.  The  man  was 
silent  because  he  was  Avonderiiig  what  he  could 
do  to  help  the  boy  beside  him.  The  boy  was 
silent  because,  despite  himself,  a  soft  joy  and 
i>eace  were  stealinq-  into  his  tronblcd  heart,  as 
he  once  more  minirled  with  his  fellow-beinc>-s, 
and  breathed  the  pure  evening  air. 
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At  List  ill,.  si'rL''('!irit  stM|,|,c(l  Ih'I'mp,.  h  urai 
W-xxlfii  liniis.'  iiral  the  I-'ciis.  - 'J'liis  is  my 
Im'Iiic."   Ii,.   said. 

KiiLTcii.-  I.ioiiolit  hack  his  ryes  t'i..iii  tin'  dis- 
taut  JK.i'izoii.  an. I  llasli.Ml  a  (luich.  appivcialivc 
^laiic'i'  ill  til.'  small  lioiix'  and  the  pn'tty  j^'ar- 
dcn. 

"('onif  in,"  s.'iid  the  sergeant  i^rul'lly.  -Mv 
Mif<'  will  he  fretting-  tlu;  supiH-r." 

Kiio-eiio  saw  no  I'ac'  lookinrr  ,,ut  inv  tli.Mu 
hctwccn  tlic  ruriltMl  window  curtains.  All  was 
(jnict  and  still,  -  tlu-  s.T-'cant  had  evidently  n,) 
ehildicn  :  and  the  hoy  thou-htfnlly  went  int.) 
111."  hiMise,  and  hun^-  uj)  his  eai)  on  a  rack  in 
th.'   hall. 

"  ril  not  put  yon  in  the  j.arlor,"  said  the 
sor^vant.  '-Let's  o-o  tind  the  missis;"  and  he 
stalke.l  (Mit  t.iward  the  kitehen  uL  ihe  hack  .)f 
the    house. 

Eu,t,'-('iie  followed  him  euiiou.sly,  and  with 
some  hesitation. 

'•Isn't  that  II  pietui'e".'"  said  the  sergeant. 
He  had  pushed  open  the  kitchen  door:  and 
Kun'cne.  looking    in,  saw    a    small,  exquisitely 
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clnan  mom.  with  |.iotur»'H  (tti  tlu'  walls,  ami 
wliitf  "lulaiiis  al  llit,'  \viijili)\vs,  aii«l  a  woman 
cookiii'^^  s()iin'thiii'4'  ••v«'r  a  jjfsis-stove. 

*•  Wfll.  witV,"  sai«l  lilt,'  M-n^ciiiit  aLTiVfaljly* 
♦•I'vi'  hiMii^jlit  a  vi>ilMr  liuiiit'  to-iiiirlit  j  lie's 
tlic  littlf  l''i't'iirli  l)o\-  I  \nl\  vtiii  iil»(.\it.  lie 
has  li;iil  a  ;jfi('at  iiiistoitiiiu'. — liis  'LriiiiHJt'.itlii'r 
is  (l<'ail;"anil  Iil-  'gently  {iiish,  d  I^iiMfiif  tui- 
ward. 

Tln!  woman  raised  h.'r  head  .sliL,ditly:  and 
Eu^-t'iu'  saw  that  slit-  lia.l  a  fresli  fare,  ratlier 
yoimgcr  than  tin;  si 'rijea ill's,  clear  hliii'  ryes, 
and  a  <|nanlity  of  suit    white  hair. 

••  Sie[tlien,"  slie  saith  in  a  spoiled,  almost 
ehildish  voice,  "how  eoidd  \'>n'f  tlieiv's  oidv 
stew  enonLfh  lor  iwo,  and  von  knnw  I  don't 
like  hoys." 

••  Ves,  yes.  I  know."  lie  said  L-'ood-naturefllv. 
"  Here's  the  hoy  :  jnsi  look  rnnnd  and  irll  hiin 
so  vonrself." 

Mrs.  Hai'(ly  did  mrn  aronnd  in  tin-  twin- 
I'ling  of  an  eye,  the  ni»lifte(l  sjioon  in  h.-i'  hand. 
•"Mow  do  you  do?"  siie  sai'l  (|nii-klv.  -I  did- 
n't see  you  —  don'i  mind  what  I  say.     I  have 
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just  ii  little  prejudice  agaiust  boys,  because  they 
tease  inv  <  als." 

"Aiui  this  boy  has  a  little  jm-judice  iigain>t 
you  on  lwo  scores,'  said  the  seni-eant,  cliuek- 
Una*  amiably. 

"•  What  are  they?'    asked  Mrs.   Hardv, 

•' I'll  tell  you  latt-r  on."  said  the  sergeant. 

Mrs.  Hardy  laucdied  softly,  and  bent  lier 
wliite  li' ;■(!  over  the  stove-  while  her  liusband 
pointe'l  >'■)  a  i-oekino-. chair  drawn  up  by  one 
of  tli<'  windows,  .lud  ]iosj)iial)ly  invited  Eugene 
to  sit  down  on  it. 

Eugene,  howevei',  would  not  seat  himself 
wb.'le  liis  liostess  was  standing,  a.nd  contented 
Jiiniself  Avith  leaning-  aoainst  it. 

The  sergeant  excused  himself,  and  went 
away  to  chanfje  his  uniform  :  while  Mi's.  Ihirdy, 
betw-een  the  interyals  cf  stirring  the  dish  on 
the  stove,  looked  curiously  at  Eugene  oyer  lier 
shoulder. 

She  was  dressed  all  in  white  :  and  there  was 
something  so  attractive  and  unique  in  her  ap- 
pearance, in  her  fresh  face  and  her  snowy 
hair,  that  tla;  boy  had  dil'liculty  in  keei-jincf 
himself  from  starino-  at  her. 
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"  So  vniir  <ii.iii(lfiitlu'i'  is  (liNiil,'"  slif  said  in 
a  low  voice,  as  if  slie  were  lalking  lo  hoi'solf. 
'"  Voa  must  feel  badlv  aboul  it,  though  voii 
are   only  a  boy." 

Eug-eiu',  without  knowing-  why,  felt  hiniselt' 
growing  Sony  for  her  because  she  was  sorry 
for  iiiiu. 

"One  nnist  suffer  in  this  world,*"  he  said 
patronizingly.     ''It  is  fate." 

'•  You  are  voung  to  haw.  found  that  out," 
said  the  woman  (juietly.  Then,  before  he 
could  answer  her,  she  said,  "  Do  you  like 
oyster  stew  ?  " 

"  I  shall  eat  with  pleasure  anything  that 
vou  prepare,  madam,"'  said  the  boy  eouric- 
ouslv:  "and,  indeed,  that  is  one  of  my  favor- 
ite cishes  —  allow  me  to  assist  you:"'  and  he 
hurried  forward  to  hel[)  lier  in  carrying  the 
dish  to  the  near  dininij-room. 

"  Did  you  hear  me  say  that  there  would 
not  l)e  enough  oysters  for  three?'"  asked  Mrs. 
Hardy,  fixing  her  bright  blue  eyes  on  the 
boy's  face. 

"No,   madam,"  he  said  without  hesitation. 
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••  liiil   voii  must  have  —  you  were  (lose  \)\." 

Eugene  tried  not  to  smile,  but  he  could 
not   lu'lp  it. 

••  Vou  are  telling  a  stoiv  in  order  to  save 
my  fVelings,  aren't  you?"  she  said  brusquely. 

Ku<rene  slirugged  liis  shouklers.  '"  A  story 
—  well,  searcely  tluit." 

••It  is  better  to  huit  my  feelings,"  she  said 
gravely.  "  than  to  say  what  is  not  true.  I 
spoke  too  (piiekly  about  the  oysters.  Here 
is  cokl  meat  and  a  salad  —  A\e  shall  have 
enough.  I  suppose  you  like  oil  in  your 
salad." 

••  I  do,  madam."' 

'•  I've  noticed  Fiench  people  do.  My  hus- 
band takes  sucjar  and  vinegar  on  his.  Now 
I  will  efet  the  chocolate,  and  we  can  sit  down 
as  soon  as  Stephen  comes." 

"Why,  you  and  my  wife  are  getting  on  fa- 
mously," said  the  sergeant,  rubbing  his  hands 
as  he  entered  the  room. 

Eugene  looked  at  him.  His  appearance 
was  quite  changed.  He  Avas  now  dressed  in 
a  suit  of  dark   brown   clothes,  and  he  wore  a 
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led  lU'C'ktie,  and  had  a  white  llower  in  liis 
l)iill(iidi()le. 

••  Tliis  boy  is  not  like  otiier  boys,*"  said 
yivri.   Hardy  cabnly  :  '•  liu  is  a  gentleman." 

"So  you.  like  liini,"  said  the  sergeant  teas- 
iiigly.     ''A  pity  it  is  that  he  can't  like  you." 

"Wliy  can't  he  like  me?"  said  .AFrs.  Hardy, 
silling  down  beliind  the  ehoeolate  and  milk 
jntchers,  and  nioiioning  Eugene  to  sit  beside 
her. 

'*■  Because  you  are  two  things  that  he 
doesn't  care  for." 

••  What  are  they  ?  " 

"•  You  are  a  Moman  and  a  former  school- 
teacher." 

"Don't  you  like  women?"  asked  Mrs. 
Hardy  of  Euaene. 

"•  Madam."  he  said  gallantly,  "  the  world 
Mould  1)0  a  dreary  place  without  your  charm- 


iiiii"  sex. 


'•  And  school-teachers  ?  " 

"  Oh !  I  detest  them,"  he  said  frankly, 
"  with  but  few  exceptions ; "  and  he  bowed 
to  her. 
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•'Do  you  iihviiys  talk  like  tliis  ?  "  asked 
Mrs.   Hardy   witli   uiidisf^nised   curiosity. 

Eugene  smiled  at  lier.  He  knew  that  he 
talk(;d  like  a  grown-up  man. 

'•  Don't  tease  tiie  hi)y/"  said  the  seigeant. 
"  He  isn't  a  prig,  anyway.  Do  you  know," 
lie  went  on,  addressinij  Eugene,  '•  thai  I'm 
very  fond  oi  my   wife;?" 

"  Vou  do  not  sur2)rise  me,"  said  Eugene 
with  his  lips  ;  and  in  his  heart  he  tliought, 
'•  What  astonishing  candor!  I  never  met  such 
people." 

"  Her  father  used  to  be  worth  his  weight 
in  gold,"  said  the  sergeant.  '•  He  owned  a 
flour-mill.  Then  he  failed  and  died ;  and  my 
wife,  like  a  Invave  girl,  taught  and  supported 
herself  till  I  married  her.  I  guess  she'll 
never  do  that  again,  though.  She  has  got  a 
rich  old  aunt  that  is  going  to  leave  her  some 
money  some  day,  so  she  will  be  provided  for 
whatever  happens  to  me." 

'■•  I  confjratulate  you,"  said  Eugene  to  his 
liostess. 

'•I  hope  your  grand-uncle  will  do  as  square 
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a  ihiiiL;  hy  you  as  Jicr  aunt  i,->  dnlw^  l,v  1i,t/* 
said  tlio  seip-aiit.  "We've  -..i  it  duwu  i,, 
l)lai.'k  and  white."' 

Kug-ene's  faee  .qivw  so  pale  lliat  Airs.  Uanly 
shook  lier  liead  at  lier  Imshaiid.  Then  she 
pressed  the  hoy  to  eat  various  tluiigs  tliat 
she  hiid  on  liis  phite. 

^'Yo-ur  hair  is  just  like  a  pile  of  snou' 
to-night,"  s;iid  the  sergeant,  affeetionately  re- 
garding  the  top  of  jiis  wife's  liead.  -I),, 
you  know,  boy,  some  i)eople  are  niisehievous 
enough  to  ask  .if  that  liair  lias  heen  turned 
wliite  on  account  of  my  sins  '/  *"  and  lie 
laughed  uproariously.  -  What  do  you  tell 
them,  Bess?" 

''  I  tell  them  no,"  she  said,  shaking  l,er 
head.  -We  all  turn  gray  in  our  family  when 
we're  forty." 

"It  gives  you  the  appearance  of  heing  in 
ffnnu^e  loiletter  said  Eugene,  who  had  recnvred 
his  composure.  -One  could  imagine  you  just 
stepping  into  your  carriage  to  attend  a  hall." 

Mrs.  Hardy  looked  pleased,  and  handed 
a  huge  slice  of  cake. 


him 


60 


Till:  KL\(;  OF  Tin:  pauk. 


Tlic  Iliiidvs  (lid  not  sjn'iid  ;i  very  lono-  time 
at  tliu  table:  and  Avlieii  sujipcr  was  over  llie 
serLfeaiit  withdrew  to  tlio  ,i;ardrii  to  snioko* 
while  Ku<;eiie  l)eq-o-e(l  to  assist  his  hostess  in 
(•allying  the  dishes   to  the   kiteheii. 

''Do  you  really  want  to  do  it?"  slie  said 
eainesilv:  "or  is  it  only  voiir  iioliteness  that 
makes  you  ask?  Xo,  don't  answer  quiekly  ; 
take  a  minnte  to  think/' 

Out  through  the  o[)en  window  Eugene  could 
see  the  little  garden  Hooded  with  electric  litjlit 
from  the  near  street,  and  the  sergeant  saunter- 
ing about  it  with  a  pipe  in  his  mouth. 

'*  You  liad  rather  be  with  him,  had  you  not  ?" 
said  ]\Iis.   Hardy. 

"  I  liad."'  re})lied  Eugene,  the  words  slipping 
out  of  his  mouth  before  lie  could  recall  them. 

"•Tlien,  run  away,"  said  Mrs.  Hardy;  '"it  is 
good  for  boys  to  be  in  tlie  open  air  as  much 
as  possible,  and  T  am  used  to  washing  my 
dishes  myself.  That  china  belonged  to  mv 
mother,  and  was  very  expensive,  and  you  might 
let  it  fall :  and  then,  perhaps  you  would  spot 
your  velvet  suit." 
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EiiLrem.  WL'iii  oiit-ol-doois  :  imd  while  walk- 
ing alioiit  the  inoisl  <;ai'(icii  paijis.  he  full,, wed 
tilt'  sci'm-aiil's  (liivctidiis  willi  if<.-ai(|  (,,  MJckiiMr 
a  iiuiiihcr  of  tliL'  swfci  ticimildiis  tldwers  to 
takr  lidiiie   with  liiiii. 

••  Whal  n'aiiu's  can  you  [)Iay?  "  asked  tlio 
se!'_;'eaiii  as  his  eye  ran  over  the  iileasiiiu'  svin- 
iiirtry   of   I'jin'eiie's   lin'ure. 

••1  can  fence  and  dance,"  said  Kunem'.  ••  and 
ride  |)as.sal)lv  :  also  I  am  fond  of  tisiiin"',  and  I 
can  I'nn  well  at  ihe  L;aniu  one  calls  "prisoner's 
l)ase  *   in   this  (.'oumry." 

"(Tood:  hut  what  have  you  done  liere  ?  Do 
you  play  l)ased)all  and  cricket  or  footd/all  ?  " 

••  Xot  as  yet."*  said  the  boy  sadly,  hut  proudly; 
'"We  can  afford  iiothini;'."' 

'' \Vc  must  see  to  that  if  you  stay  in  Hostoii," 
said  the  sergeiuit.  ^'  You'll  not  make  yourself 
a  man  if  \-ou  don't  have  manly  exercise.  Whv, 
litre's  Dodo  coming  home,  and  old  Toddles 
with   her." 

Eugene  lifted  up  his  eyes  and  smiled  in 
amusement  at  two  )'alher  decrepit  cats  that 
were  clinihing  the  garden   fence. 
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"Those  are  ouf  linusr  cats.*'  said  the  ser- 
geant.   ••  |inilllMlc(l    t'|(>lll    the    p;irk    to    IkiIIU'    sci- 

vicf  on  acMMiunt  of  olil  an'c     Coiiie  in.  pussies, 
and  liave  some  sii|ipLT.'* 

Tile  torioiseslirll  pair  lud'orc  t-ntfriiiLT  the 
lioiist!  \vali<rd  pniiiiinlv  aiound  tin-  >i'i'_;eant. 
uiid  rnlii)c(l    ilicni>cl\ fs  against    liis   Ir^s. 

"It's  nondnl'ul  what  atTfclion  the  civatures 
liave,"  he  said  niu>iiiL;l\ ,  as  lir  indk  iiis  jiipc 
from  lii>  mouth,  and  hiokcd  down  at  Humii. 
"Don't   you    like   (himh  animals,   hoN?'" 

"I  had  a  pony  in  iMancc  that  I  lathcr  caicd 
for,"  said  Kut^viie,  "and  1  like  ]inntiii'>-do<''s 
imperfeetly  widl." 

"  I)Ut  you  (h»n't  tni(]er,stand  duml>  creatures."' 
said  the  ser^'eaiit.  "I  ean  tell  hy  the  wav  tint 
you  speak  tliat  you  don't.  There's  a  whole 
book  of  knowledge  shut  up  from  von.  hov. 
Some  day  perhaps  it  will  l)e  o[iened.  and  you'll 
enjoy  life  more  from  ku(>winn'  that  thei'e  are 
more  live  ihiiiLiS  to  enjoy  it  ami  to  like  vou 
tliau  you  have  liad  auy  suspieiou  of.  Let's 
<;-o  in  uow.  I  jruess  the  missis  has  u-ot  things 
tidied." 


A    (III LI)    IS    TUnlliLK. 
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Mis.  Hanly  was  stiiiidiiiL;' (Ui  the  jioii-Ii.  Imik- 
iii'^'  like  a  yiil   wiih   Ikt  slim  iiyuic  mid  wliiie 

<'iiWIl. 

"  WoiiM  V'tii  lilcr  to  |)l;iv  some  Lramcs/"  she 
^a>k('il  hi'i'  ^'iii-st    softly. 

Ill'  >Iio\\.m1  a  [Miliie  {ilcasure  at  tin;  projxisal, 
and  diiiiii;4'  the  iicKt  two  hoiiis  .Mrs.  Ilaidy 
iiiiriainl  jiim  into  tin'  mysteries  of  soiiir  .Aiiht- 
iciui  p.irlor  amuseineiits  that  he  ha<l  never  he- 
toie   lieai'd   of. 

\Vh<Mi  Virtiu,'  Ami  came  for  !iim,  his  chct-ks 
were  Hushed  and  his  face  happv.  He  looked 
lik  a  different  hoy  from  the  dtth'  eareworii 
ereatiire  that  ha<l  arrived  there  ;i  few  hours 
earlier. 

••  Thank  you  kindly,  ma'am."  said  Virtno 
Ann  in  a  low  voiee  to  Mis.  llanly  :  *' yoiTve 
done  an  aiifi^ers  deed  in  comforting'  him.  Tm 
sure  I  don't  know  what's  to  liccome  of  the 
little   l.id  :  "   and   she  si'jhcd   licavih". 

All  the  evening-  Mr.>.  llanly  had  heeii  re- 
yarding  the  hoy  with  a  curious  inteiitiiess  of 
gaze.  At  Virtue  Aim's  words  her  eyes  again 
v/aiideied    to   Kuucne  :    and  she    said   wistfulh', 
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**J)o  yoii  say  that  he  is  (juitc  aloiit'  in  tlic 
Woi'ld,  (|iiit(',   (|uiu.'  aloiu; '/  " 

"  Vl's;  except  his  old  '^nainl-iiiiclc  in  Fraiic"." 
said  VirliiL'  Aim  with  a  Niiill.  "He'll  iidi  dd 
anvthiii''"  lor  him.  I  inisdnuhl.  I've  hcaid  lli.- 
•^raiidtathfi-  lalkiiiL;'  ahdiil  him  :  and  1  ;^mu'Ss 
lie's  no  ht'ttci'  than  a  skinilint.  ami  "'  —  hiil  lii'ic 
Virtue  Ann  uas  ohliircl  lo  hreak  olT  ahrujitly, 
for  iMin'cne  came  t'oruai'd  to  lake  leave  of  his 
hostess. 

Mrs.  Hardy  listened  with  a  smile  on  her 
fac«'  to  his  wflhhicd  assnianees  that  lu'  had 
luid  a   jileasaiit    \isit. 

"•  Yoii  were  eriticisinL;'  ns  all  the  time,"  she 
said  keenly:  and  when  i'ji^'eiie.  in  discDmpo- 
sure,  eonld  do  nothing'  hnt  L;a/.e  heliile>sly  at 
her,  she  hent  down  snddeidy  and  kissed   him. 

"Never  mind,  litlh'  lad.""  slu.'  said.  "I  know 
that  this  has  heen  a  ehanq-e  for  von.  (iooil- 
iiiu'ht,  n'ood-niu'lit ;'"  and  loiin-  after  her  Imshand 
went  into  the  honse.  she  stood  in  the'  dooi'way, 
her  eyes  wanderino-  down  the  street  that  Virtue 
Ann  and  her  young  charge  had  taken  to  go 
home. 
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\  iiiuu  Aiiu  hull  lu't'u  ([uil.;  iiiipri'ssfil  Wy  lln; 
cosiness  iiinl  jai'lty  t'iiriii>lii»i;^s  dt'  llic  liltlt? 
(;ott:i;j;«',  iiiul  l)y  lln'  miii'^li'"!  tli^iiity  ;iinl  nddiiy 
of   till!  >rl;^i'illll"s   w  ll'f. 

"  Slio  was  lil<i'  ail  did  [)ictiur  uilli  lliat  wliiti! 
hair,"  she  nuinimivii  lo  luTst'lt';  "and  yd  ihcre's 
11.)  iiDiiseiist;  ahoiu  \u'\\  I  LiiU'ss  shu's  ii  iji'dod 
h()U>('kt!L'|)i'r  liMi,  fill  cNciylhiii^-  was  as  iical  as 
wax..  Wlial  a  "uod  hoiiic  that  wniild  he  lor 
Master  lOuj^i'iic !  "  and  shf  si'^'ht-d  as  shi;  ghiiicetl 
at  the  (juict   lad   l)l'^id^'  \\vv. 

Sergeant  Hardy  was  tired  that  ni'ulit.  and 
went  to  !)ed  as  soon  as  iMij^ajiie  had  left  his 
house.  About  one  o'eloek  lie  was  awakiMU'(l 
by  the  sound  of  su[)pressed  so])bing  :  and  start- 
ing up  in  bod,  he  dimly  saw  his  wife  standing 
by  the   window. 

"'  What's  the  matter,  liess  ?  ""  he  asked 
sleepily. 

She  lifted  her  wliite  liead  that  she  had  laid 
against  the  window-pane.  "•  ^  Stepheul  did  I 
wake  you?  Tm  simit.  It's  nothing  —  go  to 
slee[)  again." 

"People  don't  get  up  out  of  bed  in  tlie  mid- 
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die  ol"  till'  iiitflit  tn  u'»  1»m:i  ii[i  iiyaiust  win- 
<l<»\v.s  iiii<i  Stan-  out  iiilo  ilif  dark  l\ir  Jiuiliinv;."' 
Ill'  sai<l  ill  a  iiiaUi'i-ol'-tact  way.  "Wliai's 
w  n  )i  I ' '  w  i  1 1 1   \ « 1 1 1 ,   I  'm^ss  '.'' ' ' 

'•  St«,'[»lu!ii,"'  «liu  .sal<l  in  a  icprcssftl  v<iic»'. 
••  ill  all  tluj  years  that  uu'vc  l»<'tii  iiianictl 
\ttir\t'  ot'u'ii  lu'aiil  iiKi  sav  ln>\v  tflail  I  am 
that    I've  never  hail  a  chihl." 

''Often,   I  Jess." 

*'II(»\v  ^hul —  how  (leliL^'htiMl  I  am,"  she 
Uellt  I'll  (|iiietl\-,  thiui'_;li  he  UlieW  ItV  luT  tolleS 
thai  slu'  was  t reniMiii'^'  like  ;i  leal",  "lliat  wo 
liavi'  imt  hail  to  hiiinrh  another  little  eliihl 
into  this  World  (.f  care  ami  Iroiihle  :  it's  sueli 
u  sad   woild   lor  children." 

'•I  know.  I  know."  he  said.  ti'Niim'  not  to 
yawn  as  he   listened   to  her. 

" 'J'licv'it'  siieh  a  woii\-  when  thev'i'e  "■low- 
inn'  "1''"  •'■'^'^'  coiiiinucd  soi'imvl'iilly :  "they  ^'et 
ill,  and  y«)ii  have  to  fuss  r>vef  tln'm  in  the 
<la\-tinie,  aixl  ilu'v  call  N'oii  out  of  \-oiif  wai'iii 
hed  at    night." 

"Of  course  they  do."  lie  resjjonded.  "They're 
always  Ijh'atinu'  like  lainhs  after  th(.'ir  i)arents." 
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"Aim!  iiiotlu'i'M  ^'»'t  iliiii^t^tMl  tl.iwu  Miitl  \M.iii 
tiiii  :  itiid  tlicii.  when  th«'  little  thiiM's  •rmu'  oi.j 
«'lin||.^r|l     to     li.'     ;l    cumt'oit.    lliry    Jfo    llWiiy    tVuUi 

yoii  (tilt  into  the  world,  or  rlst.'  you  iHk  ami 
U'iive  tlicin,  and  aliiio^i  l»r<'iik  \*a\v  IkmiI  in  the 
'^••oiiiir,  lu'caiise  ydii  tliink  otjit'i'  jm'o|iI.'  won't 
Im-  as  tcndrr  witli   tiii-ni  as  yoii   liavr    Ik-imi." 

••  Xatiirall)/'  -^•ruwii'd  tin-  sri'<.f(Mnt.  "A 
I'ody  wonld  almost  tliiidc  yoii  had  Iict-n 
thloii^jl     the     fXjirl  iencf." 

••'I'Ik'ic  ai»'  too  many  childifii  in  tht? 
world."  said  his  wite  Ytdicnicntlv.  •'Ifrar  int- 
say  an'iiiii,  Stephen,  that  I'm  i^Iad.  L;lad.  ///'/■/, 
that  I  have  n^'vci'  had  any:"' and  she  said<  out 
of  his  siL^'iit  into  a  seat  in  a  daik  corner,  and 
covered   her   tare    with  her  hands. 

'•You're  so  L,dad."  said  h.-r  hu-hand  kindly, 
and  yet  a  little  ii(.nieally.  "tliat  you'ic  erv- 
iiig  yoiir  eyes  out  ahout    it." 

"Let  iiie  alone.  Stephen."  she  said  jiassion- 
ately  :  "let  ine  ery.  ^'ou  ha\e  always  hceu 
kind  and  indid'^'ent  with  ine.  and  ha  me  have 
my  own  way:  and  I  have  i^'ot  sellUh,  and  look 
out  alwavs  for  m\'  own  comfort." 
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••Oh  I  never  miiid.  iivvt-i'  :iiiii(l,  licss."  lie 
said  ('()iisi)iiiiL;ly  •■(id  into  lied  iinain:  nou'II 
t;ik('  cold." 

•' \(),  !i(>!'"  slic  cxchiiiiu'd.  •■  Let  iiic  l)t' 
iiiisfllisli  t(ii"  oiicc.  \a[  iiic  iiiiaij'ine  iIkU  in 
the  noxL  looin  ilusro  is  a  litlle  siei-;  elnhh  thai 
il  may  call  me  at  any  minnie.  llial  I  mnst  I)e 
ready  to  o'o  to  it:"  and  sohliin"-  as  if  hei- 
lu'art  woiiM  ])reak,  she  (h'ew  Ik  !■  whitf  hair 
over  her  liead  like  a  veil,  and  eurle(l  herM'lf 
up   miserably  on    the    low  seat. 

The  serL;'eant  Iooke(l  in  Ikm'  direetion  eom- 
])assioiiate'ly  and  with  I'l'si^-natioii.  ••  I'd  cry 
with  yon,  liess,  if  I  could."  lu(  said  th'owsily, 
'•l)nt  I  can't.  I'll  L;'et  n[)  and  make  a  hot 
drink   foi-  you,  thou<'h,   if  xou   like." 

"  Xo,  no;  1  don't  want  a  hot  drink,"  .she 
moaned. 

''l  yuess  ril  just  let  you  alone.  You 
^vomen  like  to  make  youi'selves  miserable 
sometimes,"  he  said  }>hilosop]iically ;  and  lay- 
inu^  Ills  head  down  on  the  pillow,  he  was  soon 
asleep. 
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CIIAPTKR    IV. 

TlIK    KKST    OF   Tin:    CATS. 

I^r(;K\K  liad  t';iitlifiilly  j)i'oiiiisc(l  i!i.>  sci'^-caiit 
tliat  lie  would  n'l"  tor  a  \\a!k  in  the  [lark  tiic 
next  iiK/riiiii;^',  and  llicrc  llic  sfrgcaiit  accoid. 
iiu'-lv  met  liiiii  at    rlcxcn  o'clock. 

'Jlic  hoy  was  strollinn'  aloii^'  the  soiiilu'rii 
part  of  the  Fens:  and  as  he  haltc«I  neai'  the 
Agiissiz  hriilt^e,  the  sergeant  eaiiL;ht  up  with 
liini. 

'•  (xood-niorninL^',""  he  s:\\d  eluH'rily.  *•  Vhcrc's 
your  mirse  with  the  c-.,,),]  Mine  to-(lav?'" 

'•  Good-inorning  "'  said  J-jigtMie  with  a  Ijri^in 
look  at  liini.  ••Virtue  Ann  had  sweejiiiiL;'  to 
do:  and  she  says  tliat  T  am  now  suflicicntlv 
old  to  go  out  unatlendei],  though  ii  is  not 
the  custom  to  do  so  in  mv  eountrv  mail  one 
is  older." 

'•You're  l)ig  t-nough  to  go  alone."  said  the 
sergeant.      ••  We    think    here    tliat    it    makes    a 
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iii(i11vi'.i(1(11l'  ot  a  !i(i\   *>•  have  some  (int.'  at  liis 

iiit'ls    waldiiiin'    liini    all    tlic    time.  Have    \-(tu 

[■aid  Vdtir  ii'S['i'cts  t(i.li)liii   ()"l!rill\  ihis  luoin- 
iii!'''.' "' 

O 

"Xf):  I  I'avt'  just  arrived  t'loiii  lion'c.  I 
shall    n'o  ihci'c    later."' 

"No   news   hoiii    I'lanee   \et    I   suppose'/" 

••  ( )li.  no  I   it   is  liot    1  inie." 

"  Well,  you'll  have  to  wail.  Tlu're's  iiotliiiiL;' 
like  patieii'-e  in  this  lit'e.  Don't  ^■()^l  want  to 
etmie  down  this  jiath  with  me.  and  see  tlie  rest 
(if  luy  colony  of  eats?  This  is  whei'e  they 
live. 

'•  It  will  give  i:ie  i^'i'eat  pleasure."  said 
Kn^'eiie, 

The  seroeaiit  turned  abruptly  iVoni  tlie  road 
to  a  shady  j)ath  leadiuL;  to  a  duck  [lond.  Sta- 
tioning himself  midway  in  it,  he  gave  u  whistle 
tliat  Eugen(_'  noti(,'e(l  w;is  (|uite  dit'fei'eni  iVoin 
his  call  for  King   Jioozy. 

The  bov  st(K>d  aside;  and  iiresenllv  lie  sa\\' 
little  gray  lieads  pee[)ing  cautiously  from  lie- 
tweeii  the  letives.  and  heaid  a  numbt-r  of  timid 
voices   giviiig  tentative   mews  of  welcome. 
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"  It  isn't  t\'Liliii;4'-Liiiu',"'  s;ii(i  ilic  scr^'caia  ; 
'•  wlu'ii  it  is  llu.'y  jii-^t  tuiiildt'  own-  each  other 
to  o'ct  to  me, — and  lliey'ru  a  little  alVaid  of 
yon." 

Kngeiio  (Itew  still  farther  hack;  and  then 
the  eats  eaiue  fast  enough. — yoimL>-  and  old. 
gay  and  soher  ones,  [)niTing  eontenteilly  ami 
waving  their  tails,  as  they  circled  in  and  ont 
about  the  sergeant,  and  jnin[)ed  ii[)  to  ruh  them- 
selves against  him. 

"Those  are  sisters,"  said  the  sergeant,  in- 
dicating t  vo  young  gray  pussies  wlio  were 
walking  aoout  with  tails  laid  j»i'ondl\-  aloft; 
'•and  that  is  the  old  mother,  the  ([neeii  of 
the  gang,"  he  added,  laughing  at  an  ansteri! 
Maltese  eat  who  was  cui'ling  the  ears  of  a  kit- 
ten; "she  makes  them  stand   round." 

Eugene  addressed  a  cotni alimentary  remark 
to  the  ^[altese  eat,  ;vho  stared  at  him  suspi- 
ciously from  eye.-^  that  looked  like  white  cur- 
rants in   the  strotig  light   of  the  sun. 

••  ^  ou  can't  deceive  lu-r."  said  the  sergeant, 
as  the  cat  turiKMl  awav  from  j-'ngcne  to  join 
the  hand  about  their  patron.     -She  k:iows  voii 
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tloii't  lik'c  liiT.  Ydii  ciiii  fdol  a  liiimnii  Ix'iiit,' 
(juickfr  iliuii  voii  can  an  aninuil  ;  and  an 
animal  wdn't  lie  as  ut'lcn  as  ;i  liuniaii  ])eiiiL;', 
tlK»iinli  llu'V  will  (l(t  it  .sonu'linu'S.  \'(iii  needn't 
try  In  catch  ihciii,  little  one.""  lie  went  on,  ad- 
dicssin!"'  ;i  cliil«l  who  came  suddeidv  raciii'j' 
down  ;i  jiatli  :  "they  \V()n"t  let  any  one  but 
the   ]iark   police  lay   ;i  hand  on    them." 

Kveiy  eat  had  disiip2)eai'ed  at  the  advent  of 
the  child,  and  with  ;i  disappointed  fiiee  .she 
went   hack    tlu,'   way  she  had  eonn,'. 

"•  Would  you  like  to  see  the  eats'  winter  bed- 
fellows'/"  said  the  sergeant,  addressing  Ku- 
g-er.e. 

*•  1  should  like  it  lemaikahlv  well."*  said  the 
}ioy  :  and  he  followed  the  sergeant  to  the  duek- 
pond. 

On  arrivitiL!'  tliere  the  sei'ovant  crave  a  thiid 
variei,  of  wliistle.  and  a  Imst  of  glossy  crea- 
tures rtislied  ashoie.  quacking  and  gal»hling  le- 
pvoachfully  at  their  friend,  who  stood  merely 
looking-  at  them  without    offerincf  them   food. 

•"•  Tliey're  ;  iinoyed  with  me.""  he  said:  and 
he   hi.n.olu'd.  as   the   ducks   one   and   all   struck 
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tliL'  grduiid  >li;njilv  with  their  l)raks,  and  luiii- 
ing  their  haeks  on   him    IiUmI   into   the  jmumL 

'•  \'iui  n'rcedv  lhiiii>-s.'"  lie  went  nn  :  ••  \tuir 
tlituiii'hts  don't  li'ct  niiieh  higher  than  -•imkI 
living,  thon^^li  you're  i)retly  kind  to  tlie  cats 
in  winter.  Do  you  kiiow  (hieks  and  eats  all 
sleep  together  after  it  gets  ecild'/" 

"Ueallvl"  ejaculated  l-]n<j'eiu'.  "Is  that  a 
jiossihle  thing?" 

"Yes,"  said  the  sergeant;  "they  sleep  in 
boxes  lilled  with  hay.  ^ly  wife  :;a\  s  it  is 
'sweet'  to  see  the  ducklinjxs  and  kittens 
brought  up  togetlier.  She  lias  a  verv  kind 
heart  for  animals,  has  my  wife." 

"I  can  well  imagine  that  ]\Irs.  TIardy  is 
always  kind,"   said   Kngeiie. 

The  serrjeant  olaneed  at  him  slian)lv.  The 
boy  s[)()ke  in  the  tones  of  ordinary  politeness, 
not  warmly   by  any   means. 

"  Do  ycni  keep  Jio  pigeons'/"  Kugene  went 
on. 

"  Yes,  a  few,"  said  the  sergeant. 

"And  where  is  the  place  that  they  live, — 
the  pi[/eonHier^  as  oi>e  says  in    l-'rance?" 
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"Ill  llie  i()\)  of  llie  (lu(;k-li(>u>L'.  Tlicv  liiive 
no  lioiisi'  of  tlii'ir  o\\ii." 

"Ill  i''riin('o  lu'iirlv  ovltv  conntrv  liou>e  lias 
11  j>i</run)ilef\"  said   I-Jinciic. 

••We'll  L,''t't  OIK-  here  in  linic,"'  said  tin-  st-r- 
yi-aiil.  "Now,  if  von  want  (n  insjiecl  llir  ifsl 
of  mv  nicnau'cric.  let  ns  '••(»  hark  to  the  liiid<'\\"' 

"What  ]iav(j  you  llu-ic'.''"  usUlmI  lOut^^ene  as 
tlu'v  i)a<'L'd  slowl}'  uj»  tlu.'  j)atli. 

"A  llock  of  tweiity-oiK'  <_;-tH'se.  Sec,  tliciv 
tlu'V  iiiv  (Uit  on  tlu'  niai'.sliL'S.  Hullo,  tlic'v'iv 
liaviii''"  a   (luarrt'l   with   llir   w  il<l  "eese." 

'•  Ilavo  yi'U  wil<l  oiu.'S  also/*" 

"A  fi'W  only.  Hear  liow  Uity'ic  scrcaiuinL,'-. 
Wliat  ti'nipL'i's  I  I'll  w  liisilc.  and  [JLTliajts  I'll 
catcli  their  attoniion."' 

Tlu;  SL'i'^'canl  whi>th'd  in  vain.  The  wind 
was  l)lowinL>'  over  the  inai>-hes.  and  the  li'eese 
were  ti»<>  much  enn-anvd  in  their  disimte  to 
lieed  his  voice  that  oidy  reached  them  faintly. 

"They  renund  me  of  the  j'rairie  fowl  out 
AVest,"  said  the  scr'-eant.  "  They  were  micihiv 
fond  of  dancini^'  round  each  other,  hut  they 
always  ^^•ound  up  wiih  a  row.     Now,  1  haven't 
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aiiytliiiin-  uunv  t..  sI,o\v  v. mi  il,is  inM,i,i,,o-.  ] 
l'<'li"vc  ril  walk  up  lJ.-yIst,»i,  Stivn  way  witii 
>'"^    'l    '''l-       ('•"»*'     over     x.iiHj     t'.v.lil|.^-tii|„.     t,, 

SIM.   thrs,.  civatiires.      'ri„.y',v   niniv   int.-ivstiiiM- 

lllOll.        ]h>u'[      l.lillM'     y.Mll'     Illirs...     tlloll;,;!;.    ,io\Vll 

Iiore.      Tliesc   cats  just  hale  woiiicii." 

"K'T  tilt'  saiMc   ivasoii   that    the   kinM.  (hu-s'/"' 
asktjd  Kiio-cuo. 

"\e.s;    lliey've    mostly    Keen    turned    ,.ut-(.f- 
doors  1)y  \V(.ni(Mi,  and  they  don't   t'oi-vt  it.      I'm 
sorry  it's  so,  for   I  am    loud  ,,f    u,„,„.,,  nivself: 
Imt   animals,  and   cats   especially,  don't    loi.^vi 
■•"I    injury:    that    i.^v    the    most    of    them    don't. 
They're   very  like    us.   some    foririve   and   some 
don't:  and  they're  ju.>t  as  full  of  contradictions 
as   we   are.     Some    of  them    will    put    up   with 
thing's  fr.un  the   (ew   people  they  like   Ix-st    that 
they  won't  put  up  with   fiom  a  strano'er.     For 
instance,   a   doo'    will    let    his    master   cuff    hiin 
I'ound,  when    he'd    bite  u   stian-er   that 
lay  a   linovr  on  liini.     That's  just  the   way 
iiiv    with    our  own    families.     My    wife    and    I 
will    take    tilings    from     each     other     that     we 
wouldn't    from    other    people.        IJy    the     way, 
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tliciv  iiic  xiiiic  tiiir  Ii.iys  cuiiiiiiM  almin'  that  I'd 
lil^t'  In  ililKHlncc  Vdil  to.  Dii  \  (,u  sec  tliciii  ■/ 
'I'liiit  is  ;i  M-ijind  t'cllow.  tliat  (Uio  wiiii  tlir  fodt- 
I'iill    iiihIcI'   his  aiiii." 

Kii^ciiL'  shrank  hack,  and  made  a  n-i'stiuc  of 
(lisst'iit. 

"\«iii'll  liki'  them/'  said  the  stTpfcaiit  cnr- 
iii'-tl\  :  and  \\vUnv  Ew^viw  vimhl  speak  he  liad 
adihcsscd   llic   hoys,   \\\u>   lialtt-d    hctoic   him. 

'•  W't.'  ait'  '^'oiiiM'  t.)  run  laccs  on  iht-  h)nL;' 
path,      said   oiu'  dl'   iIumh. 

'•  \'(>u  (Ill-Ill  to  cut  over  the  irfound  like  a 
North  Dakota  jack-ral)i»it,"  said  the  suim-ant 
tiii'iiing-  to   Kiit^ene. 

The  French  lad  tried  to  si>eak-.  luit  could  not. 
lie  had  so  Ioiil;'  heen  cut  off  I'mm  the  society 
oF  other  boys  that  j^'etting  anion^;'  I  hem  a^'aiu 
was  like  takinn-  a  pluiiLi't!  into  a  cold  bath. 
However,  one  boy,  to  whom  the  serg-eant  nodded 
in  a  sio-nilicant  way.  took  Eucrene  undei-  his 
protection  :  and  with  unconcealed  delight  the 
sergeant  stood  watching  the  I'oniid  dozen  of 
them  kick  up  their  hetds.  and  scamper  over  the 
level   road  to\\ard  their  racino-o'i'otmd. 
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Kiip'ii.'.    Im    iIh"    M-ri^fiiiii's    |iii.I,..    k,.],!     lip 

Uitl.   tUv    l.r>t    nt    ll.rl,,.       ••  ||..    is    1,,„-  ail. I   Iran, 

jn>(  hko  11  <,nvyli(.iiii<l/'  iniitlnr.I  il,,.  ,,i;iii  as 
lie  w«.rit  rniitcnt.Mllv  ,.,,  Ms  fur  ..f  iiisiK-.-ti..M 
tl'i(.ii-li  til,,  j.ark:  "l.ut  hr  l.n.ks  a  liiil,.  iiiMlrr- 

t<<l.  I  Ui.l,  In.  ,.,,|||.|  nvt  sniiir  ,,f  I'.rss's  n.ast. 
lii'i'l    (iccasidiiallv," 

Wlirii  tl,,.  si'r«r(.;u,t  went  liMin,.  t.i  Iii^  .liiMi,.,- 
"I  ""•'  <M'lnrk.  I,,,  tol.l  his  uif,.  al„„it  lur.'tin^^r 
I^IIHCIIt?. 

"  I'll!  nia.l    v.. 11   sent    liini    h.   plav."'  sI...  sai.l. 
'•.IIi>   iiiiisc   lias   Immmi   Iicic,  and   w,.   uviv   talk- 

'"-'  '^'•"""   J'""-      Il">^  u  sIuiMiu  t.,  liavc  the  chil.l 
S(»  like  an  dhl  man.*" 

'•'ies:     It    is,"     sai.l    the    scrnvaiit    a])S(.-ntIy. 

'•  Wliat   liave   ymi    o-,,t    lor  .Hnn.T.    iL-ss/      Tm 

iV;irfulIy  hun,u-rv,  an.i  1  sni.-ll  s..iiu-thinM.  o^uod." 

'•>^t.'ak  and   onions  an. I  apj»h-|.i,./'   said   liis 

^vit■('.     -Siq,]„.n,   I    want  that    h..v." 

'•  V..U  nant  that  Im.v  !  •"  sai.l   Iht  h.isl.an.l 
a  <Iii/.("d  iHuinicr.      "What  d..  ymi  niran '/ " 

•'•'nst  exactly  what  I  say."  .she  replicl  with 
.i,m'at  (■(.inposuro.  -I  uant  him  t..  .-..mr  h.-iv. 
His  nurse   has  heanl  of   a  -....d   situati.ui.  and 
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it  is  too  had  to  krcp  lu-r  on  tlicic  liviiin'  with 
liiiii    when    they   liavc  so   htiir   iiioiif\  ." 

Ilrr  liushaml  sat  down  to  tiic  tahh.-.  and 
h('<4-an  to  caivf  the  sicak.  ••  Ih.»."  he  said 
ivnion.stratin^l\.  •■  voii  (•onl(hrt  <'ci  him  hfiv 
—  tlial  little  thoi(.ii-hl)i.(l.  pi'ond  I'.dlow.  Ih' 
looks  down   on   ns." 

"Why  diK's  lie  look  down  dn  ns '/ "  a>kcd 
Mis.    Manly. 

•"  Well,   i    t^nos   he    iliinks  wc  doii'l    Ijcdon* 
to  the  aiistociacw" 

"•  .Vicn't  yon  as  L;'ood  a  man  as  thni'  is  in 
tliis  city;   "   ask.-d   Mrs.    Ilaidy   caincsth-. 

*•  I  slionhhrt  wonder  it'  I  am."  said  the  sci'- 
_L,''t'ant  with  uicat  comiilaccncy.  ••tlmu-jh  I 
min-lit  hf  JH'ttcr  than  I  am.  I5nt.  Tu'ss,  vou 
don't    innU'istand."" 

'•  I  nndt'istand  this  mndi.""  she  said.  "Here 
is  a  lonely  child  in  a  hi^;'  city,  withont  a  sonl 
l>nt  a  jioor  iijnoiant  nni'sc  to  look  aftci'  him. 
II  yon  take  him  hy  j'oicc,  jind  jait  him  some- 
where where  he  doesn't  want  to  oo,  he'll  pine 
to  death.  If  we  can  coax  him  liere,  and  make 
liim  ha^jpy  till  soniethino-  is  aiTanL,n'd"  — 


Tin-:  UEsT  (,}■'  nil:  < ms. 


v^ 


1  i 


"  'liiifs  all  vtTV  line,"  sii.j  ill,.  sriMv.iiit  ; 
-I  sec  ulial  voii'if  al'trr.  U.-ss.  ^'mi'v,.  taken 
a  --ivat  taiicv  tc  lliat  l...y.  Vciril  -,.i  l,i,„  i,,,,.,.^ 
■'ii'l  fall  to  iK-iiiii-'  him  :  til. '11,  when  lu/s  sent 
tor  to  -u  t..  Fiance,  y.-ii'll  Kivak  vour  heait." 

"  '  ''"""'  '"'ii'-vt'  Ih'  will  ever  he  .sent  lor.'" 
^ai<l    .Mrs.    Ilardv   ealinlv. 

The  sei-vant  laid  a>i(Ie  liis  knife  and  f.)rk. 
aiid  hroni^ht  his  hand  down  <.n  the  tahle.     ••N..\v 

""•^''''^«-""l'    1*"'^^ •<•    lor  all.   Fn.    n..t    -..in,-- 

t"  I'liii,'-;  lip  oilaT  |.eo|ih''s  children.  If  I  had 
a  s(.n  (.f  my  ..wn  it  w..nld  he  din'erenl.  II,.\v 
d..  we  kn..w  liMU-  this  litil,.  shaver  will  tniii 
out  ■/  His  h..ad  is  cramiiir.I  ftdl  of  notions, 
and  he  thiidcs  no  inoiv  of  t.dlin-  a  lie  than  I 
do  of  ttdlin^-  the   truth. " 

-Some  one  has  to  hiin-  him  up."  said  Mjs. 
Hardy:  "and  la,'  oidy  t.dls  stories  out  of  j.oliie- 
ness.      Jle  will  Li'et  over  it." 

-I    t<.ld    y.Mi    hefoiv    that    he's    diff.-relit    floni 

lis."   said  the  sei;n'eaiu  ii'ritahly.      -I)..)!"!  tease, 

I)        •• 
ness. 

"No.  I  won't.  Sic-phen."  she  said  .piietly  ; 
'•perhaps  you   are   li-ht.   oidv  "  — 
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"Only  what  '!  "  asked   lici'  Imsliaiid. 

'•Only  I'm  lundy  hciv  all  day  wilhoiil  yui," 
sliu  said  ill  a  low  Ndicc. 

"Will  yoii  i^ivc  iiic  a  ciii.  of  tea'.'"  askrd 
lu'i-  Iiusltaiid.  '•  ^'oii'if  III. I  ciyin--,  aiv  \i»u.'"' 
lit'   wt'iit    (»ii   susj)ifi(»ii>l\-. 

"  No.  Stcj.lu'ii  :  I  died  cnoUL;-!!  last  ni-_;lit  ii» 
last   nic   t'cir  a   loii^-  limc."' 

*•  '\  nil  duiri  usually  have  a  eryinn'-sj.ell  dftener 
tluiii  once  in  six  weeks,"  he  ivniarked  with 
assnnied  elieeifuliiess.  ••  I  '_;iie>s  some  (Mks 
will  look  oiiL  loi'  that  l)o\-.  I  daresax'  tliei'e 
are  lots  of  lieh  jieople  in  tlTis  city  that  would 
{idoi)l  him  if  they  knew  what  a  ^rand  family 
lie  conies  of."* 

"•  Rich  {ieo])le  ai'en't  as  kind  as  jioor  ones, 
Stephen,   you   know  that." 

*' Yes,  I  do.""  he  said  waiinly.  -I  notice  it 
isn't  the  hest-dfessed  ]ie(.)[»le  that  yive  nickels 
to  the  l)e<;g';u's  in  the  streets.  It"s  the  shahhy 
woman  that  takes  out  her  ])urse  when  she 
])as.ses  some  poor  wretch.  She's  heeii  there, 
or  near  enouo-h  t(^  pity  —  not  that  I  approve 
of  eneouraiji'ino-  beuoincj,"  he  added  in  an  olH- 
eial   maiMier. 
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*'Il    IllU^t    Ijc    l.'llillif     iKil    to     ll,l\r     I'lHill'^ll     t(» 

cut.""  >aiil    Mis.    Iliii.iy    with   ji  nImkMci. 

I'lie    st'rL(i'aiii    -.lii.iilcitMl    t.xi.       ••  Im.-ss,'"    lie 
saiil.    "it's    t'a>v    t'i!iiii''-li    to   >iiv    thai.    l)Ut    imt 

nlit'     pi'isull     ill     a     Illlli;«)H     ciUi      Iccl      il.         Most 

|ifi){)K>  liaM-n'i  tlif  >lii,f|it»'>t  iilca  wiiat  xlarva- 
linii  is,  r\o  tiiM  vuii  altoiit  iii\-  <4('Uiii'4'  lo>t 
out  West  nil  ill.'  plains.  All  the  man  went 
out  (tf  iiic  two  ila\>  at'lci'  \\r  alt'  our  la>t  Mtr 
of  t'(M)(l.  I  was  nolliiiii,'  liut  a  lu-asi.  I  could 
liavc  uatcn  you  il'  you  liad  Imm-ii  ilii'ic.  The 
pain  and  the  sickness  an«l  ilu;  diranis  of  food 
weiL'  awful,  and  f<tr  weeks  after  we  wcit.'  found 
1  (.'ould  diot,'>t  «»nly  the  simp'-.'st  thinc^s.  Do 
you  su[)pose   that   l>oy  ever  t,^oes   hunn'rv '.' "' 

"Meat  is  lather  expensive  in  l>o>ton."*  said 
Mrs.  Hardy.  ••  I  think  hy  wliat  the  girl  says 
tliev  don't   get   much  of  that." 

'J'iie  sergeant  linished  his  dinner  in  silence: 
and  in  silence  he  l)U(ddcd  on  his  hch.  and  took 
liis  lielniet  and  went  to  the  front  door.  Then 
lie  eame  back  again, 

••  Hess,"  he  said  gruftly.  -yoii  said  la>t  niL;ht 
what  a  good  hushand    I'd   heeu   to   you."' 
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"  Vcs.  St«'|ilH'ii."  >li<'  ii'|.lic<l  :  ••  iiinl  I  say  it 
a^i^ain.  in>\v  iiiid  iihvavs.  and  I  (lon't  car  wlio 
Inai^   iiif. 

••  Well.  yiiu'\c  Ittt'ii  a  i^oitd  wift-  to  inc.*  luj 
ifliiriu'd:  "and  I  dMiTt  caif  w  Im  licais  iiic  >ay 
It.  cillicr.  («cl  lliai  lioy  lici'c  it'  ymi  like  — 
nia\lii'  it  is  a  <j;n{\i\  ni(»\"i'.  Were  always  liav- 
in<4  to  (III  iliiii'^-s  in  the  dark  in  this  life,  and 
tlirn  Minn'  WAV  (»r  <itln'i'  li'^-lit.  sliincs  on  us; 
liut  llcss"  —  and  In-  licsitale(l,  and  looked  at 
licr  tfiini  tmdi'r  dnx. iijii'i'  f\flids  as  sli\lv  as 
it"  lie    Were  a   hoy   lmn>elf. 

She  went  np  <iuick]y  to  liini.  and  laid  a  hand 
on  his  lijoad  chest.  ••  I  know  \\hat  you  want 
to  say.  Stcjiht'ii.  yoii  are  jealous:  you  are  afraid 
I'll  thiid;  nioiv  of  that  little  hf.y  than  I  do  of 
you." 

'•Thai's   aliout    the   ll;jiu'e   of   it.'"  he   replied. 

"  .Aren't  \'oU  ashamed  of  voursclf  ?"'  she  said, 
'•  not  on!v  to  uiention  such  a  thiufr  to  me.  hut 
to  dai'e  to  thiid'C  it  to  yourself.  Yf)U  a  hiin', 
strong;  juaii  to  he  jealous  of  that  little  delicate 
lad.  You  know  just  as  well  as  I  do  whv  1  like 
him." 
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Till' s('i;nt'aiit's  liici'  clcaii'd.  ••  ^'mi  like  hini 
for  iht'  siiiii)'  iciisoii  tli:il  you  liki-.  tlic  cats.*"  he 
said.  '*  lie's  Ix'cii  ('list  out.  and  lie  liasii't  aii\' 
one  to  take  ail  iiitrrcst  ill  iiiiii.  W't-ll,  jn-i  him 
all  you  likf.  and  ha\t'  liini  iirrc  if  \nu  can  '^ft 
liini,  I  don't  caif  :  "  and  the  st'iLrtant  snciiflv 
kissed  licr,  and  tiicii  wcndcil  Ins  wav  back  to 
tlu'  park. 
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(•iiAi'ri:i{  V. 

Mi:s,   iiAi;i»\    M  \i<i;s   .\   c.m.i,. 

In  the  mi. Idle  of  ilmi  siiiiit'  aftornooii.  I'ni-I- 
J?<'t  and  N'in.ii.j  Ann  w.mv  siitin--'  in  ihr  iat- 
tei-'s  kitchen,  talking;'  \(»lul)lv. 

"And  sure  llial's  a  Ih.ss  place,"  Krid-vl 
was  saving;-.  "You'd  d,.  w.-ll  lo  juin].  at  ilic 
chancf.  Viiliu'  Ann.  F.uir  ^nils  k.-pt.  and 
von  only  to  dn  pait  of  tlif  u{.-staiis  uoik; 
and    it's   lucky  you  arc." 

••I>uL  the  child."  said    \'iiiuc   Ann  uncasilv. 

"  Trolh,  and  it's  a  pity  al.nut  him,"  said 
r.rid;^ct  ;  "  I)ut  to  look  out  for  nund)cr  one  is 
the  ^•anie  lo-day.  You  can't  tic  to  your  apron- 
strino-s  a  cliild  that  liasn'i  a  gliost  of  a  claim 
()\\  you.'' 

"No.  I  can't,"  said  Virtue  Ann:  "I  know 
I'm  standing-  in  my  own  lin'ht.  vet  there's 
something-  witchy  ahout  the  little  fellow.  I 
wake  up  in  the  night  and  think  about  him, 
and   vo\v  I'll   never  h>ave  liim." 
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"Allil       ill      ill.'      Ilhil  lilli;^      it\       l'i>li;i'l!  lli'4      \(' 

arc."  .>;ii(l   iJii.iyrt  with  a  li^ht   l;ni-li.     -I'.iiili, 

I  tl  sli.lkf  lllllt  off  III  llif  wiiikiiiM'  of  ;ili  r\('. 
It's  thf  city  til. It'll  l(.(.k  at'tri'  liim,  siin'.-  Ins 
;^'i'a!i(iraiii.'r  \va>  an  iiilid.'!.  and  tli<-\  lia\i-ii't  a 
claim  'III  ilic  holy  ciniivh.  ()rli!  iiiiinii'i-.  inc 
\)n\  '.  N'iitiic  Ann!"  ami  llicl'^t'i  \\..mii<I  iiji 
li'M  ifiiiaiks  with  a  Mjii<'al  i»t'  (ii^ma\- :  t<»r 
Liiy-ciii'  stooil  ill  the  (JMoruay.  hi>  Mark.  jutT- 
cillLT    eyes    li\t'(|    .st'\.-|vl\-    (III     her    t;mt'. 

H"'  <li(l  not  s|.cak  to  ht-r.  hiit  tiiiiitMJ  to  his 
inirsf.  '•N'iiHic  Ann."'  lie  a-ki'd  in  a  .>a<l. 
|M'ii.'tiatinL;'  voice,  "is  it  tine  that  yoii  wi-h 
to    IcaNC    iiic  ?  " 

'•  .Mastcf  KuL,''cnc."  slammcivil  thf  <j:\i\.  ••  I 
thoii'/ht  you  were  (»ii  the  sofa  a^leej.,  I»,miim 
tiivd  from  yoiii'  walk  in  the  park  ihi>  nioniiic^-: 
I  m  siii'c  I  iii'vcr  Ireanieil  —  if  IM  tiion^hl 
you  wcfc  awake   I'd   liave  shut  tiie  tio.u.'" 

"Have  you  a  situation  offeivd  to  \(»u'/*' 
asked    Kuir-tMU'  coldiw 

••  Vcs.  she  has,"  interposed  Hrid^'t-t ;  -and 
that  is  the  ti'Uth  of  the  matter:  and  voiTH  l)e 
a  u-ood  l)ov.  sir.  now  won't    vou  /  " 
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liiiLffHc  still  ]i.'ii<l  no  atlt'iitinti  tt.  Iht:  am] 
N'liiiir  Ann  uciu  on.  ••I'll  nni  l.^vc  v<ui. 
MasttT  Kn^jcnj'.  doiri  \n\\  ]»•  atraid  nt'  it. 
I'ni  just   taikini;  to  whilf  away   tlir  lime." 

"  Wlicic  is  it  that  y(»u  \vi>li  t(.  uu'/ "  a>kr(l 
Ku^^-nt'. 

■*  I'  >     I"     l«i<M»klinc."'     intrijKisrd      Ijiidi^rt. 

"    r<»     a     tine     lioUSf,     wIiclc     slir'II     'j:i'{     lots     of 

\vai,M's.  and    inaylif   tind   a    nic-    lioiuf   lor  voii. 

inc    1m.\.    if    you'll    1m'    a    ^ i.    [ifacfahh*    lad. 

i>iid   let    licr  '^n  <|ui('t-likc  and  ai>v." 

*•  AN'lii'U  arc  you  riMjuind  to  Itc  tlici*'  ?  " 
jiursu<'(l    I^u^fiii'. 

"XfViT,  .Master  I'jiLrt'nc."  said  X'iituc  Ann 
iiystciically.     '*  Tni   not  i^oiuL;.     It's  oidy   talk." 

••And  it's  lo-inofi'ow  nioinini^-  lii-i'  new  mis- 
tivss  \V(uild  like  to  liavc  lici."  said  Ufidyfi  : 
•'tor  in  tin."  evcinnn'  slic  ij-ivcs  a  ;^i'and  dinner- 
party, and  tlicy'll  lie  i^lad  id'  t-xtra  lii'l|>  for  the 
w  aitiiiL;'."' 

••  How  inucdi  do  I  owi-  yon.  \'iriuL'  Ann/" 
askt'd    I'.uirciie. 

••  XfttiiiiiL;'.  nothiiiL;-."  sai<l  tin-  nirl  wildlv. 
'•Oli!    I  don't   know  what   l»ron<_;]it  ns  into  this 
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»('ia|M'.        hridi^fi.    F     wish     yoiiM     luM     your 

tiillirii,.." 

'I'll!.'  liny  took  (Hit  lil'>  littlf  j'lii'C.  .iml 
ojiriii'il  it.  Tlu'i*'  was  Milt  iiiii(  li  Mn»ii('\  in  it. 
lit'  iiinic(l  uvi-r  a  lew  silvif  pirri's  witli  tin- 
li|»>  <•!  Ills  slim,  ai  i^luciat  if  liiij^cr.s.  and  liis 
wliitf   fart'  m;i,.\v   wliiUT.     ."*^till    In*  said    litiiilv. 

"It    will    l»t'    lli'ccssaiy    I'l    sell    thf    t'lllllit  lllr.       I 

will  airan;;r  l'(»r  it.  ^'nii  may  lfa\f  iim-  im 
llif  moniiiiir,  N'irtiU'  Ann:"'  and  he  withdrew 
as  sut'tly  a>   he   had   cumc. 

*''rht'  little  imitidi'iit  thin^%"  said  l>Nd'4ct 
wiathfidlv.  ••  He  nivef  tiuce  ra^l  a  udance  at 
llle." 

•'Ilf'll  never  sjicak  to  ynii  a'^ain."  >aid  N'ii- 
tut'  Ann  mniirnfully.  ••nor  ti'  mt-  ritiicr.  al'trr 
I  lease  him.  I  kiinw  him;  he's  the  niM>t  un- 
foij^iviuL,''  little  mortal  that  evrr  drew  hreath. 
Oh!  I  wish  I  hadn't  ot't't'iidcd  him:"  and  she 
jtut  her  apron  n[i  to  her  fact;  and  heL^an  to  crv. 

"Oh.  whisht  I  "  saiil  i'.iid'^et  imjialienlly. 
•'.Inst  you  leave  him  hcie  :  ^ome  one  will  take 
care  of  him." 

"Oh,    I    can't.   I    can't!"    said    Virtue  Ann. 
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'*  llf'.H   illl    itlolK-    ill    till-    Uiilltl.       Ill-    iloli't    klltiW 

iiiiN'  tiiif   Ihit,  or  (,\\f  fur  any   nni',   unless    it's 

tllilt      |M(li(('     M-rj^filllt.         I      ^Mlt'SS      ril     irit     M-r     llilll 


ri;^lit   awav. 


••  lli-t  I  "  >ai<l  Hiid'^'tt.  *•  tlu-re's  n  linj;  at  tin- 
ImII  :  MO  SCI'  u  111)  it    is." 

N'litiii'  Ann  sj.raii;;  iij».  diird  lu-r  tears,  ami 
Imiriril  iiilu  ilu-  lifllt*  liall.  .Mis.  Ilanly's  vuicr 
wa-'  a>kin^-  lliU'Ui^li  tlu'  mlic  it'  >\\v  niiulit 
mnic  ii|i.  "  (  citainly.  (•••rtainly.  iiia'ain."  >aiil 
N'iitUf  Ann  juyt'iilly:  ainl  wlnii  a  tV\\  iniiintcs 
atlci-  >lii'  liM.krd  t)\vv  the  stair•|■ailiIl^^  aini  saw 
Mrs.  IIaiil\'*s  wiiitr  lit-ad.  ctowiicd  li\  a  lii<r 
Mack  liat.  a|»ji('ariii;,'.  slit*  cxclaiiiu'd.  ••  \'\u  ju>t 
tii'kU'd  tn  "Itatli  to  sec  yoi'.  ma'am.  Would 
yoii."  and  sin-  lout-U'd  lici-  Noiic  to  a  myslc- 
iiou>  wliisjitr.  ••  mind  tomiiiL;-  to  the  kitclicii 
toi  a  ininnic,'  .Ma>tii"  l^ii;^cii(*s  in  tlu-  jiailnr, 
ami    I    want    to  tell   yoii  somnliin:.  " 

.Mis.  Ilaidv  nodded  her  juad.  and  without 
s{K'akin<x  t"ollowe<l  the  o-iil  to  the  kitidicn,  and 
stood    lookiii'^'    ill    a    imz/h'd    way    at    Hrid'^ct, 

wiiom    >he    ha<l    not    seen    helolt'. 

Virtue  Ann  (|uiekly  exjilaiiied  the  situation 
ot"   af't'aiis    to   lier. 


MBS.    lIMihY    V  :.'.A>    .1    I  M.l. 
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^fi-.  Ilutlv  ll^ti'Tii'il  attt'iitivilv :  ami  \\lnti 
Viriiif  Ann  linislinl  s|u'ukinj,%  Aw  ^alll.  ••  Will 

Vnll    talsi-   nil'    to    tlif    li<iy.'       I    Il.lNc   J!l>t    tiMlir    lu 

a>k   him  !<•  visit  ns  as  lt»ni^  as  In-  likfs." 

N'iitnc  Ann  was  almost  iM-^idc  Ihim  ||  with 
rt'lii'l".  '•  ^'uiTvc  till-  litst  iii';ut  in  tin*  woiM, 
ma"ani,"  sltf  said  cntliUNiastifallN  ••'I'liis  is  tin- 
most  ))l«'asnralilt>  tliini,'  tiiat  <■<  ii.il  lia{)pi-n  !•> 
liim.  <  Ml.  I'm  on'  oi  mv  S'  .»s  li.r  i.»\  .'■anil 
slu'  ,s<'i/,(il    Mrs.  llai'ily's  lian<I   i'l   'ht  own. 

Tiic  st'i'«'t'anl*s  wilt'  smili'l  at  In-r:  tlicii  slic 
a>U»'(l  ajjain,  .soim-wliat  imnatirntl v,  wIh'It  Mm- 
yt-nc  was. 

"llcif,  ma'am,"'  saitl  N'irtni-  Ann:  ai  <l  >lu? 
tlirow  ojicn   till-  (lour  of  tiiu  smail   jiailor. 

Mrs.  Ilaidy's  faci"  rlianLMil  (|uifkly.  'I'lu' 
l»nv  sal  l»y  the  taltlc,  liis  yonn^j;-  licad  ln'iit  nvcr 
a  ])i»'ci'  of  jiajM-r,  on  wliirh  lie  was  lal»oiion'»ly 
writiiiir  li'-'Uivs.  She  i<iirw  tliai  his  rhiMi>ii 
ln'ad  was  throhhinj^'  with  the  \ain  •  iVoii  to  lind 
some  way  hy  wliicli  lu;  cotild  im-fcaso  iho  sum 
of  money  that    he   had   on   liaiuh 

I'oor  littU'  one!  and  \ain  task  hcyond  his 
years,  shi;  llioiii^hl  [tilifnily  :   I'lil  >iie  re-sUained 
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li<;isrlf  from  ;iJiy  (.pcii  expiv.ssioii  of  syiiipailiv, 
for  sh,.  kiu-w  that  lir  xvoiil.l  n„t  appreciate 
it. 

He  J,'ot  up  sl(.\vly  when  ho  saw  her.  and  of- 
ffivd  lirr  liis  scat  :  and  w  iih  a  shai'j.  j.aiio-  at  hi-r 
li'Mit  sh.'  noticed  tlic  curious  facility  and  un- 
••I'ihlishncss  with  which  he  put  his  own  tronhle 
iroin  liim,  and  waited  courteously  to  liear  the 
ohjcct   of   lier   visit. 

••  1  have  eonie  to  see  you,"  slie  hen-an  ah- 
s.Mitly.  tiieii  she  j,auscd.  Could  tliis  indeed 
1h'  the  same  little  l)oy  tiiat  lier  husl)and  had 
seen  scaniperino-  merrily  over  the  Feus  only 
that  jUorniiiL;-? 

"Did  you  win  any  of  the  races  to-day?" 
she  said  irrelevantly. 

Some  color  came  into  Kuo-ene's  face,  and 
nuide  ]iim  look  like  a  delicate  hit  of  porcelain. 
'•  I  did,""  he  said  eagerly.  -  I  amused  myself 
veiT  much;  and  I  am  invited  to  go  again  to- 
morrow if  —  if  other  matters  will  i)ermit ;  "  and 
lie  grew  grave  again. 

"What  do    you    mean    hy   otiier  matters?" 
asked  ]\Irs.   Hard  v. 


.v/.'>.  II. \  any  .u.i  a/>  j   <ai.l. 
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"My  .scrviuil  n  i.>ln's  to  leave  iih','"  said 
Kuj,'eiio.       ••  I    >liall   «lisiiii.->.s   her   in    ilu-    iiKirn- 

Mis.  llai'dy  did  not  know  wlu-ilit-r  to  !au_L,di 
or  t'l  ciy.  She  certainly  loi.k  a  strann'e  iiiter- 
("<t  in  ihis  l)oy.  "And  what  will  ynn  do,"' 
slie   a.-keil,   ••after  the   y;\v\   o-oes   a\\a\"/" 

"  I  sliall  remain  here,"  said  ICugene,  "until 
luy   leiler  arrives  from    Franee." 

•'  I>nt  you  cannot  stay  alone." 

"  Why   not,  madam  "/  " 

"Who  ever  heard  of  such  u  thing?"  slie 
said:  ••  you  are  a  mere  child.  Vou  cannot. 
Will)  will  cook   for  vou?" 

"There  are  <-i{fes  and  haku-houses  near  hy," 
said  Euijene  cahnlv. 

Mrs.  Hardy  stretched  an  a[)[)ealin(,f  i)lack- 
gloved  hand  to  him.  "  C(jin(!  to  us,"  she 
said.  "I  am  here  to-day  to  ask  you  to  make 
irs  a  long  visit.  My  husband  joins  with  me 
in   this  invitation." 

'•\ou  are  most  kind,  most  sagacious,"  said 
Kugene  slowly:  -hut  it  is  impossible." 
'•  Why  is  it  impossible  ?  " 
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'•  Wliat  (Iciiiaii'I  lia\t'  I  uw  vnii'/"  lie  said 
civillv,  vt't  liaii'ihtilv. 

"  I'AH'iy  one  that  is  in  timiMf  lias  a  ilaiiii  to 
liosjiitalil y."*  said  ]\Ir>.  Ilanly  wai'iiily.  "  \\\; 
lia\('  to  help  cacli  oilier  in  this  -wcirld.  Wo 
could   not   l;<»  on    if    we  did   iint."" 

'•And  \s  hat  is  yonr  inuigination  about  inv 
troubk'  ■/ "'  he  aski-d. 

Mi's.  Ilai'dy  had  ot'fcndod  the  ju'oud  little 
lad.  hilt  she  did  not  stop  to  choose  her  next 
words.  "Your  troiihle  is  that  you  are  old 
before  vour  time,"*  she  said  hurricdlv.  ••  Vou 
lire  just  like  a.  g-raybcard.  Only  the  l)itter  in 
life  seems  to  be  left  for  you.  ( "oine  to  me. 
and  let  me  make  you  a  child  anain:*"  and  she 
seized  one  of  his  slim   hands  in   hers. 

To  lier  distress,  iiav,  her  horror,  the  bov 
<li'e\v  back  from  \\v.y  with  a  slight  sneer. 
''Madam,'"  lie  said  icilv.  '■  mv  irrandfather 
often  said  to  me,  •  Distrust  women  :  you  may 
liave  the  hajtjuness  to  amuse  them  for  a  time, 
but  later  (»n  they  will  throw  you  aside.'  I 
liave  not  great  age  myself,  but  so  far  I  think 
he  has  reason." 


.!//>.  ii.\i:ny  makks  a  call. 
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*'Aii(l  do  you  think  that  I  only  want  to 
niii\ist'  iiivsclf  in  taldn<>'  care  of  \'on'/'*  o-asiird 
Mis,    Hardy. 

'•  Why  not  ? "  and  Kiii^cnt'  oleviited  his 
evcbrows.  "  It  is  citlier  that,  or  voii  wisli  to 
establish  a  claim  on  inc,  so  thai  I  may  share 
my    t'ortunc   with  you."* 

••  ^'oi^r  I'ortunel'"  cjaculaliMl  Mrs.  Hardy: 
••you   havt;   none.'" 

••  ^  ou  know  that  I  expect  out'.""  said  Muo'ene 
in  a   condesceiidiiiL;'   manner. 

••  Tlien.  you  don't  think  I  came  liere  to-day 
just  out  of  the  kindness  of  my  heait  —  that 
I  am  willing  to  take  can,'  of  you,  and  treat 
you  just  as  if  ytui  were  my  own  little  boy, 
simply   from  love." 

Kuo-ene  shruj^'-yed  his  shoulders.  "No:  why 
should   you?     I  haye  no  I'itJ-ht  to  this."' 

'•Oil,  yon  nau<dity,  nauirhtv  boy!"  said 
Mrs.  Hardy,  ])nsliing  })ack  her  (diair  and  aii- 
j^rily  confronting-  him.  -  I  nevei'  heard  any 
one  talk  like  yon  in  my  life.  I  don"t  kncny 
what  your  n-randfather  (;onld  have  been  think- 
ing  of    to   bring   you   np    like    this.       Vou   are 
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not  like  the  Uoston  lta<l  Imy  al  all  :  \ou  are 
niucli  woise.  I  wouldn't  have  yoii  in  mv 
liouse  ;  "'  and  the  little  woinaii  Hung  jieistdf 
f)Ut  of  tlie   I'ooni. 

N'irlue  Ann  and  IJiidy-et  eouhl  not  detain 
luT.  Siie  fairly  I'an  home  :  and,  thiowiiiL;-  hei- 
selt  on  a  sofa,  she  niouriie(l  in  sih.'nee  and 
ah)ne  until  her  imsband  came  in  foi'  his  suj.- 
I)er.  Tlieu  she  gave  him  an  aeeount  of  her 
visit. 

The  sergeant  laugiird  until  he  grew  ]iur])le 
in  the  face.  "  iJess,""  he  said,  -you  want  an 
adopted  inotiier  yourself.  You'ie  not  used  to 
managing  children.  You  mustn't  fly  into  a 
temper  so  (juiekly." 

-  He  was  so  aggravating."  sol)l)ed  Mrs.  Ilaidv. 

'•Of  course  ;  l)Ut  thiidv  of  the  way  he's  been 
brouglit  \\\).  Why.  he's  just  like  a  hunted 
aninial  now.  The  weakest  thing  will  turn  at 
the  last.  Have  you  ever  seen  a  rat  in  a  cor- 
ner? ile'll  lix  liis  teeth  in  the  bis>'o'est  stick 
you  can  poke  at  him." 

'•Don't  —  don't  compare  that  prince  of  a  boy 
M'itli  a  rat,"  said  his  wife  dolefuUv. 
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'•  Tlit'iT.  iM»w."  |iiirsuf(l  the  scrL^cant.  ••  you're 
imt  iiiiid  wiili  liiin.  Vuii  wnn't  Id  any  one 
ill. use  liiiii  l»ut  ydiirsclt'.  Voii  still  want  liiiii, 
I  sec:  >«•  In-  has  'j^^^x  lo  cniiu,'  licit'  —  and  iuiv- 
way.  law  ami  (udfr  must  Itc  [nrscivtMl.  I''.v('ii 
tliv  ••Ills  ill  tin;  jiark  iiiKlcrstainl  that.  Wiiat 
(1(1    V(Hi    think    I    t'ltiind    tin*    kiiiii;    doiiiir    iiisl 


now 


••  I  doiT.t  know."  sighed  Mis.  Hardy  in  an 
absent-niindtd   wav. 

"  Well,  I  caiiiL'  aen.iss  SqiiiiTLd,  King  l)Oozy's 
cliuin,  sitting  (»n  a  stniiii..  hadly  iiiauUMl.  lie 
was  l»y  turns  polisliing  liimsclf  off  witli  liis 
tongue,  and  walehinL;"  the  kiii'-',  wlio  was  lick- 
ing  a  strange  eat.  Another  strangt;  eat.  tliat 
had  already  been  whijijird.  was  rnnning  awa\-, 
and  I  tigured  tin'  niattei'  out  this  wav.  Stjuir- 
rel  had  been  attacked  l)y  the  two  strangers; 
and  as  soon  as  in-  ci.uld  get  awav,  lie  had 
brought  tlie  king  up.  who  was  punishing  tlieni 
thorougldy." 

••  I  don't  see  wliat  the  tats  liave  to  do  witli 
the  boy."'  sai<l  Mis.   I  lard  v. 

"  TLe\-   bav<*    a    crodd   (h-aL     Don't    vou   see 
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tliat  lioozy  is  an  (»1<1  lu-ad  now;  lu*  was  dis- 
cipliniiii;  tlif  yoiuiL,''  stnmi:;vi's  thai  Iia<l  intfi- 
fficd  with  S(juincl.  Now.  this  FrtMifh  lad  is 
youii<r —  a  good  hit  younner  tiiaii  you  and  nic 
Of  course  lie's  disagrecahle.  \\'ho  \\(»uldn"t 
1m.',  hi'oughl  up  as  he  has  hccn'/  Pai'cnts  and 
guardians  have  to  lick  young  oni's  into  shape. 
Xow.  you  get  the  suj>per  rt-ady,  and  I'll  have 
the  bov  hei'e  in  a  iit"t'\'.  and  vou  can  iiiinish 
him  any  way  that  you  like.  I  guess  it  will 
he  \Nilh  kindness;"'  and  ^ith  a  soothing  pat 
on   hei'  heu'l    her   hu-hand    left    her. 
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liiillxiKT  li.nl  l;i>iic  liMiiii'.  N'iiiiir  Anil  Wiis 
putting;  on  tin;  t;il)lt'  ilic  lut-iul  and  cliocolatc 
that  was  to  ciniiposc  I^ii'iciic's  tVin'Ml  nical, 
and  till.'  I)t»y  Iiiiiisclf  was  sittiiiL;'  in  ;i  dull  t'a>li- 
imi  \)\  the  window  in  so  dccji  a  fevery  that 
lie  did  not  hear  the  door-Indl  iIiil;-,  ami  did 
not  S(.'e  Sefn-eant  Ilardv  coine   into  the  room. 

lie  only  started,  lUid  h)oke<l  up  when  the 
words,  "At  your  serviee,  sir,"  uttered  in  deep 
voice,   fell  ii[)on   his  ear. 

At  them  he  roiistMl  himself,  and  I'ose  to  his 
feet  :    hut  the   sero'eant  neither  howed   nor   of- 

O 

fered  to  shake  liands  with  liim  in  a  friendly 
wav  as  he  nsuallv  diil.  His  oiilv  ^reetiiio:  be- 
sides  the  words  that  he  had  s[)oken  was  a  inil- 
itarv  salute.  Then  he  sti»od  stifliv  auaiiist  the 
wall  as  if  waiting  for  something. 

"Will  vou  sit  down?"'  asked  Eugene. 
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"A;;"iiiiist  (tidi'is."  said  the  st'i<^t';mt.  "I've 
(•(•IMC    t(»    illTcsl    voii.' 

*''r(»  iiiicst  inc,"*  i('|K'iit('(l  I^tijrciu'  woiuler- 
iii^ly  :   "what    is   it  tliat    I    liavc  doiu''/*' 

"  Wanaiit  for  ancsl  dii  t\\(»  cliarLrt's,*'  said 
liic  sergeant. 

'•  Will  you  iiK'iitioii  llicni,""  asked  Knf,'ene 
Irin'idly,  and  yet  iMilitdy.  I'or  lie  liad  j^'roat  rc- 
sjic'ct   for  any  one  in   anilioiity. 

"First  cliai'LiC."'  said  iIk'  sci'j^^cant  al)rui»tly, 
"disdainful  dcsiiicahilitv  of  in\'  wife's  affec- 
tions:  sf  ond  cliaiLif.  nini'dei'ous  and  lualieious 
desio'iis  a^ainsl  your  own  precious  and  j)eeu- 
liar  self."* 

Ku^'ene  did  not  know  tlic  irieanlng  of  des- 
picahilitv  :  but  lie  saw  the  miseliievous  flitter 
in  tlie  seriL,a'ant's  eye,  and  he  suspected  that 
there  was  a  joki'  soniewlieie.  "Suppose  I  re- 
fuse to  l;'(»."'  hi!  said  witli  iiuicli  calmness  fiiid 
<le!iheiation. 

"  rd  i)iek  up  your  little  French  ligure,  and 
put  it  under  my  arm,  and  you'd  be  in  jail  in 
no  time,''  said  the  sergeant. 

"  So  I  am  to  go  to  prison,"  saiil  Eugeiie. 
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••  V«'s.  sir-  juiMito  jail.  |M'iiiiii!i'(|  tlut.ii'^li 
tlif  clfiiifjifv  lit'  tlif  law." 

KuL^viH'  siiiilrd  a  liitl.-  Mcaiily.  tjicii  li.'  cv.-d 
tlir  st'r<rcaiii  all  (.v<t.  !I.-  jiad  pciictratioii 
<ii<.ui,di  to  (liscov.T  iliat  tlic  man  had  roni,' 
tlit'ic  Avith  tilt'  dftt'iMiiiiatinii  of  takiiii^'  liim 
away,  aii'i  lie  knew  that  la-  iiiighl  as  well 
vi('l«l  tirsi  as  last. 

• 

*•  I  suriviid.'i.""  lif  said  t^'iaiidly  :  -may  I  a>k 
you.  .Mr.  Ofticcr.  until  .nIu-h  I  am  to  lie  in 
juison  '.'  " 

"Six  weeks."*  said  the  sorn-eant  jjromptlv. 

"Will  yoii  show  me  tin;  warrant  for  my 
arrest'/'"  said   KiiL^tMio. 

Tlie  sei'L^eant  hesitated,  then  he  thrust  his 
liaud  into  his  pocket,  and  «lrew  out  a  little 
wet   handkerchief. 

"I  found  my  wife  ciyiiiL,'-  wlien  I  went 
lioine."  he  said.  -She  was  offended  and  an- 
noyed, r  took  this  little  muslin  raiif  awav  fidm 
lier.  and  oave  her  my  hio-  'uiooshawr*  vou  call 
it,  don't  you '/" 

"No."  said  Kuirene:  "it  will  he  a  Jcffrr  <h' 
cachet  in  this  case.     Virtue  Ann."  he  went  on, 
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a<l<lri'ssiiiir  tilt'  iiim'kI  who  slond  i^apiii'^  at  tlu'in 
ill  the  <l'M»r\va_v,  "will  y>\\  j.iit  t<.M..tlnT  in  ;i 
]r.\'^  stiiiic  tliiiiL;s  I'ni'  III,'.  Ii  is  m-cosaiA-  th.ii 
I  acciiiniiiiiy  tlii>  nrritlfiiiiiii  to  —  V"»ii  dill  not 
iiit'iitioji  ill.'  iiaiiic  «»l"  tlu'  inisoii,"  and  lif 
tiiiiird   to  llic  scrycaiit. 

•■ 'I  M  till'  l»astillt',"  sail!  llie  st'iw'ant.  irrin- 
iiiiiL;'  d<diL;lit('dly  at  tlic  o]H)(»rtiinit y  of  ^llo^vinl4• 
a   little  kiiowlfdL;'.'  of   Fivncli   history. 

••To  lilt'  iJastilK'."  r('|i('atf(l  ICiin-ciit",  "So 
I'f  it.  As  a  [»ii>oii('i'  1m>  nil  lonnf,.!'  riohis.  will 
\ini  airaiiL;'!'  for  the  fiirnitiirr  of  ilu'sc  i-ooms 
to  lu;  sold,  and  S(»int'  mkhicv  paid  to  ni\-  ser- 
vant?" 

"■  Vi's,  sir,"  said  tlio  sci'i^cant  aucaiii  salutin;^ 
liini. 

KutiCLMie  went  to  a  desk  in  tliu  corner  (.f  tlii' 
loom,  and  took  out  soiiic  j)lioton"raplis  and 
private  papers,  also  a  miniature  [)ortrait  of  his 
H'rand father,  which  lie  put  into  a  hiaek  l>an' 
that  Virtue  Ann  hroui^ht  in  and  laid  on  the 
tal.le. 

At  last  he  nniKMinced  himself  ready:  and 
tlie  sergeant,  who  Jiad  stood  by  the  door  during 
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till'  iiiv|»iuatitni>  iii.iilf  I'ttr  tlirpaitnii'.  >if|.jM'i| 
forwanl,  ami   inuk    llif   l>a'^  iti   lii>  Ii.iinl. 

N'iiiiif  Ann  lit'L^an  t<>  lulut't  iniM-iaUlv  with 
luT  a|»li>ll.  wliilf  Ijl^^t'lic  luokctl  ;it  Ini  willi 
an    iiiiiiiu\ )')!   face. 

"I  can't  It'i  \oii  <ut.  [iit'tty  lillK'  dfai."  slu; 
siii'l  at  last,  .staiiiliii'4  in  I'loni  i»t'  him,  a'lil  al- 
ffiiidnati'lv  snio'illiitii;  his  »ht»uhl«ji  wilh  luT 
I'nll'^ii    liaiid. 

"I  Im"^^  tliat  \itu  will  comidtsf  yoiir^fll."' 
sail!    l'ji'4t'iic   cMolly. 

•'Aii'ii'l  viMi  soriy  to  leave  Ml-'  '  "  ciicij  \'ii'- 
tiie  Ann  wildly.     ••  Vnii  little  cold,  coM  lish." 

••Why  shonld  I  he  sorry/"  said  ICiiL,''<'ne, 
holdin''-  hai'k  his  head  :  ••  \i>u  have  het-n  talst? 
to   inc." 

••  I'^alst' !  (»h,  (h-ar,  now  just  hear  him."  >aid 
X'ii'tnc  Ann.  ••  Well,  yon've  -^nt  to  let  me 
kiss  yon  anyway,  you  had-hearteil  litlh^ 
tliiiiiL;' :  '  and  she  stfoked  his  hlael;.  flossy 
liead.  and  [H'cssed  her  li{)>  to  hi>  t'oreh.-ad  in 
a  niotlit'rly  way. 

KuL^^Mie  made  a  sliuhl  'L,Miniae('.  and  (iivw 
hiniself    awav    from    her,   while     the    seru'eanl 
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IiaUsilijL^-  ill  the  hihhy.  "Ljive  Ilie  voiir  Jiarok', 
hir.  that   you   wctiTt    try   to  esea|u'." 

l-liiLTcne   liesitated   to  ^i\e   it. 

'*  ^'oll  coiildnt  _l;o  fill."  .said  the  seifjeant. 
»•  I'd!    Vi\   l»e  Mire   to  catch   yoii." 

••  N'eiy  well."  said  the  hoy:  "I  yiehl  to  the 
inevitahh'.  I  will  not  try  to  cseiipu  until  a 
letter  coines   from    l''ianee.** 

"All  ri^^ht.  nniss(»o,'*  rejilit'd  the  .sergeant: 
and    he   tianiped    on. 

ICuireiie  was  hiui'MN'  and  tiit'<i  and  inwardlv 
dislieartened.  tlioii^h  lu'  kejit  a  calm  exterior, 
and  he  was  well  jileased  to  arrive  in  front  of 
the   seiu'eant's  hoiise. 
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••  I  'jfHi'SH  Wf'll  t'XciiHf  \oiir  attciiilaiu'f  .il 
till'  j)ul>lif  t.iltli-  MJ  ilic  pil  tlii>  fvt'iiin^',"  >ait| 
tlu'  siTpMiit  clncrtiiliy.  ••  Walk  rii;!it  alitii'^ 
tliix   way   to   voiir  r.'ll.   >ir." 

Kii'L^^'iif  lolluwi'il  liitii  liouii  till'  liall  to  a 
littlf     ImiIiomIII    at     tilt'    liark    ot'     the    liollsc.       It 

n'as  funii^lifil  in  {talf  <'olorH,  atiil  a  pn'tty 
.  hite  Ix'il  stood  ill  ilif  tiiitiiilc  ot  it.  Tin' 
wiiitlow  was  open,  ami  a  Ki'^'  l»o\vl  of  tlowfis 
was   jtlaci'tl   oil   a  small    taMo    Wt'sidc   the    ImmI. 

"  ^'o|^lt'  to  have  solitary  iiii|»iisoiimt'iit  till 
to-iMoiTiiw  moMlinL,^*'  siiil  tin-  sfiL;t'aiit  ti\iii'4" 
to  speak  sternly.  ••  Voiir  jiilt-r  will  l.iiii:^' 
yon  soiiu'  sii|»{»cr  [(ivsunlly.  Slit'>  a  woman. 
HO  yon   will   ticat    Iut   liai  nioi;iMii>l\-." 

ICiii^lmu',  still  lioliliu'^'  Iiis  cin  in  lii>  haml. 
went  and  siooil  i)y  om-  of  tlif  open  wimlow>. 
He  was  nctt  i^'iatcfnl  to  the  sciLifant  \'>>v  in- 
tfodncinLj  liiin  to  so  cliarminn'  a  prison.  I  It- 
was  lillt'd  with  a  hliiid,  wild  anLje:'  at  tin- 
fate,  as  he  callt'd  it.  that  had  laid  him  nndt-r 
an  ohlinatioii  to  tliest'  stiaiiLfefs  whom  lu-  ic- 
i^ai'iled  as  In-low  himsi-if  in  tlie  social  scale; 
and  ho  was  all  the   more  an-'iv  ht'cause,  child 
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tli(iiiL;li  lie  was.  lie  liail  tlif  iiciitciu'ss  lo  I'c- 
lli'ct  that  ill  llic  iialiiial  cr»iirst'  of  tliiiin-s  liis 
(lissati>faclioii  would  pass  away.  Tlic  iiioio 
111'  tli(MiL;'lil  al)()Ul  il  till'  iiiorc  aii^ry  lie  bo- 
caiiii- :  and  yet  srt  L,''rcat  (•(•iitrol  was  la-  altlo 
to  cxcit  over  liis  tV'i'li Ilia's  wlicii  lie  was  dis- 
jioscd  to  do  so.  tliat  liardly  ii  trace  of  liis  in- 
ward distpiiet  and  iclndlioii  appeared  on  his 
iinpa8si\-e    faee. 

"  Good-iiio'lit,  jirisoiu'r.'"  said  the  serg'eant 
altiu]itly.  ••  Tni  going  new.  I'leasaiit  dreams 
to  you." 

••  (iood-ni«'lit,  iailer.""  said  Kuo-eiie  in  a  re- 
]iressed  Noicc:  "some  day  I  will  thank  you, 
hut    not   yet."* 

The  serLieant  shrti'''<''e(l  his  hroad  shoulders 
and    walked   out    to   the  dining-room. 

"  I >(■>>.""  he  said,  laughing  softly  to  himself, 
as  he  watehed  his  wife  Hying  around  the  room 
a  jtink  spot  on  eaeli  cheek,  "■  I've  trapped  your 
tine  foreiiiii  bird  for  \-o\i.  'J'ame  liim  now  if 
you  (^an." 

"•  rU  tame  liim,"  said  Mrs.  Hardy,  tossing 
her  iluffv  white  head:  and  slie  went  on  with 
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Jicr  fttH'iiiiiitioii  of  liiading  a  tray  willi  dainiirs 
foi'  llic   \()Uii<r  piisoiicr. 

*•  He'll  st'i'  Ills  gi'aiMlt'atlier  to-iiiulil  sure,  ami 
all  his  aiu'cstot's."  said  tlii'  Sfi^faiil  lj'iuiii- 
bliiili'lv,  as  his  ovcs  waiidtTcd  (t\<'i-  tin-  liaw 
"if  he  eats  all  that.  What  are  vtni  tliinkin'-' 
of.  IJess,  —  rieh  iiluin-puddiiiy  and  candy  U^v 
a  chihl  this  time  nf  day."* 

'  I  thought  per]ia[is  he  would  like  to  look 
at  thuni,*'  said  Mrs.  Hardy:  "and  there  are 
plenty  of  siibst.mtial  things.  See  this  corn 
bread  and  chicken,  and  these  vegetables." 

"  But  he   niayirt  pi(dc   them   out." 

"Oh,  yes,  he  will!  he  is  a  sensible  bov  at 
lieart,"'  said  ]\Irs.  Hardy  ;  and  >he  fairly  ran 
from  the  room  and  down  the  hall  with  the  tiay. 

Eugene  o[)ened  the  dooi-  when  sla;  called  to 
Inm,  and  at  the  sight  of  his  pallid  face  .slie 
almost  dro[)ped  the  tray. 

In  silence  he  cleared  th'3  table  for  her  t(^ 
rest  it  on.  In  ■-^ilenee  slie  put  it  down  and 
gazed  at  him.  At  last  she  said  iiei'vously.  ••  I 
thought  yoti"d  rather  have  your  supper  in  here 
alone  than   to  come   to   the   table   with   us.'' 
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"  Tliiiiik  you  for  y(Hir  iK'Uevolt'iu-e,"  he  said, 
iiieliiiinn"  liis  iiead. 

Mrs.  Hardy  twisted  lier  face  like  a  child 
ahoiil  to  cry.  *•  Let  iiie  hel[»  you  unpack  vour 
l)a_n'.'"  she  said  hastily.  "The  supper  thiie^'s 
won't  get   cold   for  a  few   minutes."' 

Kugeiie  opened  tiie  l>aL;-,  and  she  shook  ont 
the  clothes  as  caicfully  as  if  they  had  helon'^ed 
to  a  child  of  her  own.  Then  slie  showed  him 
sonu;  Jiooks  beliind  a  curtain  where  he  could 
liano-  them.  "And  there  is  the  hath-room," 
she  went  on,  opeinng  the  hall  door.  ••  Perhaps 
you  will  like  to  take  a  warm  bath  ])y  and  hv. 
I  will  put  some  fresh  towels  in  for  vou.  Now 
1  shall  leave  you  ulune,  and  not  bother  vou 
until  the  morning.  (lood-night ; "  and  she 
looked  at  him   wistfully. 

Eugene  opened  the  door  for  her,  and  stood 
in  polite  weariness  beside  it.  Then  one  by 
om?  big  tears  began  to  roll  down  his  cheeks. 
lie  did  not  know  why  they  came  there,  and 
he  made  no  effort  to  brush  them  away. 

'•Do  you  ren)end)er  your  mother?"  asked 
Mis.   Hardy  softly. 
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'•  N(»,   iiKuIam  ;  .she  died  when    I    \\a>   an    in- 
fant."' 

••And  liave  you  never  liad  a  woman  \n  l.ive 
yon  and  call  you  lici'  eliild.  and  luck  y..u  in 
ynui'  litlli-  ImmI  at  iiiM-lit  /  "'  asked  Mrs.  Ilai.lv. 
'•I  lia\e  always  liad  a  l>'>tni>\  a  nurse."  saiil 
Eugene  — 'Miiany  of  lliein  :  hut  my  -landfatlier 
is  the  oidy  mothei-  1   liave  had" 

"Ami  is  lliere  no  one  in  the  worhl  that 
you  hne  now  —  no  one  tliat  vou  eHn<r  i,,'^"" 

^- I  have  tlie  memory  of  my  grandfather  ami 
of  liis   Majesty  tlie  emperor." 

"  ^  ou"re  t'ne  ([ueeivst  litlh'  hoy  I  ever  saw. 
Vou  are  something  like  the  Chinese.  Tliev 
worsiiip  their  ancestors." 

"  Possil)ly,"  said  Eugene  with  a  douhtfid 
ghmce,  as  if  he  questionetl  the  liiilh  of  her 
statement. 

-And  you  really  don't  care  for  anv  one," 
said  Mrs.  Hardy.  ••  Vou  must  exeuse  mv  eu- 
riosity  :  hut  I  never  saw  man.  woman,  or  child 
like  you." 

-  I  must  care  for  mvstlf,"  said  Euo-ene  sol- 
emnly. 
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"\  Isiiow  what  is  tilt'  iiialltT  wiili  voii.'" 
siiid  .Mi>.  Ilaidy  tiimiij»lianlly.  ••  It's  just  tlir 
ti(»ul)lf  Vdiir  ^'icaL  ('Mi|i('r(ii'  siit't'cic'd  from.  Hi- 
liailii'i  iimcli  t'ailli  in  limuau  iiutiii*.',  and  he 
(k'Sjiiscd   woniun."* 

"  Till'  t^nfat  emperor  was  l)ut  a  iiuui,"  said 
Eugene  stifTiy. 

"He  was  eoncentrated  sellislmess,"'  said  ?»Irs. 
Hardy.  ••  I  am  seltisli.  my  liu>l)and  is.  everv- 
l)ody  is:  but  Najiolcon  was  worse  tlian  we  are. 
Diit  wliv  do  voii  erv  ?  "  for  tlie  tears  were 
still  rcdliiiLT  down  Eimene"s  (•lieel<s  in  a  slow 
and   sober  jirocession. 

lie  dalibed  at  liis  faee  witli  liis  handkereiiief. 
"I  will  tell  you."  lie  said  earnestly.  '•  Sinee 
You  have  been  sneakinijf,  I  liave  lieen  lookinu' 
out  that  window  toward  the  }>ai'k  where  your 
liomeless  cats  live.  I  did  not  comprehend 
about  them  the  other  dav:  now  mv  soul  en- 
ters  the  cats"  bodies,  as  we  mio'ht  sav,  and  I 
feel  the  dismay  that  nuist  fill  them  wlieii  tliev 
liave  lost  their  liomes  and  tlieir  protectors.  It 
is  horrible.  One  becomes  iille(l  witli  anefuish 
and  bewilderment.     Where  shall  one  turn?"' 
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''Do  you  kiK.w  nliat  tl,at  t'feliiiir  is  that 
makes  you.  a>  yi.u  .su|>p().sc,  ciy  foj-  ilic  cats?"' 
asked  Mi>.   Ilaidy  witli  great  genlleiiess. 

Wliile  Kugc'iie  paused  to  t'laiiie  a  reply,  she 
went  on,  "It  is  sympathy.  Vdii  are  lH--,dnnin,«r 
tf)  uiidfistaiid.  and  you  are  on  the  hi^h  road 
that  leads  away  frr.m  seltishuess.  Usually  we 
begin  witli  the  human  fannly  and  descend  to 
the  animals.  V.m  arc  going  Itaekwaid.  Your 
pity  Inr  the  cats  makrs  you  see  in  them  some- 
thing more  than  m.-re  hai:y  ereatures  crawl- 
ing over  the  ground,  as  you  styled  them  the 
otiier  day." 

••  I  see  in  them  suffering  heings,"  said  Eu- 
gene intensely.  -Their  situation  is  like  mine." 
lie  stopped  abruptly,  and  leaned  his  head  on 
the  arm  that  he  had  stretched  out  against  the 
wall. 

"  When  my  hu>band  was  a  lad  he  disliked 
animals  and  was  eruel  to  them.""  said  Mrs. 
Hardy.  ••  Then  h<;  had  a  serious  illness.  Two 
kittens  that  his  mother  owmd  used  to  sit  on 
his  bed.  and  watch  him  affcetionatelv.  He 
got  to  love  them:  and  jiow  he  has  the  kindest 
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lit'iiit  for  (luinb  iinituiil.s,  luid  ji1m»  lor  iiicii  mikI 
woiiicii,  ut"  aiiv  iiiaii  1  know.  Now  1  will 
leave  von,  i'oi-  \()U  arc  lircd,  (iood-iii'^lit,  dear 
l)ov.  (i(td  hlt'ss  \-ou  ; "  and  slie  went  (inietlv 
away,  and  h'fl  liini  alone  as  slic  knew  lie 
wished  to  be. 
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CIIAI'TKIJ   VII. 
TiiK  >;i:i:<;KA\r   talks   of    wai;  and   othku 

lllINdS. 

'I'hk  jirxt  iiK.iiiiiiM.  lOiiMTiu'  was  ill.  He  was 
noi  a  vt'iy  stn.ii-'  Ih>v.  and  lit-  had  had  mere 
excitciiu'iit  and  ineiiial  anxiety  during'-  ilic  last 
iew  days  than  his  slender  frame  and  sensilive 
soul  rould  wiilistand. 

For  some  days  lie  Mas  obliged  to  keep  his 
l)cd.  wliere  he  was  faitld'ully  waited  on  hy  the 
kei'iiers  of  liis  pretty  j)i'ison. 

Mrs.  Hardy  was  tlie  eliief  jailer:  and  alllion^h 
lie  uttered  oidy  polite  eon  vent  ioiial  expressions 
of  gratitude  that  she  knew  did  not  eome  from 
his  lieart.  she  felt  sure  that  she  would  in  tinu^ 
win   her  way   into  his  stuhhoiii   affections. 

''The  great  thing  is  to  keej)  my  tfinpcr 
with  liim,"'  she  said  t»)  her  husband  one  da\-  ; 
'*  lie  is  so  provoking  sometimes,  without  mean- 
ing to  be  so."* 
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"All  l)()vs  lire.'"  said  iIh-  stT'^cant  cdiisKl- 
iii"'l\-,  ••iiml  iiKisl  iiuMi  ami  uoinfii  Ino.  tor 
that  iiiatlt-'i'.  XhImxIv  can  kt'cp  ilicir  tfiii[)»M- 
all  tli«J  tillU'.  Affoidiii;,;'  l<»  liiv  <l(»ct  liln'.  vmi 
lose  it  just  as  scliloiii  as  \()ii  can:  aii<l  wiicii 
Noll  do,  (loii'i  kick  up  a  t'liss  ahoiit  it,  Imt 
just  do  some  lilllc  tliiiiL;'  lliat  lets  pcojilt; 
know  you're  soiry.  and  llicii  take  a  licsli 
«heet   and  stall  over  a'^ain." 

"•  When  I  s[)calv  ,sliar[ilv  to  hinu  I  tliiid;  it 
my  duty  to  ajtoloMi/.e."  .said   Mrs.   Ilaitly. 

"Now,  IJess,  none  of  ihal."  said  her  hus- 
band, -it'  you  don't  want  to  ii^'et  priL>'L;i>li.  I 
know  you.  ^'ou'ic  ijuick  and  sensitiye,  and 
you  think  you've  u'ot  ti>  say  '  t'or'dve  me  ' 
every  time  you  look  the  wron;^-  way.  That 
boy  will  despise  yt»u  if  y<Mi  keep  running'  to 
liim  \vith  a[»ologies.  I  u>e<l  to  know  a  fellow 
out  West,  Wash-housi'  liilly  we  called  him, 
because  he  was  forever  sciubbing  himself  — 
well,  that  eha[)  was  so  self-righieous  that 
every  time  lie  played  a  mean  triek  on  any 
one,  he'd  o'o  trolling  afler  him  wilh  a  'for- 
give    me  '    dropping    from    his    lips.      He    got 
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knocloMl  (l(»\\ii  oiiL'  linn-  tor  ajinldMi/iii'^  tn  a 
lialf-brojMl  tlial  wasiTi  uxmI  to  it.  Tlit'ii  lu; 
had  to  t'Xjilaiii  :  aii<l  the  liall'-ltrctMl  swoii'  at 
Iiiiii,  and  said  lie  didn't  want  any  of  liis  liall- 
cookt'd  \\(iril>.  If  lit-  was  mhiv,  let  liiin  act 
il.  Di'cds.  111)1  wiirds,  wt'ii,'  wliat  lie  wanted. 
Tlio  rot  (if  lis  wt'if  very  <^dad  :  U)V  Wasli- 
hoiise  liilly  liail  ^ot  into  the  l)ail  liahit  <>f 
treatinLf  ns  all  as  mean  as  pirlqioekt'ts,  l>e- 
caiise  he  was  always  icatly  to  jninp  from  iiis 
low  trick  to  his  hiL;h  <»ne,  and  we  were  8(t 
dnnifoimdcd  l)y  his  [»riL,''  relii;i<»n  that  we 
hadn't  the  sjtiiit  to  knock  him  down  as  the 
half-breed  did.  If  the  hoy  provokes  yon.  he 
deserves  a  snuh." 

'•Tie  isn't  provokino^,"  said  Mrs.  Hardy 
warmly,  "except  oceasionally.  He's  the  sweet- 
est ho\ ,  Stephen,  and  he  is  going  to  make  a 
line  man  I  am  snre  ;  and  he  asks  the  (juaint- 
est  qnestions  while  he  lies  in  bed  with  his  big 
black  eyes   following   me   round   the   ro(jm." 

"Is  he  Gfetting  ui)  to-dav?" 

'"Yes;  he  will  be  out  in  a  few  minutes." 

The  sersfeant  went  on   with  his  dinner,  and 
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<li<l  iKit  look  ii|»  until  Kiiy^ciiL'  came  into  tin* 
in.iMi.  "Now  iiio  yuir/**lie  saiil.  "I  liiivt'iTt 
strii  yoii  liflorc  i(i-(liiy.  I)<»n"t  you  \\,\\i\  to 
jiiit  nil  your  cap,  ainl  ^•^>\\lv  to  tin;  park  with 
nic  'f  " 

••I  will  Lfo  with  jih-asuif."  ivjilicd  luiLTene. 
Ih  t'.'if  he  ('(Mild  j^t.i  t(»  the  liall.  .Mis.  Ilaidy 
hail  Mill  thcic.  ami  had  hiDU^iiL  his  (.'aii. 
whicii   >]u'  diiijtp('(|    lit^htly  (111   his   head. 

KuL^^ciit'  lilted  it  (itT:  ihcu.  as  it'  to  a[>(»loo;i/r 
to  Im'T  fur  imt  donning'  it  until  he  rcaclifd 
the  dour,  hr  hciit  (>\cv  her  hand,  and  lit'tiiin' 
it  to   liis   lips.    ki>>rd    ii  withcMit   spcakini;-. 

It  was  the  lii>l  caic'ss  lie  hatl  i,dven  Ikt. 
and  lur  faci'  Hushed  with  jileasure  as  she  stood 
looking'  after  him.  '-lie  has  sutdi  pretty  for- 
eiL,''n     ways."     she     niurniured.       "•  I     wish     lie 

Wdllld    lo\f    me." 

"  It  is  ac^-reeahle  to  he  al)le  to  walk  out 
oiiee  more."  said  Kiieeiie.  drawin;[j  a  hniL,^ 
hreath.  as  he  sauntered  slowlv  alon<_r  hv  the 
side  of  the  seri^eant. 

The  man  looked  down  at  liim  in  a  kindly 
fashion.     "You'll   be  all  right  now,"  lie   said. 
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**iiii<l  voii  must  sfirriil  a  lot  •»('  tiiiu'  ■.iit<itl«'. 
WliN.  lifif'.s  tlif  kiiiij  rotiiiii«4'  to  nu  ;  u>:  vm- 
iimst    Itc   late   t(MliiV." 

Tlir  cat  tUMUMl,  and  walked  Ii\-  tin*  sidi-  of 
the  sci'^'cant,  (•(•(•asioiially  siiiniiiM;  at  the  j.ajiLT 
jiairt'U  lu'  ciiriit'd   in   Ms  hand. 

"Will  voii  iiiivc  tlir  kindness  to  stop  fur  a 
minute?"   asked    IjiLCcne  snddenh. 

"What's  the  Miatter?"  said  the  >elL;eant. 
The  hoy  [.oiiUed  to  the  hu-^t  of  .lolili  |'iu\le 
()||eilly  that  theyweie  approaciiiiiL;'.  ••Sonic 
one  has  |ait  fresh  tlowers  thciv."'  lie  said  ex- 
citedly. "I  jiavc  heen  ill  and  detained  from 
iloiiil,''  it.      Who  is   it  ?  " 

"  My  wife  and  your  jailer.  She  knows  ahont 
your  likin<r  for  tlie  emjicror  and  O'IfeilU.  .ind 
slie  comes  here  with  a  homiuet  (!Vcry  morniiiL,^ 
before  you're  tip." 

•'Does   she   do   this   to   please    me?" 
"  For  no  other  reason   that    I   know  of." 
Ku_LCcne  was  silent  for  a  >lioit    time  ;is   if  he 
were    woikinn-    out    some    prohlem.      'I'hen    he 
said    earnestly,    ■•Have    you    ever    found    iicr 
deceitful?" 
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"Not  as  \''t.'"  >,iiil  tin-  sMryMtii  I'lii'cMl'iilly. 
••Of  coiu'sti  \vi'  lu'Vi'i  know  liow  lollo  may 
tlllll   out." 

••No;  oin-   rir\cr  iloes,"  sai<l   Mii'^tiic  willi  ,i 

••  ( iriii'ially  >iu'akiiio-.  \v»«  tiiiii  oiif  a>  we  lie- 
ijiii.'*  saiW  till'  man.  •• 'I'Ihti-'s  a  line  opcnin'jf 
i'oi'  a  st'i'inoii.  m\  lii)\.  mih  I'm  iint  mmoiI  at 
pri'Ucliini;.  \'ou"ll  have  lo  draw  \om  uwn 
conclnsii  ins." 

Mii'^iMif  nMVi'  liim  a  lorn;  and  >crnt  ini/iii'^- 
lool\  :  then  lir  said,  witli  a  ('omi»a>sioiiali'  'glance? 

at     Iviii'^'    iJoo/y    who    wa>    nifwiii'^-    i xim^lv 

ahont    the   hays.   ••Sn]>|iost'  wc   piocccd." 

••AH  rio-ht.  my  hoy;  ""an'!  thi- scr'^cant  walked 
nimiily  on  until  thi'\-  icarhi'd  the  cats'  (hniiii»'- 
lodin  nndiT  the  siiinhhi'iy.  \\  hci,,'  hf  spit-ad 
on  thf  n'lonnd  a  siicrt  ot'  hiown  jtapri'.  aii'I 
t'm!i!it'(l  (»n  it  a  mcdh-y  oi  c'liii'l^cii  and  hci't' 
l)oii('s.  'I'htMi  di'awim,'  a  fin  ran  tVom  anioiiM- 
ilic  leaves,  he  lill(Mi  it  wiih  milk  IVom  a  holtle 
ill   his  pocki't. 

Kinn;  rx^o/y  mewed  to  his  ehum  Sfjuirnd  : 
and    the    two  eats  crouehed   down   hesidc    their 
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It.'sial    Imaid,  iiiul  daiiiiily  pnu'euilt'd   to  cat    ni> 
eveivtliiiiL';. 

••  I)i)  you  do  tliis  cvciy  dav?"  asked   Ku'_;-t'iM', 

•■  I'lviTv  dav  ;is  ren'ular  as   the  sun." 

••  It  is  a  tIioUL;-litfuliu'ss  (Ui  the  part  ol"  tlie 
city  lo  [irovide  for  li(iiiud('s>   ImmsIs." 

'"  riie  city  I  l)less  }<iii,  ni\'  l»oy,  tlie  cily 
doesn't   do  it." 

"Do  you  supply  this  food  yourself  ?"' asktM  I 
Eugene  in  surprise. 

•••Yes.  vouno'  sir:   wl.v  not?" 

"For  eats,  for  vermin,  or  what  I  was  for- 
merly ae(.'n>;tomed  to  call  vermin?"  eontinne(i 
tlic   l)oy  in  polite  a>tonishnient. 

"Vermin  must  live."  said  the  si'i'ovaiit. 
*•  Brute  vermin  [.rotect  the  human  veiiuin.  If 
I  had  time  I'd  tell  you  sonu;  of  the  uses  of 
cats;  but  I  haven't,  and  I  i^aiess  \du'd  L;-et 
bored  if  I  had.  Let  us  n'o  down  to  the  lower 
ciit-liou.se.  I  have  some  nio.e  fooi'  .,  this  other 
hao". 

"Unless  you  are  a  riidi  man."  said  lviL;vne 
as  they  entered  a  shady  [)ath,  ••  I  think  that 
the  city  should  feed  the  eats  that  serve  it." 
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'•Tilt'  citv  ini<rlil  if  it  wiis  a>kL'(l."'  said  t'lio 
sL'iL'c'iii'l  L!'<'<><l-naUii'edlv :  "bill  Tel  like  to  ste 
myself  sending  in  a  requisition  for  eats'  meat. 
It  only  eost.s  a  few  d(tllars  a  week  to  feed 
tliem." 

Eiii,''cne  murmured  an  almost  indistiuct  re- 
j)ly,  and  fell  into  a  l»ro\\n  study  that  lasted 
until   lliey  I'eaehed  tlie  secdiid  cdlony  of  eats. 

"•Vou  musn't  walk  any  fartlier,''  said  the 
sergeant,  after  he  had  se.itlered  the  second 
supply  of  food  on  the  ground,  ;'.nd  the  eats 
luid  eome  seampering  and  ent'ting  eaeli  other 
aside  to  reaeli  it.  "Come  into  the  ofiliee  and 
ivst.      I  have   to  \\ait  lu're  a  while."' 

Euwue  went  with  him  into  a  little  wooden 
buildinix^  and  sat  down  hv  the  window  where 
he  could  wateli  the  animals  outside.  "Tlieir 
coats  are  very  thiek,"  he  said  musiusflv,  "or 
is   it   that  they  are   sticking  out   their  luiirs  ? "' 

"  No  :  their  coats  are  ivally  heavy.  Tliev 
get  tiiat  way  after  they  have  lived  out-doors 
foi'  some  time.'" 

"Have  these  animals  all  been  cast  out  by 
some  one  ? '' 
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'•  Every  iiiiiii  Jack  of  iliciii/"  said  liu-  scr- 
gvaiit:  "cast  t)Ut.  or  tVinlitciicd  out,  or  scoMcd 
om,  or  kicked  out.  Tliev  c()nie  nu'wiu"'  and 
cringing  t(^  this  park,  most  of  them  seared 
out  of  their  lives,  only  here  and  tiiere  a  hold 
one." 

"Unfortunates,"  said  Eugene  hitterlv,  -it 
would  be  better  for  them  to  die." 

'*  They  think  it  more  fun  to  live  and  ha.ve 
a  good  time.  They  don't  mind  de[)eiidenee. 
Bless  you,  we've  all  got  to  be  looked  after. 
Where  would  I  ])e  if  I  hadn't  my  wife  to 
take  care  of  me?  what  would  she  do  without 
me  f 

'vllave  no  thought  for  her,"  said  Eugene 
miignitieently.  ^"  If  misfortune  befalls  you,  I 
pliall  take  hei   under  my  protection." 

The  sergeant  stared  haid  at  th.e  cats,  and 
tried  not  to  smile. 

'*  After  my  fortune  comes  from  France,  I 
shall   remember  you,"  said  Euo-ene. 

"  Thank  you,"  replied  the  sergeant  de- 
murelv.  '"Mav  I  ask  vou  whether  you  intend 
remaining  in  this  country  ?  " 
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"  Yfs  :  I  shall  not  live  luider  tliat  villiui- 
ous  ivpul)lio.  My  o-raiicl-uiiLU'  will  send  me 
not  the  whole,  he  is  t(»o  avaricious  for  that, 
hut  a  part  of  the  fortune  that  rightfully  he- 
longs  to  nie.  I  shall  go  to  a  niilitai'}'  sehool, 
of  Avhiih  I  an  '--"red  there  are  irood  ones 
in  this  country:  lii     .  when   1   beeonie  a  man, 

ft/ 

the  repuh'lic  of  France  \\ill  probably  l)e  no 
more.  Wc  shall  have  our  empire,  and  I 
shall  return,  and  take  service  under  the  Bona- 
partes." 

'••  You  are  (juite  sure  that  your  grand-uncle 
Avill  send  you  some  money?  *' 

At  this  remark  Euqene  turned  such  a  startled 

•face     toward    his    companion    tliat    the    latter, 

finding  that  he   had  surprised  tlie  boy  out  of 

ills    usual    composure,   made    haste   to   change 

the  subject  of  conversaticn. 

"  So  you  want  to  he  a  soldier,"  he  said. 

"■  Yes  ;  it  is  the  only  profession  for  a  gen- 
tleman.*" 

"•  Napoleon  made  a  pretty  big  thing  of  war," 
said  the  sergeant. 

"Oh!  an  enormous  thino'.     I  should  like  to 
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be  a  s(.h:hii<1  N.iinucoii  ;  ""  anil  Euji-cnc's  tvcs 
isi)aikk'(l. 

••  I  don't  take  niucli  stock  in  war."  said 
the  seijjeant. 

••  Do  you  mean  tliat  vou  uould  not  fifdit?" 

••No:  I  mean   I   d.ij'i't  like  it." 

"Vou  do  not  —  how  very  extraoidinarj. 
IIow  does  it  happen  ?'* 

'•  Because  I've  been   in  it." 

"You  have  seen  active  service,  Ijave  been 
in  engagements."  exchiinied  Eugene.  "  ( )li  ! 
wliy  did  you  not  tell  me  ?  " 

"•It  never  occurred  to  me,'"  said  the  ser- 
geant: ''and  unlike  most  men  I'm  not  fond 
of  talking;  of  it." 

"Your  rank."  said  Eugene  feverishly,  ''and 
the  country  you  fought  in,  will  you  not  tell 
me  ?  " 

"  Kank,  drummer-boy:  country,  my  own  na- 
tive land  and  its  last  war  :  enemies,  brother- 
men.      Boy,   I  don't  like   war.'' 

"  Wliy  not,  oil.  why  not?" 

"I'll  tell  vou  presentlv.  You  tell  me  first 
wliat  your  idea  (jf  war  is." 
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"  Wv  have  11  iiicliiic  of  inv  :4itMt-;4i:iiiilt'atlM'r 
ill  wliite  liu/./iir  iiiiii'oriii."  >;ii<l  Ku<^;iu'  emliii- 
siiisticallv.  "lit'  is  iiia^nilict'iit.  In  tlic  hall 
ol  our  chateau  in  T'laiiee  iiaiii^'s  also  a  jiaiiitiii;^ 
(tf  niv  L,nea  I -l;  real-grand  tat  her.  iiiniinted  t»n  his 
eiiarL;t'r  Aiisterlit/.  lie  \\aves  his  arm  in  the 
air:  lie  eiieoura^es  his  men.  They  aic  ahtnit 
to  ehartre  th"  eiieiu}'.  lie  reminds  ihfin  that 
they  lindit  lor  their  country,  their  einpeior  — 
oh  I   it    makes  r,,ie"h  l)loo(l  stir  to  look   at   it." 

'•That's  mostly  the  pieture  outsiders  draw," 
said  the  serireant  mildly.      '•  Thev  ahvavs  fancy 

<,'  V  fit/ 

handsome  ollicers,  stainless  uniforms,  a  lot  of 
enemies  waiting  soiuowhere  to  l)e  cut  down 
like  sheep.  It's  all  glor\'  and  paint  and  a  lot 
of  big  figures  in  histories  and  uewsj»a{)ers. 
But  there's  another  side  to  it  after  you've 
been  in  a  hattle.  In  the  lirst  phiee,  I  should 
sav  war  is  a  dirtv  thing," 

"  A  dirty  thing."  said  Eugene  wonderiugly. 
"What   is  that   for  an  epithet?" 

^  It's  a  suilahle  one,"  replied  the  sergeant 
coolly.  '•  In  the  lirst  place,  war  is  dirty  ;  in  the 
second,  it's  low;  and  in  the  third,  it's  needless." 
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"I    •!'»   ""t    niKlcislaiid    you:"*    and    Miimvik' 
niadf  a  L^esltirc  cxprosivc  u(  sli-hi   (•ciiifiupt. 

••  L'M.k  lit'iv/"  said  till"  si'i'^caiiu  dia^^iiii;' 
liis  chair  iij.  to  tlu-  tahlf.  and  hiin^iiiM-  a  Icad- 
lu'iicil  I'roiii  a  di'au.T.  ••  llciv  on  this  side  ,,t" 
the  talilu  iinao-iiie  o'luy  iiicn.  iiiiai^nnt'  Miic 
tlieiv.  Tlioy  havcii'l  oiu-  caillily  tliiiiM-  a-aiii>t 
each  other,  hut  they've  got  t(.  rend  and  t.-ar 
each  other's  mortal  hodies  to  preseive  the 
independeiiee  of  tlie  r>  ion.  Tlie  suhjeet  ,,f 
their  (hspute  is  a  £,n'an(i  one,  a  gioi'ious  one; 
and  if  there  wasn't  any  other  way  ti»  seiih.'  it 
tliey'd  liave  to  whack  each  otlier,  and  heat  the 
life  out  of  each  other's  hodies,  Init  there  is 
another  way." 

'•  Wars  must  take  place,"  said  Eiirrene  lirndy. 
"My  gTaiidi'ather  asserts  it." 

'•  Your  crrandfatlier  is  — that  is,  you  are  mis- 
taken. Wars  don't  need  to  take  place.  In 
the  late  one  in  this  country,  when  we  were  all 
seething  hotheads,  why  didn't  we  ap])ly  t(. 
foreign  countries  to  settle  our  dispute?" 

"Arbitration  — ah!  that  is  not  for  o-entle- 
men,"  said  the  boy  proudly. 
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The  seiycaiit  sniilccl.  ••  I.iid."  In-  said.  "  vou'ie 
iiist  lil\«.'  all  lilt'  rest  of  ''lowiii!''  tliiiiir>*.  You 
liavc  j^ot  l(t  Icaiii  for  yoiii'^clf.  ^'oii  woii'l 
lake  a  leaf  out  ol'  auv  otlur  hody's  liook.  Do 
you  liidicve  iiic  wluii  I  >ay  lliat  if  you  wcio 
to  enlist  to-day.  and  i,'o  on  tlu'  ti(dd  to-niorio\v, 
tlml  V(tur  littU.'  hodv  \V(add  <|uivcr  and  sliakc, 
and  you'd  want  to  turn  tail  and  run.  like 
one  of  those  cats,  when  you  heard  the  hig 
guns?" 

"■  1  would  never  run.*" 

"  Possibly  you  might  lujt,""  said  the  sergeant 
amiably.  "I'm  not  going  to  say  that  all  men 
do,  tliough  I  believe  most  men  want  to.  Well, 
we'll  say  you've  got  thi'ough  the  lirsl  engage- 
ment, a!id  have  a  nice  undanoeions  wound  in 
the  fleshy  part  of  your  leg.  You'd  admire 
the  batthifield.  wouhhi't  vou,  and  the  a<^ony  of 
men  and  horses  heaped  np,  and  you'd  go  to 
the  hospital  and  see  the  wounded,  and  smell 
the  sickening  smells,  and  enjoy  yourself?" 

"  A  soldier  nuist  look  on  blood." 

''  Yes.  lie  must  —  tears  and  blood.  ^Vhy, 
lad,  if  all  the   women   that   lost    liusbands   and 
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tiitlu  IS  aii<l  lovers  (MMild  Imvcr  over  d  luiKlc- 
lii'M,  thcic  would  1,,.  ii  M,„„l  shiirp  .showor  like 
mill  on   ii." 

•■Il    is    iicccssarv    f'U'     woiiicii     to   wv,"    w- 
Mi.iikc'(l   Kiifrt'iK'. 

"Yes:  tliat's  true.  I  ouess  men  wonld  he 
a  liltlf  Ix'ttrr  to  slu'd  tciti's  tiow  and  aL;'ain. 
Well.  lad.  I  liojHj  no  woman  will  t'Nci'  have  to 
cry  lii'caiisi'  voiir  hody  has  iu'cn  made  a  taii^a-t 
of.  I  liope.  too.  that  yoiTll  never  lie  st(»od  up 
and  have  an  awfnl  inonieiii  when  yoii  \\(.ndor 
wiiat  in  the  name  of  eomnion-sense  voii  have 
done.  Of  your  ancestors  liave  d<.ne,  that  voii 
slioiddn't  })e  allowed  to  live  out  this  life,  whieli 
is  tricky  anyuay,  l)iit  should  he  set  up  for  a 
plaything,  not  for  Initehers,  hut  for  deeeiit 
Imrnan  beings,  tliat  liaven"t  tht-  faintest  hit  of 
spite  against  yon.  J5nt  goi.d  gracious.  I'm 
pleaching  a  sermon,  Avliich  is  always  against 
my  principles."' 

'*  I  like  to  talk  of  war."  said  Kiigene  :  ••  it 
makes  me  feel  warm.  You  have  of  course  read 
of  Napoleon  and  his  glorious  campaigns  '!  '" 

The   sergeant   nodded.      Kiit^ene   had    turned 
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liis  hack  to  llii'  window,  ami  >al  rdiiliuiiliii''' 
liilll  witli  llailiill.;-  clH-rks.  ilc  liad  tnlirotliMl 
llic   \('iy   t'\i>t»'ii(i'   tit    till'  calN. 

"He   was   tlu'   '^icalot    >nliiici    till-  wmld   lias 

C'VtT    St'cll,"    jilUSIlcd     liir    lad. 

"Well,  ''laiitcd  lie  was."  said  tlu'  sei'LTcaiit. 
*•  w  liat    did    lit'   i^t't   iMil   tif   ii '/ " 

'•(ili»i\,   liDiioi,   \i('i(»rv,    and    rt'|tiiialit)ii    tor 

1.  •« 

'  laiiff. 

"•And  a  loiu'ly  jtiisoii  witlmut  a  la/.or  to 
sliavc  liis  u[)ju'r  li[>.  arcoidiiiL;'  Iti  vtui."  >aid  tlif 
sor^'cant,  '•  llit»iiL;li  I  lliiiik  ytui  air  lallicr  liaid 
on    I^iiLi'laml   in   lliat." 

"Al  tlu'  last,  yes."  saiil  iMigi'iiu  ;  ••  ])nt  liis 
cai't'cr  U|>  ti>   llial   was  nian"iiiti(.'i'nt." 

'•  I  don't  sue  tlie  nia^iiitict'iit'e  of  it."  saitl  the 
seru'cant.  "lie  set  all  l^nrope  h\-  ihc  ears:  he 
stiiTed  n[)  the  kini^'s  and  enipiTois  :  lie  tni'iie(l 
things  t<ti)s\-tni\"\',  and  in  tlie  end  left  Fianee 
111!  hetter  than  he  fountl  her.  His  and)itit)n 
was  tiM>  hi''-  h>r  his  little  hotlv.  lie  shiudtl  jiave 
stoi)i)ed  half   wav   in   his  etMirse." 


^'o^  do  not  understand,"  said  Eu^'ene  im- 


patiently 
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Kiiropc.      siiid    tlic  sfi'Mcaiit.  '•;iihI    m.t    ojir-linlf 
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W'liat   <1(>  voii    think  oT  tin-    ivtivat    f 
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"A  >iih'ii(li(|  failuit'.  15iit  tin-  fiii|i('inr  did 
ii'it  kii.tw  all  tliiii^rs.  II(»\v  (..uld  liu  Icil  wliaL 
Wiis    o(iii|M-    t(i    l»c  ','  *' 

"III    t'niiir   jiack    t(»    my  startinn-jinint,"  said 


tlif    s('iL;-('aiit.      ••  1     l)fli('\e 


we  n,'    put    nil    iliis 


cartli  —  cats   iiiid   dogs  and  boasts  uiid   nirii — 
tn  In-   happy.      Any  on(3  or  anvtliinjr  tliat  lift; 


ins 


hand 


against  his  Iji-othcr  tlirows  the  wlmh 


wf.ild  out  of  tunc.     A  man  tliat  kills  anvliod' 


<»r  anv  creature  wi 


tiiout 


cauM'  is  a  murderer  — • 


I  (h»n't  care  wlio  he  is  that  docs  it:  and  that's 
the  sum  of  the  nnIioIc  thin^\  accordinu^  to  me, 
and  I'm  not  goino-  to  say  another  woid.  Vou 
run  home  like  a  ^cod  lad,  or  the  wif 
-etting  worried  about  you.  We'll  talk  of  tl 
thino-s  another  time." 
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On*  a  vt'llow.  ditNiniv  diiv  <>l'  hilf  iuitimiii, 
wliile  till'  st'rjjfcaiit  ^^;ls  sirulliuir  tlnou'^li  tin- 
Foils,  Ik.'  cmiih'  Mnldriily  ppoii  liult,-  N'iiyii' 
iMaiuihiL»'  ami  licr  imi'.se. 

'•IIt'll(».  liiilc  miss!""  said  llic  scr^vaiit.  "I 
liavt'ii't  seen  \{)\\  for  a  Ifuin  tiiiu' ;  l)iil  wlirie 
(lid  yoii  <^('t  iliuM'  llowcis  ■'  Tiicy  look  liko 
sonic  ol"   tilt'   [Kirk   L:'oldi'ii-i(id.'" 

"  Vi's,"  siiid  X'ii'nii'  ill  in'i  lialf-lispint,' V(^ico ; 
"  tlu'V  an?  your  tlowiTs.   Mr.   Policeman.'" 

••  I'mu  yon  niiisiri  pick  the  park  llowcrs," 
said  llu»  sL'i'ijciint. 

"•And  sure  I  told  licr  lliut  myself,""  sai<l 
Hridu'et.  "  Now,  niissv,  von  see  wliat  hap- 
])cns  to  nanu'lity  L^'irls.  Aio  you  Li'oiiiij;'  to 
take  her  to  prison,   Mr.  Ofliccr?'" 

Virgie  hiughed  gleefully.  She  wa-i  not  at 
ull  afraid  of  tlie  sero-eaut. 
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••No,  iiol   lliis  tiiMi',"   lu;  siiid. 
"Mr.    Politu'iiiiiii."    Miitl    \'irj(!<',    "tiiii'    liiiu' 
long  \vu\  wcii'irt  y<»ii  :i  NvctMiy  hoy?" 

"   Vos,     I     W    IS." 

"Dili  you   lovf  till-  {»iftty  lloworsfs?" 

*'  Vus,   I   .li.l." 

"Ami  yoii  jii(k<'<l  tlicm."  saiil  Virgit",  ••ami 
iiaiinjity  hig   iiii'ii   scoldcil  you?" 

"No,  tlu-y  diiln't  :   I   li\f<l  in  llie  country." 

" 'I'lu'U,  vou  Mni>ln*t  iitld  nic"  said  \'ii<;it! 
jjjayly.  "()  IJiidg.-tl  liuTt'  is  a.  hig,  liig  lly 
with  hluc  wingscs.  \\a\  stand  still  like  a 
ni(»usie  whilr  I  cati  h  it,  'imusc  il'  you  runin;d 
you   might  starkh;   it;"   and  slu-   daitrcl   away. 

•'And  is  tilt)  Fi'iMich  hoy  still  making  his 
home  with  you,  sir?"  uskod  Ihidget  curi- 
ously. 

•'  Vt's  ;   hu   is  still    with    us." 

"And  he  doesn't  hear  from  his  had  old 
umle   in   France,   X'irtue   Aim  It-lls  me." 

"No;    he   hasn't    as   vet,"  said   the  serireant. 

"And  it'.s  a  great  comfort  to  \'irtue  Ann 
that  you've  shielded  him,"  continufil  I'.iid- 
get,  "otherwise  she'd  have  cold  comt'oii  in  the 
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good  place  .slio's  t'omid  to)'  Iil-i'scH'.  *  Viitue 
Anil,'  said  I,  "  il"  you  deypiso  your  luck  this 
tiiiR',  you'll  1)0  guilty  <f  the  sin  of  oiiimi- 
(I'Micy.  Make  seven  crosses,  and  let  the  hoy 
l;(),  and  you'll  lind  you're  in  the  riiihl  of  it."' 

" 'I'he  hoy  is  always  glad  to  see  her,"'  said 
the  sergeant  ahsently.  '"Hello,  Boozy,  mIuu's 
the  matter'/  " 

"'And  ,'1'",  that's  a  (piecr  cat,"  said  Brid- 
get, eying  the  hlack-aiid-uliite  animal  who  \\as 
me\vin<^  excitedly,  and  walkiiinf  up  and  down 
at  a  little  distance   from   them. 

"He  \vants  to  :diow  nie  something,  and 
badlv  too/'  said  the  seiQeant,  "or  he  wouldn't 
come  so  near  a  wDman.  (io  on,  Boozy,  I'll 
follow."' 

At  this  moment  little  Vir<>'ie  eame  running 
111)  cryiii'j',  '•The  naughty  fly  flewed  away. 
He  wouldn't  i>lay  wif  me.  Oh!  there's  the 
sweet  pussy ;  "'  and  she  precipitated  herself 
toward  Boozy, 

The  kiiiiLr  was  in  threat  distress.  He  sprang 
nimbly  from  side  to  side,  waving  his  tail 
ano-rily    in    the    air    as    he    tried   to    elude    the 
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little  j^qrl's  cart'sscs,  and  at  tlir  same  time, 
keep  ihe  atteiitio]!  of  the  sergeant  tixed  ini 
liiiiiself. 

"  I    tiii(k'rstaii(i    you.    l>i».)zy,""   said    the    ser- 

L^eaiit.      "Walk  nil.  and   TU  eoiiie.      I k   heiv. 

little  girl,  yoii  stoi)  ehasiiig  hi],,,  ^vill  -^dii, 
and     take    my    hand/       We'll     see    what    he's 


leading  ns  to. 


'•Perhaps  he  has  some  little  kittens  to  shou" 
us.  *  siiLi'gested    \'ii'Lrie. 

"No:  the  king  isn't  fond  of  kittens.  I'roh- 
al)ly  it's  a  mole  or  a  iiKuise  he's  eaiight.  or 
perhaps  his  ehum  is  in  trouble..  ( )ne  da\-  he 
was  eaught  in  a  wire  feiiee,  and  Hoozv  came 
lor  me  to  et  him  free.  Can  vou  trot  aloii<»- 
a   little   hister.   he  seems   to   he   in  a    hnrrv  ?  " 

••  ^  es.  '  said  tlie  child,  hop»>ing  and  ski[)pinrr 
ah.iig  hy  his  side,  h.-r  hhu'  eyes  wande-iie^-  to 
and  fro  aeross  the  broad  avenue.  "Wheie's 
Eugene?"  she  aske<l  suddenly.  '-Virgie  hasn't 
seen  him  for  lots  and  lots  of  time." 

"  He's  in  the  iravk  somewhere."  said  the' 
sergeant.  '-He  spends  a  great  deal  of  time 
here.     He  lias   taken  a  great   fancy  to    I5oo/.v, 
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Jtiid  sils  for  lioui'.s  ual''liiii'''  liiiu.  I  uucss  llic 
cat  teaclit's  liiin   a  <j;inn\   maiiv    lt'»(>iis." 

"Tilt;  l^iiiL;"  is  a  l;'(|<><1  j)ri.ssy,"'  Kuiaikcd 
^'i^^■i(;  sanvh. 

*•  He  is  iiot  jifi'ffcl.  l>iit  li .'  is  about  as  'j^ooii 
as  a  cut  can  l)c/"  >ai(l   her  C(jin[)aiii()U. 

A  ii'g'ic  sl()[)|i('(l  to  pick  U[»  some  sliiiiiiio-  pch- 
l)les  from  llic  i^rouiid,  but  the  sciLicaut  liuni.Ml 
lier  on.  "Make  Iiasto.  little  aiil.  if  vou  wawi 
to  come  with  me.  There's  something'  (jueer 
about   the   kiii''''s  actions.      See   how  he   is   run- 


111  no-. 


Viro-ie  trotted   aloncr   beside   him  a''ain.  and 

O  »--■  i> 

her  nurse  (juickened  her  footstei)s  so  that  she 
might  kee[)  ii[)  with  the  two  ligures  ahead  of 
lier. 

'•Good  o'l'acious  I  "  ex(daime(l  the  sern-i'ant, 
suddenly  dro[>j)ing'  thf  chihrs  hand,  and  scram- 
l)ling  down  a  slope  l)eside  them  :  "just  look  at 
that  boy." 

"  Tiie  l)oy!  and  sui-e  there's  no  ])oy  to  be 
seen."'  said  I'ridget.  who  had  lu-ard  his  exclama- 
tion, and  paused  in  suipiise  at  the  top  of  the 
little  hill,  and  looked  about  her. 
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Jusl  below  tliciu  was  ii  inarsliv,  SL'(]<rv  jioiid. 
A  few  ducks  were  daljbliiiu-  in  th,'  inud  at  one 
end  of  it,  and  at  tlie  other  end  soniethiiiL,^  l)io\\  ii 
and  indistinct  was  moving-  in  a  slow  and  con- 
fused  May  among  tlie  ruslies. 

'•  I  guess  it's  Eugene,"  cried  little  Virgie, 
tearfully  clasi)ing  her  tiny  hands.  ••  I  gues.'i 
he   runiied  and   frowed  hisself  in   tlie   watei-."* 

'•Ifush,  l(;vie,"'  said  lier  nurse,  putting  her 
ai'Ui  around  her.  "  Tliere  isn't  much  waler 
liere,  it's  mostly  mud,  nor  any  bov  for  that 
matter.     Watch  and  see  wJiat  the  ([uare  thino- 

IS. 

The  indistinct  ligure  kept  going  to  and  fro, 
slightly  disturbing  the  rushes,  while  the  .ser- 
geant rushed  ])ack  and  forth  over  the  encircling 
iirm  ground  as  if  looking  for  something. 

'^  And  sure  he's  craz},"  muttered  IJriilget. 
Then  she  tried  to  hush  Virgie.  who  was  civiiicr 
apprehensively. 

"Do  you  see  a  rope  anywhere  U[)  there?" 
shouted  the  sergeant.  -I  had  one  here  this 
morning.     Some  rascal  must  have  taken,  it." 

liridget  ran  about  a  little  amono-  tj.e  under- 
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lini>li.  ••  Nu,  sii."  sill'  calU'd  l).u.k  :  •' tlicii'\s 
iml  ;i  sliadnw  of  a  ropti  iim'  a  liii  of  a  jilaiik 
licic," 

••  'I'lit'ii,  J"ll  liavc  lo  l;(?  ill  myself.*"  said  llic 
sergeant  in  a  dis'^u.^ied  NO'ce.  ••  l^u'^ciie,  eaii'i 
you  walk  «iur/  ("ome  lliis  wax.  ^'(lll  ean  see 
iiie,  cairt  yoii '/ "' 

••()li.  ilie  lil(,'ssed  saints  jiiesar\e  us!**  cried 
I5rid^'el,  "'lliat  (juare  loiiiid  iliiii^'  is  tlu;  head 
(if  tlie  l)(ty:  and  it's  umd  lie  is  —  and  there's  an 
arm  stiekinj^-  oiiL  —  and  imw  lie's  alniost.  n'one." 

Lit  tit;  Vii'Li'ic  uave  a  slii'iek.  I-'.ii'ji'ne  was  in- 
{\vi'<\  sinkiiiiif  moi'e  deunlv  into  ila,'  marsh  that 
would  soon  ch)S(!  its  lijts  ovt.-i'  liini  if  Ik.'  should 
I'all  down.  The  sergeant  made  one  brief  ex- 
clamation, and  snatehiiiL;"  off  his  coat  and  his 
helmet  tlirew^  llu'iii  on  the  eTonnd.  Then  he 
waded  in  to  the  snot  when;  r.nn'rne  had  bec.Mi 
sta^'j'ei'iii'j'  ahout.  and  st retehimj'  ont  an  arm  he 
drew  him   ont   toward  tlu;  dry   L;i'<»und. 

'•  Mav  I  he  forui\'en  for  laii''hin<jf,"'  said 
Bridi^'et,  elutching  Viri;-ie  Ity  the  hand,  ami 
hurrvin<>' <Iown  the'  <'i'ass\- hank,  "knt  I  niv\cr 
saw  sueh   a  soi'dit   in    mv    life  —  and  sure    the 
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boy  is  hi'DWii  iVom  tlic  ii)|»  nf  his  luMtl  lo  ilu« 
sole  of  his  tool.  Mr.  Ot'licfr,  hi'  liasn't  I'iiiiiicd, 
has   hf'/  "' 

"lie's  lialf  (•li(»ktMl  with  the  mud  and  the 
sliiiir."  said  llic  sorwant  divlv.  "  I. .Mid  tiit^ 
your  handkerchief,  will    \ou  ?  " 

He  was  heiHliiiM-  over  I''.ii^eiie,  whom  he  had 
laid  on  the  oiound.  Itapidly  and  skilfully  lu; 
wiped  the  hoy's  face,  and  (deaned  his  head 
with  leaves   from  a  shruh  near  1)\-. 

"Take,  please  take  my  little  hanker>hnilT.*' 
gasped  N'irgie,  extendiii'^-  a,  mii'i'oseopie  Imi  of 
camhrie. 

To  jilease  lu-r  tla;  seru'eanl  wiped  ICu^'ene's 
eyes  with  it;  then  he  said,  ••('an  you  s[)eak 
now,  hoy  ?  " 

Eugene  struggled  to  a  sitting  posture,  and 
stared  solemnly  h\m\  under  sticky  eyelashes 
at  them. 

Bridget  tried  not  to  laugh;  hiu  she  was  not 
used  to  controlling  herself,  a'  •  she  had  also 
heen  a  little  frightened.  She  t.-egan  with  a 
little  squeal,  tluMi  she  Ijecanie  hysterieal,  and 
laughed  and  cried  in  the  same  lu'eatli. 
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'•Jt'  yc"s  (Miiild  only  see  yoiiiselvi^s,"  slie 
s;ii(l  sjiiisinodically  :  "so  niiiiiiiad  up,  liUe 
Iwo  alliijiilois.  I  ask  \cr  iiardoii  liunil)lv.  but 
it's  loo  ludicrous  that  yu  an;  —  and  llial  ])oy 
that's  always  lil^o  a  picture,  so  nal(!  and  clanc, 
and  yci'sclf.  Mi'.  Ot'ticfi',  tliat  Mcars  tlic  line 
uiiifoini — sure,  vou're  moisu  than  tlie  lut'U  in 
the  sid)\va\'  willi  the  clav  trousers." 

The  sergeant  smiled  j^rinilv.  "•  I  don't  won- 
der  you're  aniusi'(l/'  lie  said.  '"•Tell  me,  Eu- 
gene,  how  you  L^dt  into  this  [>ickle."' 

The  hoy  cleaned  two  of  his  lingers  on  the 
LH'ass,  and  took  a  last  I'enniant  of  earth  from 
his  mouth.  "It  was  my  cap  that  I  was  after,'' 
lie  said.  "The  wind  hlew  it  aniouLT  the  ruslies. 
I  went  to  ijet  it  on  what  I  tlunmht  was  a 
point  of  green  grass.  It  was  soft  mud  he- 
neath.  I  went  in  to  my  aidvles,  and  I  could 
with  dinieulty  draw  my  feet  out.  Then  I 
walked  the  wrong  way.  and  fell  into  a  deep 
hole.  When  I  rose,  I  found  Diyself  in  to  my 
waist,  and  hewildered  and  sinking." 

'"•  Why  did  you  not  stand  still  and  call  for 
help?"  asked  the  sergeant.  "There  are  al- 
ways peoi)le  about." 
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••  I  >ii«Mll(i  liilVc  tell  liUc  ;i  ruw.ild."'  said 
Kii,i;viU',  {.idiidly  lK»l(liiig  up  his  imid-i.liotfivd 
licad. 

••  I  don't  tliink  it  Wduld  liavc  hccii  as  cow- 
ardly to  L-.i.  for  assislaiK't*  as  to  droj,  down 
there  and  smother  to  tlealli,"  said  the  seii^caiit. 

••  I  thoiJL,dit  <»1"  ilie  ciiijieroi.'"  said  i^u^^ciic. 
'••Why  do  you  (hick  your  head/'  li.-  omi. 
asked  a  sohlier  who  Ix-iit  to  avoid  a  round 
shot.  •  If  your  fate  is  not  there  vou  nn-dit 
as  well  stand  up  strai,<^ht.  If  it  is  there,  it 
will  (ind  you  thoiiLjh  you  bury  yourself  one 
luindred   feet  in  the  earth.'  " 

"All  very  tine."  said  the  sergeant:  -hut  at 
the  same  time,  Na})oleon  wasn't  the  man  to 
stick  in  a  mud-hole  while  he  had  a  oood 
voice  in  his  body  that  would  heli)  him  out. 
Come,  hoy,  we  had  better  make  oui'  wav  hoim' 
if  you  feel  up  to  it.  and  get  I'id  of  these  clothes 
before  tiie  nuid   diies  on   us." 

••And  it's  home  we'll  have  to  be  foinc-  too." 
said  Bridget  in  a  disapproving  voice.  Slie 
liad  not  been  able  to  kee[.  Iier  waiindiearted 
little  charge  from  embracing  her  muddy  play- 
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iniiLi,',  1111(1  Virgic's  icil  cluak  \\;i>  in  citn^c- 
qiioiicf  (lislii,niri-(l  liy  a  iiiunl)i'r  of  diuli  stifiiks. 

'•  I  wisli  lo  liii'-  the  ''(mmI  imssv,*'  saiil  N'it- 
_L;it'.  (liawiiin'  hacl^  as  slu'  caiij^lit  s\'j;\\\  id'  l\iii^'" 
Iloozy,  whit  sat  (Hi  llic  lirid^^f  al)i>vf.  Nvalrliiii'^- 
tlu'iii. 

Tilt'  serovant  laiiijliod.  ••  lioo/.v  liatcs  <]itt, 
and  disoidn.  lie  did  liis  sliaic  of  tlic  \\(»ik, 
tlii'ii  ictiitMl  l(»  watrli  us.  VVa>  In-  willi  yoii, 
Ixty.    wlu'ii  your  caii  Idcw  off?" 

"  Vi's."  said  I''.ui^t'iu'  ;  "  lie  was  followiiiLj 
iiir  as   I    walked   to  ami    fi(»  oii   tlir   [)alli/' 

"And  wlu'ii  lie  saw  you  were  stuck,  lio 
canii'  for  iiic""  said  the  serirt'iiiit,  '"lie  is  tin; 
most  knowing'  cat  '  evei  siiw.  Hello,  heie's 
a  cart  coming'  just  in  i^'ood  time  to  '^'ive  us  a 
lift.  ^'oIl  look  faiJiJ'eil  out.  I'LuLJ'ene.  (livo  me 
your  hand  :  now  jump  in." 

'•(lood-hy,  dear  Imil^oiic,"  called  Viro-ie. 
*■'  If  voii  don't  plav  in  the  nau'-hlv  mud  anv 
more,  X'ji'i^ie  won't  frow  stones  at  your  rem- 
pcror;"  and  she  threw  kisses  to  liim  until  he 
was  out  of  siL;iit. 

"The  missis  will  be  astonished  to  see   lis," 
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said  the  .snri^caiit,  as  thoy  j-.m;^^m|  id,, mm  i,, 
tli<'  (art,"  ImiL  she'll  have  iis  cI.Mii.'d  ii|.  iti 
lio  time.  Hoy,"  jiiid  he  iouk,.,!  .shlv  at 
Kii-eiie,  -yoii  didn't  like,  cats  iiiii.-h  wh-'ii 
VMU  caiiu;  t(.  IIS.  WouM  you  niin.l  t..lli,,:^r 
nio  yoiii'  j)riviite  o|.ini(Mi   (.f  tii.iii   ik.w"/" 

A  siuilu  flitted  ovef  rjii^-eiic's  w.miv,  diitv 
fiice.  ^-  A  Imnuui  liciiii.-  could  liave  done  ik. 
more  for  me  this  nioiiiing  than  the  kiiin-  did," 
lie  said  simpl}-. 
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Tin:  si'rjri'iint  usually  spent  his  evenings 
at  linnii'.  All  «lay  long  he  was  on  iiis  Icet; 
and  it  was  a  pleasure  to  liiiu  when  In-  ranie 
in  at  night  to  settle  hiinsell"  in  a  eonifoitahlo 
aiinehair,  alter  he  had  his  siijtper,  and  devote 
hiinself'lo  some  interesting  book  until  l)edtinie. 

lie  often  read  aloud  to  liis  wife,  who  sat 
and  sewed  beside  liiin  :  and  one  evening,  after 
he  had  l)een  reading  for  some  time,  lie  laid 
his  book  face  downward  on  the  small  table 
before    him,    and   said,    "  Wheie    is   the   boy?" 

Mrs.  Hardy  droj)pe(l  lier  work,  and  moved 
aside  the  lamp  that  jcirtly  hid  hei-  iiusband's 
faee  from  her.  "  He  is  in  liis  room,"'  tshe 
said. 

'"  He    usually    listens    to    me."   said   tin 
geant  :    "he    isn't    moping,   is    he,   or    offeu.ied 
at  anything  ?  " 


*-<Hi,  Mu!  Ii,.  never  tlt.is  iliiit  iKiw,"  Ianj,*li('«l 
Airs.    Hiinly.     "II,.   is  as  clH'.'it'ul  as  jiossihU.. 

*' Cancer,  isn't  it."  >;ii<i  tli..  st'i|,'('ant,  "how 
nny  oiM.'  j^^Mts  used  to  ;in\  tliiuL,''  Doom  he  ever 
s|)('ak    to   vdii   ahuiii    hi-aiing  I'lom    rrariee  ? "' 

"Net  ii(»\\  :  lit'  n>r(l  to  wiit-n  ht-  Hist  eame. 
lie   lliinks  ot'   it,   thon-rh."' 

'•  II(»\v  do  you    kni>\v  '/  " 

"  <  >ii  •  I  '•••II  t.Il.      I  un<i.Tstan(l  lifm  so  well." 

"IIow   lon_i;-   is    it    since    he   eanie   iiere  / " 

'•  Five    W.-ei<s    hist     \Ve(ine.S(hlV." 

"  It  'h.esn't  si-eni  as  h»n<^r  as  tliat."  said  the 
serj^a-ant   tliougLttully. 

"Tlie  time  passes  more  (|iiickly  with  a 
<'liihl   in  the  iiouse,"   observed   his    wife. 

"I  helieve  it  does.  I'm  nut  son  v  we  look 
liim.   Hess." 

"  I  know  you  are  not.  Stephen.  I  wouM 
send   him   ;iw;iy   if   I    tiiounht   vou    were." 

Her  husband  sent   lier  an  affeetionate  fh'i'iee 
but  iiia(h'  no  remark    for  some   tinir.     Then   he 
said.  ••  W'hiit   are   \ou  doin.r  y  "' 

''Darning  a  pillow-case:   it    is   Lfi-ttino-   nkl." 

"Why  don't  y(»u   buy  some  new  ones'.'" 
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'•  I  iiiusl  oi()nt)inizo  now,"  slio  said.  *•  It 
tiikf.'s  jnoie  tf)  k('c'[)  us  sine*.;  the   buy   cauie.*" 

"•  P>iit   vou  will  have  pleiitv  hy  and  hv." 

"We  liavcu't  it  vei,  Srenheii.  One  can't 
count  on   the   future." 

''  I  believe  it  is  a  pleasure  to  you,"  he  said 
under  liis  brealii. 

Ills  wife  cau<;ht  the  word  pleasure,  and  said, 
"  Wiiat  did  you  say,  Stenhen?" 

'•  I  believe  you  like  to  scrimp  yours. -If  for 
any  one   you  like."' 

'•Of  course  I  do,"  she  said,  laughing,  and 
tossing  hei-  while  head.  ••  I  should  oidy  be 
half  a  woman   if  I   didn't." 

'•He  is  a  handsome  lad.  isn't  he?*'  said  tlie 
sero'eant. 

'•  Indeed  he  is.  Every  one  looks  at  him  in 
the  street.  Wasn't  it  a  joke  that  old  Mis. 
Purdy  should  think  he  was  our  boy?  I  shall 
uever  foru'et  the  wav  Ku^'ene  looked  at  hci' 
Avhen  she  fell  on  his  neek,  and  said  he  was 
the  ini;';<''e  of  his  father." 

'•She  is  getting  old  and  stupid,"  said  the 
sero'eant     indulgently,     "and     forgets     thinn's. 
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Hello,  licrc's  our  young-  luiui."  as  Kun-(.nt>  came 
(lii.'t'tly  into  iliu  room.  '•  Wiiat  liavt''\-ou  been 
(loiuL;',  son  ?  *' 

"J  was  rcaclino-,"  said  Kuo'cmic  :  "ilmi  is," 
lu'  added  licsitatingly,  as  lie  mrt  Mrs.  Ilarch-'s 
serutini/.iiiL:  elanec,  -I  ^■.■as  looking--  bejond 
my  liistory  lesson  for  to-morrow." 

"Vonr  first  statement  is  true,"  said  Mrs. 
Hardy  (|uietly.  "If  you  were  only  ivadini;-, 
yo'.!  were  not  sludyiiio-.  I  d,,u"t  care  to  have 
liim  learn  lessons  in  tlie  eveidng,"'  slie  said  in 
an  explanatory  tone  to  her  liusband,  "because 
it   tires  liim." 

"No  child  should  siudv  in  tlie  evenino-*' 
said   the  sergeant  grul'llv. 

''  I  wished  to  find  out  what  Wasliincrton  <lid 
when   lie  became  a  man,"  said    l^U'-fiie. 

"You  like  to  lead  aliout  the  father  of  this 
country,  don't  you?"  asked   Mrs.   Hardv. 

"I  do.  I  admire  him.  i  b,'  was  a  great 
man,"'  said  the  boy. 

"Greater  than  Xa]_)oleou?"  inquired  the  ser- 
geant miscliievou.-lv. 

Mi's.    Hardy    gently    pushed    his    foot    under 
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tliG  ta1)le  wlicii  she  saw  Euoene's  disturlied 
fa(;e,  Init  llie  sergeant  would  not  reeall  liis 
(juestioii. 

''No,  no,  not  f;Teater,'\said  the  hoy  at  h'iiL;th, 
"not  greater:  J  cannot  forget  my  enq.iror  ; 
1)ut  General  Washington  was  Ijetter.  He  h»ved 
more  liis   fellow-men." 

'•  Bravo  I ""  said  the  sero-eant :  '■'■  von'll  make 
a  ilrst-elass  eitizeii  of  tin-    I'liitcd   Stales  yet." 

'•Ne^'er,""  said   Kugciie  ai)ruptly. 

Tlie  sergeant  and  his  wife  looked  earnestly 
at  him. 

'•1  sliall  lie  a  I'"i'enchinan  always,"  said  lui- 
gene  vehemenllv.  -  I  niav  never  see  mv  eoun- 
try  again;  hut  I  love  her  —  I  would  die  for 
lier;'"  and  he  givw  deaihl\  ]ial(>.  as  he  always 
did   ^\•h(.'n   he   was  mueh   moved. 

"•That's  rio'lit,"  said  the  serwant.  "The 
world  wants  more  hoys  like  you.  Always 
stand  up  for  your  own  eountry,  hut  be  cliari- 
tahle  to  others.  France  is  a  wide  word,  n^' 
boy,  but  there's  a  wider." 

"•  Yon  mean  America  ?  " 

'•No:  I  mean  the  world." 
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'•I  like  America,"  Mii<l  Kunciu' ;  ••  Km  I  dc- 
It'st   I'^iiniaiid."' 

'•'I"Ii.'ic"s  when'  yon'ro  wi'oiiir,"  said  the  ser- 
geant. "If  I  halfd  Knglaiid,  I  should  feel 
like  a  child  hatiiio-  u\\  mother.  'J'hey're  a 
inag'iiilicent  nation  over  tlieic;  thoui^h  some- 
times they  [)rov()k<'  us,  and  sonu-linu's  we  [)i()- 
voke  them.  However,  they'll  stand  moic 
goadinn-  from  us  tlian  tliey  will  from  any  otiier 
jieople  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  Just  you 
make  a  note  of  tliat,  ]ny  boy.  You'll  lind  it's 
true  some  da}',  and  then  you  will  a[»preciate 
them." 

"Possibly,"  said  Eugene;  "in  the  day  tliat 
I  tolerate  the  republic   in   France." 

'•  Queer  little  lad,"  said  the  sergeant,  affec- 
tionately laying  a  hand  on  Eugene's  smooth 
liead.  •'  You  can't  look  ahead  and  see  yourself 
ii  tolerant  man  ?  " 

Eugene  raiely  let  a  question  go  unanswered. 
He  had  been  l)r(night  up  to  rej)ly  to  every  re- 
mark addressed  to  him;  b 
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difficulty  in  answering  this,  the  sergeant    went 
on.     "I  can.     You    have    a    fair   start    toward 
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iiiiiking  ii  lirst-class,  —  what  is  ii  tliev  rail 
tliose  peopU'  lliaL  are  at  liomc  ainoii<r  uU  na- 
tions.—  oil,  yes,  a  cosiuopolile.  Wife,  suppose 
I   ^o  on   Avilli  my   readiiii;? "' 

••  Yes,  do,"'  she  replied,  as  llie  sergeant  a^'ain 
took   up  liis  book. 

Kugeiie  sat  down  at  a  little  distaure  from 
him.  and  listened  attentively  to  a  tale  of  far- 
a^\•ay  Africa.  Mrs.  Ilaidy  listened,  too.  for  a 
short  time  :  then  slie  laid  down  her  work  and 
gazed  attentively,  fust  at  the  Itoy  on  the  sofa,, 
and  then  at  her  husband  beside  her.  Some- 
thing stirred  sofllv  in  her  heart  as  she  looked 
at  these  two  beings,  —  her  husband  and  her 
adoj)teil  son.  For  them  she  felt  that  she  could 
endure  any  liardship,  any  piivation.  If  the 
occasion  should  arise,  she  felt  that  she  could 
even   l:;y  down   her  life   foi'  them. 

"I  used  to  thiidv  that  I  was  happy,  but  I  am 
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IV  husband  makes  me  love  the  boy  more,  and 
my  love  for  the  boy  makes  me  love  my  husband 


more. 


E^ufrene.  as  if  aware  that  lier  attention  was 


t'oiici'iitiiUtMl  nil  liiiii,  Ix-^Mii  to  ti(]L:ct  ill  a  sensi- 
tive way.  tlicii  lie  <^'(»t  up  aiMi  inovccl  to  a  diair 
next  licr.  Sli»/  took  liis  hand  in  licrs.  and  the 
l)oy  leaned  liis  h.ud  aL,Minst  licr  shoulder  while 
lie  ayain    listene<l   to   the    reading-. 

At  last  ih<-  ser^reant  jiiit  down  the  hook. 
-Wife."'   he  said,    "it    is   half-jiast    nine." 

•'  1  will  l;(»  lo  hed."'  .said  l^iiL;"eiie.  lisin'.;  ini- 
inediatcly.      "  (;o(Ml-nir_rhi.    Mis.    Hardy."" 

'•  (rood-ninht.  my  deaf  lioy.""  she  said,  •' inv 
son." 

A  curious  look  eanie  over  the  l)ov's  fare.  lie 
colored,  looked  eonfiised.  and  she  thoii-ht  that 
his  jtarted  lips  were  forming  the  woid  ••  nioihei.'" 
when  suddenly  her  two  eats,  who  weic  ii^nallv 
takeii  with  a  si»irit  of  misehief  about  hedlime, 
sprang-  at  her  workbasket.  and  bv  iipsettin*'-  it 
diverted  her  attention   fi-om   Kugene. 

He  lau'die<l  in  the  nierrv  way  that  he  hud 
learnecl  sinee  coming  to  her  liouse;  and  at  onee 
be  and  the  sergeant  and  tlie  cats  engaged  in 
a  frolic,  iind  by  turns  chased  eaeli  otlu  r  and 
the  spools  of  thread  that  went  rollinir  all  over 
tile  floor. 
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Mis.  Hardy  stodd  Inokino'  ;it  tliciii  \\'itli  a 
smilt'  (III  luT  faci-  wlu-ii.  in  llic  iiii«l>l  <•!'  llicir 
run.  llicy   lit'ai'd   a    iIiil;'  al    tlic  dooi-licll. 

ICll'^CIlC  jlllllpi'd  uji.  ••  Allow  lilt'  til  open  tilt' 
door."  Ill'  sai<l  in  iiis  piftty.  conrtt'ous  way;  ami 
^Irs,    Hardy  stond   aside   to   let   liini    pass. 

The  parlor  door  remained  opfii  :  and  to  lici' 
sur})rist'  slic  lu-ard  from  the  iiall.  lirsi  an  ca^'t'r 
exclamation  fiom  I'^un-eiie.  tlieu  a  .succession  oi 
rapid   French   sentences. 

'•  Who  is  there '/ "  said  the  sei'U'eanl.  lurn- 
ino-  his   red  face    toward   her. 

"I  cannot  imaLjiiie.  Wait  I  Euncene  is  hrino-- 
ini^'  the  person   in." 

At  that  minnte  the  hoy  aj)[)eiired  in  the 
doorwa\',  tislii'iinci'  in  a  tall.  \vv\  forei^ni-look- 
in^',  hrown-faced  man.  clad  in  a  hlack  cassock. 

The  hov's  cheeks  were  hla/.ino',  and  his  eves 

I.  O  V 

were  excited.  "Mrs.  Hardy."  he  said  in  a 
re{)ress('(l  voice,  '•  permit  me  to  present  to 
von  nionsienr  le  ettre  Dejoux  of  Chatillon- 
snr-Loir.  I  liave  told  him  in  the  hall  that  it 
is  witli  you  that  T  have  found  refu'^'e.  Eater, 
moir^ieiir." 


Ml 
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1J:> 


Tlic  .s(.'rgt'iiiii  lliislied  ii  (juick  L^laiicc  m  his 
wife.  Ifdw  would  ^lii"  slaiid  iliis/  'rin!  luicst 
piohahly  caiiu'  to  take  her  darliiiu'  l,;i,.k  i,, 
France.  'I'o  liis  relief  she  was  peifectlv  calin, 
though  cleailv  surprised.  She  looked  wiihciiL 
coiistcniatit.ii  iiiio  ih(;  _^rave,  kindly,  almost 
c]iildi>h    faec   of   the  stiano-cr. 

The  ser<,n'aiit  pressed  foi'ward,  and  slmok 
Imnds  with  liis  caner;  then  wonderino-  that 
Ills  ciissoek  should  he  so  handsome,  and  his 
boots  so  clumsy,  and  his  hare,  ungloved  hands 
so  i)ro\vn,  he  pointed  to  a  chair,  and  i)eg_L;tMl 
him   to  he  seated. 

Tlie  cure  howed  once  more  in  a  ])aternal 
manner,  and  sittin_L(  down,  looked  at  Kui^vne, 
who  stood  at  his  elhow^  with  glittering-  <'ves 
that  scarcely   moved   from  his  face. 

^^  You  are  here,  I  take  it,  from  the  hov's 
grand-uncle,"  said  the  sergeant,  coming  di- 
rectly to  the  ohject  of  his  caller's  visit. 

The  priest  did  not  understand  a  word  of 
what  he  said.  llv.  spread  out  his  hands,  then 
turned  to  Eugene,  a\  ho  had  at  last  ceased  to 
liover  al)out  him,  and  had  dro{)ped  on  a  stool 
])v  his  side. 
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"  Monsieur  lUKlcistiinds  I''.iinli>li,"  said  llio 
lidw  ••  it'  \«iii  will  spfiik  sloulw      Is  it  not  so?" 

'i'lic  [iiicst  smiled,  and  s]i(i\\c(l  ;i  j^rood  set 
of  white  teelli.  "  Vcs."*  he  said  in  a  slum- 
Klin*,^   voice.      ••  V'aiiy.    vaiiy  slow." 

••  ^'ou  -  liavi;  —  come  —  for  —  i^ui^^'ue,  I 
.su|>])osi',"  said  ilu;  seiL,^^!)!   spasmodically. 

'•  I  com|iieliand  jKirj'tiil*  nuntt,"  it-lurned  the 
priesl.      It    ees   true.    I    c(»me   to   seek    het-m." 

"It  is  <><'tlin«'-  late  now."  said  Mis.  Ilardv 
witli  a  <'lanee  at  tin;  clock,  "and  Iui'mmic  will 
be  too  much  fatigued  to  sleep.  Suppose  \\v.  put 
oft'  our  business  eonvt'rsiition  till  tlaj  morninLT-. 
and  talk   of  other  thino-s." 

Tlie  priest  tuiiied  Ids  gentle  face  toward 
his  hostess,  lie  had  not  understood  what  she 
said. 

ICugene  })Ut  lier  senteiu'cs  into  licpiid  French 
for  him:  and  lie  made  a  gesture  of  assent, 
and  said  in  laborious  Fn^lish,  "Madame  lias 
right." 

"  Ah,  no,"  said  Eugene:  ''  I  cinild  not  sleep. 
With  Mrs.  Hardy's  permission,  let  us  talk  a 
louii'.    Ion*''    time.       Tell    me    of     France,    dear 
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iiioii.MtMir   li'   <MiiV'.      Arc  you   still   in   the   linK; 
villu'^-f   hciow  till'  cliAtciiu  ■/  ■' 

••  Stt'L'I  tiiuiv,  t'Xi't'p'  wlit'ii  I  V(»v;i«,n'  in 
AiiiuriqiU',"'  said  the  priest  in  peaceful  aniiisc- 
niciit.     *'  Xevair  luivo   I   vovao-c  het'ori-." 

"And  my  uncle  received  my  letter/"  said 
Eui^'cne. 

"  He   dc.'d,"  said   the   priest  serioiislv. 

'•  And    he   sliow  I'd    ii    to    \()U  "/  '" 

'•  N(»,    no  :    he  dee(|    nut    tiiat." 

"  l^i'I  lit'  tell  yon  what  I  had  wiitteji" " 
iisked    I^n^cne. 

"^•).   my   (d,de." 

'MIe   was   an^n.   for  examj.le  ? " 

'^  Well  angry,  leetlc  one.  Thou  deed  write 
wrong,   ecs   it  not '!  " 

'•Possihly  I  did,"*  said  Kugene  with  a  shrug 
of  his  shoulders;  and  for  the  lirst  time  Mr>. 
Hardy  found  her  suspicion  verified  that  the 
l)Oy  had  had  some  prickings  of  conscience 
about  the  letter  that  he  had  written  to  his 
grand-uncle. 

••  Thy  onkel  has  many  cheeldren,"  said  th 
cure  amiablv. 


lie 
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•'lie  li;is  liiit  ii  soji  ;iim1  :i  (l;m<flit(!i',"'  n-- 
joiiu'il    ICui,'«'iM'  hastily. 

"  Iliit  the  (■lict'lilicir.s  clHTltlicii,"  suid  tlie 
jdit'st.  fxpuiuliiijij  his  liaiids.  ••  Many  tiit-y 
uic,   like   the  liirds  of  the   ft'chls." 

'• 'l"hricr<tit','*  said  Mrs.  Ilai'dy  shnvly.  "he 
caiiiiot  dn  iiiuch  For  Mu'^'iie.  Is  that  wliat 
vou  wish   to  ^av  /  " 

'•  I'ardciii.   iiia<Iaiii('."   >aid    tlic  ciu)'. 

Kiij,^'iu'  cxidaiiicd  what  she  iiioant,  ami  tlio 
j»ri(-'st  assented   hy  a   |iiot'oinid   how. 

"l>ut  lie  has  sent  nir  nioncv,*'  said  Eui^eiie, 
IVowninLi'  sli'ditlv.  *"  Mueli  nioncv,  has  lie 
Jiot.   monsieur   h;  eiiie  '!  " 

The  cuie  shook  his  iieach  "lie  has  sent 
WW  —  not  money.  Monsieur  thy  oid<el  wislies,'' 
and  lie  directed  his  icmark  to  Mis.  Ilai'dy, 
'*  lliat    thces  dear  hoy  return   to   hecs  country."' 

"I'ause  a  moment,  monsieur  U>  cure,"'  said 
Eutrene  urcjccntly.  "  and  pardon  nie.  Mis. 
Hardy,  thons^h  it  is  not  civil  to  speak  a  lan- 
LMiajje  vou  do  not  understand,  hut  I  cannot 
wait':  "  and  then  ensued  a  brief  colloquy  be- 
tween  them  in    Fiencli. 


H' 
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Thf  Ituy's  I'iici-  •»!•,. XV  j.iilrr  iiiitl  i>iiU'r,  aiMi 
his  iiiariiuT  (|iii('tri',  as  tlicy  |.in(ft'ii«Ml.  wliilf 
llie  t-iiu'  hecaiiu-   lliislicd  ami  i'lu<|ii('iit. 

"  Kii«,'t!iu'  is  suff.'iiiiM'.  iw.oi  la<l.  I  woiidrr 
what  the  {nitvst  is  sayiii-^/"  niiiMmiiv*!  Mix. 
Nardy. 

At  last  tlu'  conversation  was  o\.i.  The  rx- 
i>rossioii  of  h(>[)('  and  animation  that  had  illn- 
mined  the  lioy's  countenance  when  lie  irictcd 
the  curd  liad  all  died  away.  He  was  conjposed 
now.  and  almost   sullen. 

"All  is  ovef,"  he  said  witli  a  tlesjiairinL,'' 
•^••.iiire:   »•  )„y  umle  lenounees  me."" 

The  eui-e.  who  \\as  listening'  eao-erly  to  him, 
<ant,dit  the  word   '•  renounce." 

••  Kn<;'ene,"  he  interj.osrd  Lrravely,  -thou  dc- 
ceivest  also  tliyseU"  and  thy  iriends.  WilLsl 
lliou  explain  '? '' 

Eugene  turned  to  il,,.  Ilanlys.  and  >aid  in  a 
dull  voice.  '•  My  grand-uncle  offers  me  a  |.it- 
tance  which  J  do  not  leccive  unless  I  go  to 
France  —  not  to  live  with  him.""  hitterly.  "ah. 
no,   hut  with  monsieur  the  cure.'" 

"It  seems   to   me    from    what    I    have    lieard 
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voii  Miv,"  loiiKiiktMl  ilu'  .M'r'';t'iiiil.  ••tlml  v«>u 
WuiiM  lint  euro  to  laki*  ii|i  y«»iu  ahodc  witli 
your  uiicli'." 

"I  wiiultl  iit'Vi-r  li\i'  witli  Iiiiii,"  saiil  I'ji- 
••t'ln'    ititiudlv  ;    '•  vt'l    li«'   >li'>iil<l    nllcr   t">    li.iM' 

n  i  t  k 

liif  iiilialiit  tlie  cliatfaii  wliiili  >liiiul(l  In; 
iiiiiie." 

••  WtdiM  you  Hot  like  to  lisc  wiih  tliis 
y;t'iitl''Miaii  ? "  ask<.'(l  Mi.>.  Il,ml\  in  a  ti-iiso 
voici.'. 

l'!uL,'t'iit'  tiinu'il  liis  |iaiii-stiick«'ii  fact'  towanl 
Iii'i.  W'lirii  till-  ciiK'  liad  tii>t  ;  ^iprajed,  llio 
lad  had  iiiiiiicdialcly  a>.suiiifd  a  jiat  roiiiziiit^'  air 
toward  llu'  two  ju'oplo  wlio  had  hccii  as  adopted 
parents  to  Imn.  Now.  howcvci'.  liis  pride  was 
all  n'oiit'.  His  ^-raiid  expt't'tatioiis  from  his 
iiiicK'  wen-  not  to  he  ri'iilizt'd.  He  felt  him- 
self to  It"  a   poor,  despisi'd   hoy. 

"What  does   it   matter  wiiether   I  like    it  or 


not. 


he    saiil    with    a 


hitl 
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am 


(ddii^ed  to  |l;o  to  l-'raiice.  I  must  live  witii  this 
good  man,  hut  I  fear  that  I  shall  he  a  torment 
to  him.  However,  some  day  I  sliall  revenge 
nivself  on   m\-   unele.      1   shall  sludv  it." 
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-Von  will  siH.n.l  tlu.  i,i\.|,t  ui,|,  „.,  ^.iii 
y-n  not/"  siii.l  tl...  «,.,-..ant  ho,piial,lv  t„ 
ilifii-  visitdi'." 

Tlir  |.rir-..i  .sui.I   that   ii  WMuM  I ,.,.,  „„„,,, 

I'K'Ustire,"  tli.tt  l.r  1,;„|  ..,.,„,v..vr.r*  his  tiav.-l- 
liii^l-'-ha^u-  to  ii  near  I,,,i, 


ami  that 
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"'   liii'l   Ik'cm  WrtaiiMMl    1 


.^^■•'"''  ill   liis  <.l(l   .|iiarlt'is. 
-Thai    (loo.sii't    inatttT, 
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IMvciativL'Iy,    -Ah.    hut    ^ 


liiu   with    thank",' 


serovant    wmt    for   hi>    li,,t.   h. 
•'i'^aiit    lodui.   and    said   ap 
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lioiisL'  i:l'  the  |i(>(»r  cure,""  lie  wciit  on.  after  the 
jii'iest  liad  iittei'i'd  a  cheerful  mi  nvuir  and 
had   disappeared  A\ilh   the  sei'^'eaiit. 
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his    liousu 


lik( 


asked     ^Ir; 
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ir(l\'  cuiaous 


ly 


*' ( 'hatillon-sui'-Loir  is  a  small  viUage,""  re- 
plied iMim'ue.  "'I'lu'i-e  is  a  broad  q-roen  in 
the  centre  of  it.  ()ii  one  si(h'  in  a  thatched 
cottau'e    lives    the   euix'    with     old     Jeanne    liis 


sei'vant. 


lie    1 


las   on 


\    a    lew   I 


iieces   of    furni- 


ture,     lie  (li'inks  hut  little  wine,  mostly  >\'ati'r 
or   mallow   tea:   and   lu;    eats   black    bread.   f(U' 


the    white    is    dea; 


II 


e    Avears   an    o 


Id 


cotton 


cassock  ;  the  one  that  he  has  on  is  probably  a 
g-ift   from   my   o-rand-aunt.   avIio  is  pious.     And 


h 


le  gives  away  everytlung,  even  tlie  wood  tor 
liis  stove.  He  cfoes  from  his  cotlau'e  to  the 
chapel  where  lie  oiViciates ;  he  visits  the  peasants 
who  are  stupid.  He  saunters  to  and  fio  vn 
the  green,  reading  his  lu'eviary  or  the  Fiijaro, 
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1,  it  is  a  charming  existence  I 

Mrs.  Hardy  su{)i)ressed  a  smile. 

be  less  unhapi'V  with  us,""  she  sai( 


V^ou  ^\'<: 


uld 


I. 


Eiiu'ene  looked  at  her  ouicklv 
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in 
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W     lli>l     Slil\-     Willi     u.- 


slif    iiiiinmiicil 


caicssiii 


oiv.    •'  ^" 


(III    know     tliat     Wf    Ionc   \(iii 


and  would  coii>i(K'r  vou  oiir  vlnld  if  voii  would 
k't   us."" 

'*()li.  no.  no  I  "said  lui^'fiir.  iai>iii_L;"  liis  hands 
as  it'  lit'  wt'it  imiiinL;'  soiiu.'  IciiqilaUon  tVoiii 
liini.     •"  1  )o   not    nicniioii   iliis,   tor   it    i>  aiiion<>' 

the    illlpossihlc    ihiin^^S.*' 

'•  ( i(i(id-iii-_;lii.""  >]u'  said  al»ru[»lly  :  and  slu; 
kisscil  liiiii  iciidti'ly.  ami  tlnMi  [uisIhmI  liim  tVoiii 
licr.  "(io.  o'ci  into  your  little  ImmI.  i)ut  \v- 
iiifiiilifi'  iliis  wlit'ii  you  art'  ifttiiiL;-  tlieic. — 
that  tlu'i't'  is  always  one  lieait  oikmi  to  you. 
one  lioiiie  I'cady  fof  you.  AVhcthcr  you  i^'o  to 
I''iancL'  or  stay  here  I  shall  aiwa\s  look  upon 
Vol!    -s  uiv  l)oy/* 

Ivicj't'iie  paused.  Idieii  he  sei/.cd  her  hand, 
aii'i  pressed  it  wannly  to  his  lips  het'ore  he 
rusjied  from  tlie  room.  There  were  tears  on 
the  hand  when  he  dr(tp[)ed  it,  and  Mrs.  Hard\- 
sat  lookino-  at  it  steadfastly  until  her  husband 
came  in. 

'•  I  just  sli])p,ed  the  strano-er  into  his  rooiu, 
Ih'ss.""  he  said.      ••  1  knew  e\ciythinj^''  was  ready 
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for  liitii,  .Hid  I  th()iiL;hl  I  WKiildirt  hotlicr 
IjriiiL^iiiU'  lii'ii  ill  lu-i'c  ;i<>ai!i  :  lor  \\v  folks  who 
liuvc  to  o'ot  uj)  I'iiily  Wiiiil  lo  l;i'1  lo  hrd  early. 
WHiat's  till'  [luitler'/  VoiTiX'  not  wonviiiLi'.  ai'e 
you?"' 

"  \o,  St('|ilifii ;  it.  soeiiis  lo  nil'  I  >liall  iK-vt'i 
wony    aL;aiii/' 

"'  Well.  yoii'iL'  a  (|iit'(M'  liulc  woiuaii/"  lit'  iv- 
joiiu'd.  ••^'ou  wdiiy  wlii'ii  I  don't  t'X[)i.'ct  it, 
and   wlitMi    I   do,   \'oii  don't." 

'•* 'riic'iu's  iiolliin;.;-  lo  \VoiTy  a1)oiU  in  tliis 
case,"  she  said. 

'•That's  odd.  I  thouo-ht  you'd  hi'  struck  all 
of  a  heap.  1  nearly  was  when  J  took  in  ilie 
situation." 

'"Do  you  suppose  that  ehiid  is  going  hacdc 
to    I'lance?'' 

'"  I  g'U'SS  so.  It  looks  like  it.  I've  had  a 
"•real  talk  with  t!ie  nriest.  When  I  <jfet  him 
alone  I  can  undersland  his  lingo  beltei'.  I  '^'ot 
out  of  hiiu  sonii'  mfoniialion  ahout  the  de  \  ar- 
gas.  He  aidviiowledgi'S  that  they'rt!  a  proud, 
uo'h -leinix'ied  kind  of  a  family,  and  the  xduii"' 
ones  in   it  aie  as  upsetting  and   unmauageahle 
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as  tli(>  (.1(1  (.(ics,  which  isn't  usual  anion-'  Ficnch 
childivn.  The  orand-nnch'  is  I'nrionswith  this 
ix'.v.  Ifc'll  not  have  an  easy  time  in  leaner. 
The  (.1(1   man    \von"(    have    the   hoy   live    in   the 

chateau   hct-ause  he   has  thi;  nai f  hciiiu-  nn- 

iiiiiiianvahlc,  and  hewonld  talk  his  I'.onaj)artisin. 
which  isn't  fashionahic  in  the  nci,-hh(.i-lHio.i. 
I'x'ss.  what  is  the  difference  between  the  old 
7i"/>U'si<r  and   the  new'/'' 

"I  don't   know  exactly.     We'll  have  to  read 
about  France,  Stephen.*' 

"The  j.riest  says  that  thj  de  Vargas  belong 
t(.  the  new.  lie  says  if  the  boy  was  willinir  it 
would  be  far  better  for  him  to  r(!main  in  this 
••ountiT,  b.rhe  will  be  sure  to  get  himsidf  int.. 
troid)le  in  France-  but  h  knows  he  won't  stav 
here,  so  he  is  planning  to  take  him  ba.d^  and 
keep  an  eye  on  him.  lie  says  h,.'!!  tiy  to 
squeeze  money  enougii  ,,nt  of  th."  grand-uncle 
to  seiul  him  away  to  school.  Whui  are  vou 
smiling  about?  " 

"Stephen,"  said  .Mrs.  Hardy  gently  but  de- 
cidedly, -'that  l.ov  bch.ngs  to  us.  He  will  live 
and  die   in   this  country. " 
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"Arc  you  cni/.y.   IJcss'/" 

••No,  I'm  \\n\.  'I'lii'V  may  take  Iiim  a\N'av, 
but  lic'U  couif  Itack'.  i  (liiuhl  if  lie  even  (Mtii- 
scuts   t<»  leave   this  city." 

The  sei'irjeaiit  was  surprised.  '•  Vou  aie  a 
liiiiuv  little  wnman."  lie  said  shortly.  "  Wliat 
makes  you   say   that  ? "' 

'•lieeau-e  he  loves  us."  she  said  triumi>h- 
iiutly.  *•  I  never  was  sure  of  it  till  this  e\-eii- 
iug.  There's  no  one  that  he  likt's  in  France. 
He  will  stay  where  his  heart  is.  or  if  lie  i^oes 
away  he   will  come  hac.'k  to  its." 

•••  Maybe  y«)u"re  rii^ht  and  maybe  you're 
wronii',"  said  the  ser!T;eant  sa<j'ely.  '•  Time  will 
tell ;  but  I  n'uess  he'll  i-'o  to  France  and  (jet 
used  to  it." 


Ili  H  \-  ! 
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Thk  scrL^^.-aii'  \\;tN  iiiiciist'ly  imiiisril  aiul  iii- 
Ici'i-'sIimI  ill  ilie  Frciicli  [nicst.  lie  (»l)l;iiiit,'(l  ;i 
ftAV  diiys'  Icivf  fi'Diii  his  dulii's,  and  occupieil 
himself  in  showing  liis  guest  the  sights  of  an 
Ainericiui  city.  The  inuoeenee,  the  eliihlish- 
ness,  and  the  (.•uriosity  of  las  companion,  and, 
above  all,  the  attention  tliat  he  attracted,  [)io- 
vided  the  serc^eant  witli  tlie  most  an'iveahle 
sensation  that  lie  hail  liad  for  many  a  day. 

Kugc'iie  sometimes  a(;companicd  ilicm,  oftener 
lie  did  not.  He  was  n<»  longer  cheerful  and 
contented,  hut  had  fallcii  into  the  reserved, 
quiet,  almost  sullen  state  in  which  he  had  ht'cn 
when  ]\Irs.  IIard\  hrst  knew  him:  and  instead 
of  mingling  freelv  with  the  little  familv.  he 
preferred  to  ])e  left  alone  iu  his  room,  where 
lie  sat  musincr  hv  the  hour. 

Occasionally  he  roused  himself  as  iiic  claims 
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of  liosjtitalit y  asxMtfd  t hciiix'lvcs  in  liis  luiiid, 
and  lu'  jHilitcly  ciidcax  nicd  to  nilcrtaiii  the 
{'I'icst  I)y  cuiivci'salions  almiu  l-'rciicli  maltcis. 
'I'll  llicsc  ciinvcisat ions  tlic  scri^eaiit  lent  a  most 
attentive  cai'.  He  liad  an  iinincnsc  ctiiiosit v  on 
the  siiltjcct  of  foitML;!!  counti'ics:  and  tiic  jnc- 
coiMous  icniaiks  of  I-jii^em-  with  r<'L;-aid  to  llit; 
[icasanl  Mitc.  the  jiolitical  clul.'s,  and  tlio  lural 
life  of  tlic  iio]>ility  in  l''raii('('.  ^\•itll  llic  almost 
iidantili'  fcsponscs  of  tlie  ctiii''  to  tlic  l)ov*s 
(jUcslioiis  and  imfatiiomalilc  pfejudiees,  foimt'd 
subjects  on  wliicli  lie  wouM  icuieinber  to  iidofm 
liimstif  aftrr  ilicy  wnx'  g'oiic. 

It  liad  Imm'H  dclinitfly  settled  that  F.ngeno 
and  the  piit'St  wci'c  to  IcaNc  liostoii  at  tliu  end 
of   the  \\('(d<.  and  sail   acro>s  tlu;  sen  to  I'^i'aiicc. 

^Irs.  Ilai'dy  rardy  spoke  of  the  hoy's  de- 
pai'ture  :  1)Ul  wIumi  she  did.  the  refefeiice  was 
made  cheerfully,  and  as  if  she  expeeted  that 
he  ^\duId  ically  ^o.  In  tin;  meantime.  A\heii 
sIh'  could  spare  a  few  lioui's  from  her  househohl 
duties,  slie  husied  herself  witli  making  pre[)a- 
ratic^ns  for  his   ioiii'nev  1)\'  addini,''  to  his  rather 
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scanty  AVi''drobe.      Eugene  went  sliopping  \\\\\\ 
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licr  while  tlir  scrj^r-faiit  and   tlic  piicst  wore 


CIl- 


ya,L;c(l    111   sii^'lit-scciiiL;-. 


J'lit*'  ill  lli<  aficriHiDii  of  ili(!  (lav  prcccdiii'^^ 
tli«'  <"i('  (III  wliidi  tlu'v  wciv  to  li  avc.  Mii^ciu' 
t<'"I<  tilt'  ••'iir  asidf.  and  iccjiit'sifd  Ms  coni- 
jtaiiioiis]ii|>  while  he  iiKuh'  a  call  oi"  iiii]iortaiire. 
••  It  is  1()  SCO  the  father  of  the  liitle  N'ir^ie,*' 
lu;  said  lo  .Mrs.  llaidv  who  was  standing-  neai'. 

"Oh.  ves!  I  understand.""  she  said:  "moii 
wish  to  say  ,^■()odd.y  to  your  small  j'lavniatf."" 
Kut^vnc  did  not  wish  to  say  ^'oodd.v  to  his 
small  jilayiiiate.  However,  lu;  did  not,  ex- 
plain this  to  Mrs.  Hardy,  lail  siiii|.l\-  ._;a\,. 
luT  an  insei'iitable  hxjk  from  his  deep  l.hn  k 
oyos,  and  walked  out  of  ihu  foum  with  the 
priest. 

It  was  a  dark,  eliilly  afternoon,  and  tlie 
priest  shivere.l  sli^-jitly  inside  jiis  lihiek  cas- 
sock as  tliey  wended  their  way  t<.wai<l  the 
broad  and  fashionalile  avenue  wheiv  \'irL;ie\s 
parents  live(k  He  was  not  acciisiome(l  to  such 
piercing  winds  in  sunny  France:  and  he  mur- 
mured softly  to  himself.  '- L'  dinuit  de  Loir- 
et-Cher  est   dotix  ct   (ein^'crc." 
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Mr.  Maiiiiiii'L;',  Vii^ic">  t'liilifi.  niiii.-  iin- 
iiwiii''  nf  tlif  visitors  nil  ilit'ir  wav  to  m-i-  liim. 
li.nl  just  citiiif  liiiiiic  t'lmii  hi>  I't'licc.  ami  sat 
ill  liis  wifi-'s  luiiiii  talkiiiL;'  to  liri'.  ainl  wait- 
iii'4'  Inr  diiiiH'i'  til  In.'  aiiin>iiinc(l.  wlicii  a  iiiai<l 
l<iii»ckc(l  ai  till'  iIiiDT.  ainl  saiil  that  a  piii-st 
ainl  a  liny  waiiti'il  to  sfi-  Iiim.  II. •  '/laiiciMl 
^liai'iily  at  licr,  ami  a>kt'i|.  ••  W'liat  arc  tln-ir 
liaiiu's  '}  " 

••  I  I'or-'vi.  sir,"  slir  sai<l  licsiiaiiiMjiv.  ••'riirv 
^\•t■^(■  (|iic('i->(Miii(Iiii'j;  ami    I'oi'ci^n." 

"I  caiimit  si'c  ilifiii,"'  said  .Mr.  .Maiiiiiii'^'. 
Kcttliii^'  liiiii-^flf  Itacic  cDiiitnilalily  in  lii->  cliaii. 
"• 'I'licy  arc   j)riil»al)ly   Id-j^t^iiiL;'."' 

'I'lic  iiiaiil  went  dnw  ii->iairs  to  a  small  iv. 
ce|)t ioii-rooiii,  and  L;"avc  tlu-  sti'aim'cis  Mr. 
Maiiiiiii^''s   iiicssan't'. 

*•  Kctiini  to  your  iiia>lfr.  and  say  that  I 
]'i'(|U('st  an  iiHi'r\i('\v  with  him  on  the  suhjcel 
(tf  husiiK'ss,"  said    l'ji''('m'   lirmlv. 

The  maid  fell  the  sn'anL;('  [lowcr  that  the 
lad  i'\crtt'(l  oil  all  those  who  eame  in  contact 
w  ith  him  :  and  throwinn-  him  a  glance  of 
veiled  iidminitioii.  she  again   went  up-stairs. 
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'•'r.'ll  ill.'  I.(.\  that  r  talk  Imsiiic's.s  in  my 
otlice,"  .said   .Mi.   .Maiminu-  .sjiorlly.     ••  L.-i   liim 

IfO    tluTt!     ill     the     IlKil  llilirr." 

Kiiir,.ne  uiis  not  .laiuitr.i  I.v  tiiis  iiics,sai,'o. 
'' Ki'lK'at  caivl'iilly  iiiv  words,"'  h,.  .said  to  ilu; 
iliiius.'d  i,i;ii,l  :  ;i,,,j  |,i^  ,.^.,,^  tlaiii.'fl  as  ji,' 
1*>"'<''''  ■"  l'"r.  -'l^.-liiolToW  I  .sji.ill  1„.  nil  my 
way  (n  l-'raiicf.  I  Iiavc  now  a  last  cliaiirc 
to  sec  tlic  ircnilcniaii  of  this  iiou.su.  If  h.- 
I't'fiisi's,   ho    may   ii'L,nvt    hi-;    io.ss." 

Tilt'  maid  once  iiiorc  luMit  hfi'  footsteps 
towaid  th(!  stairoiise,  and  on  ihr  \\a\-  nift 
l5ii<l,i^X't,  with  whom  siie  had  a  whi.spcicd  col- 
loiiuy. 

"It's  the  Huh'  Fiviich  hoy,  sir,  tliat  plays 
with  .Miss  Virgic,"  she  said  on  ivt iwniiiM'  to 
Mr.    .Manninn-. 

-Is  it/"  said  ihc  gentleman  with  a  laiiM-h. 
''He  is  going  to  get  on  in  tji,.  \\,;j(l.  ul,,,. 
ever  lie  is;'"  and  he  hiinied  down-stairs. 

Tlie  priest  and  Kugeiie  rose  and  how.-d  pi,,, 
fonndly  at  the  entranee  of  the'  liiile.  short. 
sharp  ])nsiness  man.  His  gray  eyes  look  in 
their   [teenliarities   at   one  glance;   then,  some- 
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\\\\.\\  ll,itlt'rf(|  \\\  tlit'ii-  nhcisaiu'o,  lie  w- 
sjMiiMlfd  Iiv  a  ri(»(l  of  lii>  lifad.  and  iiiniiniicd 
tlicm   t(i  \)v  scattMl. 

••  ^'(m  kiidw  iiiv  small  dau'ditci?  "  lio  asked, 
addrcssiii'^   Kii^cii'..*. 

"Sir.  I  lia\t'  tliL-  Ikukm-  ol'  ittiiijaiif^  wiili 
\\vv  al    tiiiK's,"   >aid    llic   Ix'V  solemnly. 

••  liidt'L'il  I  "  rcjilifd  .Ml'.  MaMniiiL;'  \\iili  ('(jual 
solemnity  :  ilieii  w  itli  a  ([nirk.  liiisk  movement 
ot'  liis   lia'  i|  lie  lirnslicd  I)a(d<  the  liaif  from  Ids 


I'orelicad.  and   looked  out   of   the   wind 


o\v 


l^u^fiie.  overcome    \^\   llit.'   kno\vlt'd'4'e  of  the 


>f   I 


led 


imjpoita:  -e  oi  Ins  mission,  neitlier  smileu  nor 
tiied  to  mak'e  jiimsclf  aLfieeahle  in  any  way 
to  this  l)iiis(Hie  man.  hut  \\aite<l  in  soIxt  pa- 
tience fof  a  sufliiient  time  to  tdapse  before 
the  projiei'  momeiil  arrived  to  aiiproaeh  the 
object   of  his   \'isit. 


It 


a    law    dav."    Mr.    Mannincr    said   at 


last,   addressini,^  the   priest. 

A  raw  day  was  somethine'  (juite  beyond 
tlie  ciire\s  ken  :  so  lie  made  no  attempt  to  I'e- 
ply  t<i  tlie  remark,  but  bowed  agreeably  and 
kept  silence. 
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*•  I  IiMp,'  tliat  iiiail('iiioi>clI('  \(inr  <lau"lilt.'r 
is   Well,"  said    l-ji^i-iif   at'l«'i-  a    Imi'^   jiaiisc. 

••Slit'  is.  t]ia:ik  ynw."  .vaj,!  Mi.  Maiiiiiii^- ; 
tlifii   lie,   to(t.    lolapscd    into  >il.'ii(H'. 

••  I  am  r(»ii:i'."*  said  Kii'_;'.'iit'  al  last,  st'ciii;^- 
that  ilij  n't'iiili'iiiaii  wmn  [.oliidv  \-t't  siiil»- 
K'Hidy  I't'solvrd  ii(»t  {a  cMtcr  into  ('(tiivfisat  ion 
with  Iiiiii.  *•  su].i»(trt(Ml  liy  my  friend  nidnsi.Mii- 
It'  curt'  (if  ('liu!ilIon-siii-Li»ir,  to  d.'inand  tlit; 
liaiid  of  madi'iMoisello  vour  dau'-litcr  in  mar- 
riaij^c.*" 

Mr.  ManniiiL;-  was  a  man  wlio  had  allaincd 
to  i^n't-at  srlf-posx'ssion  :  i)Ut  at  l'ji'4t'tit'">  as- 
toni^hinL,--  iv(int'st,  ht,-  was  aL;ain  ohli'^fd  to 
strokt'  Ids  liair  vigorously,  and  (»nct'  more  hiok 
out   of  tlie   window. 

Euo-iMie  (•ontem[)latt'd  him  mcanwhilf  in 
greiit  satisfaction.  This  comjioscd  man  of  l)u>i- 
ness  wouhl  make  an  i'xcclh'iit  father-in-law. 

"May  I  ask."'  said  Mr.  Maniun;^  ut  K'ni^tii, 
ahruplly  hiiiin'inq-  Ins  attention  onei'  more  to 
hear  upon  liis  qaiest.  "  wlii-ther  this  is  for  im- 
inediiUe  or  future  mariian'c  ■.•' '" 

"  For  the   future,'"  said   Kujjfeiie  (juiekly. 
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••  IIti\v  old  art"  y(tu  ?"'  asked   tlu-  i^'t'iitlcinaii. 

••  I  am  tliiitcfii.  \)\\\  I  will  In-  tuiirtei'ii  oii 
iiiv   lu'xt   l)irlli(lav,'"   ivplictl  the   lad. 

••  Wi'll.  now,  don't  you  think."  said  Mr. 
Manniiii;'  in  an  almost  coaxinL,''  lone  of  voice, 
"that  voii  :ue  rather  \-ouii<'-  vet  to  consider 
SO  imjtoitant  a  (jucstion  as  the  clioosiiiL,''  ol' 
your  future   w  ife  '/  " 

'•  Kxeee(linL;ly  y<uulL,^"*  said  KuLTcne  in  an 
e(|ually  reasoiia])le  \<»ice.  "  I  am  takiui;  :i 
jiart  that  is  ([uite  unusual.  \v\  it  suits  me:  for 
I  am  leaving-  this  country,  jierhajis  n(»t  to  re- 
turn for  man\'  vears.  theref(ue  I  heir  Vou  to 
ii'rant  nie  your  hest   altentioii." 

Mr.  ManniuL;'  stared  at  the  cure,  m  hom  he 
was  almost  foroettinn-  in  his  interest  in  Kii- 
iJCene.  What  kind  of  a  man  was  this  who. 
after  lie  had  attained  to  years  of  maturity, 
suffered  a  child  to  <j(>  about  makinof  liimself 
ridiculous? 

The  cure,  blissfully  unconscious  of  this 
thought,  and  not  uiideistaii<lini;'  a  woi'd  of 
what  he  said  or  of  what  Kun'eiie  said,  sat  i^'-az- 
ing    tranquilly    out    tliruugb    the    door    of    the 


I    f'l;ni'f,^Al.   o/-  M.\i:i:i.\iii:. 
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IVlTjilinll-riH.iii  .i;  ihr  IU;l_!,MlilU-('lUX'  ti|  t  W  ( i  p;il'- 
lors  across  the  Iiall.  lie.  a  poor  piiot.  Iiad 
never  ItiM'ii  in  so  handsoine  a  liousc  in  his  lilf. 
TIk!  sloiie  chateau  of  the  dc  N'.uyas,  whieli 
was  hiig'e,  bale,  and  eonit'oitless.  eoiihl  not  he 
(•onipai-ed    with    tliis    mansion.       As    a     vouiil;' 

man.    he    liad    L;one    tV the    rottane    ot'     liis 

Jteasant  father  and  inothf!'  to  a  M'Hiinaiv,  and 
Ironi  thenee  to  Paris  for  a  few  months,  wheiv 
lie  lived  the  life  of  a  student.  lie  had  seen 
the  exterior  of  tine  liotds  and  palaces,  hut 
never  had  his  feet  tioildcu  such  vclvct\-  car- 
pets, never  had  his  lindts  ju'osed  sueii  soft 
furnittire,  never  had  he  heen  I'ec  MVcd  as  a  vis- 
itor in  the  home  (d'  .^ucli  a  one  as  this  small 
amialde  gentleman,  who  was  {»rol»al»l\-  a  mci'- 
ehant  prince  in  this  strange  new  countr\-.  and 
wlio  talked  to  his  young  friend  with  hrevitv, 
and  yet  without  the  smallest  tincture  of 
haughtiness. 

The  cure  beanu'd  amiably  at  Mi'.  Manning', 
and  not  a  suspicion  of  t'livy  found  lodgmrnt 
in  his  gentle  breast.  lb'  was  (hdighted  to  see 
a  man   in   possessiini   of  so  much   luxury.     -1 
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I'cliciuilo    \  oil,    sir,"    Ik-    mitiiiiuri'd    wlicii    Mr. 
Maiming"   Itiielly   askcil    liim    what    iflalioii    lu; 

Itnlc    til    I'lllL;»'Ilt'. 

••He  ciiiiiiot  uii(U'rstiiii<l  you,  sir."  iiili'r|M)s»Ml 
I'^i<'t'iu'.  •'  uiiU^ss  N'oii  siicak  l''i('iH'li  or  ,>lo\v 
Aiiicricaii.'* 

Mr.  MaiiiiiiiL;  luadc  a  ^fstiirt'  thai  si^iiili- 
(iiiilly  coiuiiH'iiih-d  the  ciut''  to  the  pleasant 
coiiipaiiy  of  his  own  thoughts.  \\v  was  not 
tiu'  mail  to  talk  '•slow  Anu'iicaii  "*  when  a  lew 
(piiek  Sentences  woiihl  (lis[iose  of  the  hiisiness 
in   liamh 

"So  you  wisli  iiie  to  serioiislv  consider  yotir 
pro[)()sal,  lillle  hoy,"  lie  said,  again  confronting 
Eugene. 

"  I  do,  sir." 

'•  Well,  then,  give  me  your  reasons  for  hreak- 
ing  ihrougli  the  custom  of  this  countr\',  which 
I  su]»i>ose  you  know  is  not  to  arrange  marriages 
luitil   I  hi'  colli  racliu'j'  itariies  are  of  a<''e." 

'•When  thev  usuallv  arrauLre  them  for  them- 
selves,"*  continued   iMUjene. 

Mr.  Manuincj  was  excessivelv  ui.'  ised.  *•  1 
see  you  know  all  about  it,"  he  said. 
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''This   is    u\y    .'XciiM.    lor    I.ivakin.^r    thioii-l 

J'our   Imltits."   s;ii(I    Kiiu-,.,i('    «>;ini('.stl\.      -I    ; 

noble:    ynn    a,,.    ,,,4.       y,,,,    n.i-Iit     .1,-si.,.    t.. 

liave    iia*    lor    a    sdn-in-law  x.iuc    ihy    \\],..,i    I 

•""    "••    '"";-;■'■'•    J'fiv.    tor    I     .^n    to    Fran.v    i.- 
nionovv." 

"('..iiMirt    I  write  y.»ii  a  l.-tter'/"  asked   Mi. 
iM;uinin<_r. 

"  r.y  til.-  time  of  a  few  vrais  I  miMlit  form 
other  aiTaiM^eineiits:  therefore,  while  I  am  h.Te, 
where  there  are  s(.  f.-w  iioMes,  is  it  not  hrtt.'r 
to  seeure  m.-  fr.r  maih-moiscilc  youv  (hiii-ht.'r '.^  " 
''Suppose  ma.h'moist'Uc  my  daie^hirr  didn't 
wish  to  many  you   mImmi   she  o'lvw   no/" 

'•Oil  I  Init  she  would. ■■  said  Ku^fnc  in  -^ivat 
surprise.  *' Well-lnvd  ladies  arr  always  ar- 
lun-ed  for  in  marriao-e  in  France,  and  ih,.y 
enjoy  it.  It  would  not  he  neeessary  to  inform 
her  until  the  time." 

"I  know  you  fix  tliese  thincr.s  iu  a  (hft'/rent 
way  in  Franee."  .said  :\Ir.  ManniiiLr  uiij,  ^x- 
iniordinary  seriousness;  'Hjut  upon  my  word, 
I  don't  like  to  be  the  first  to  <tart  ih.-  ousiom 
here." 
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"I  iiiii  >iiif  ilii'ii-  wtiiiM  lit-  iiii  n'l^Mft  ill  the 
fiisi'.'"  .s;ii(l  I-liiuffii.'  Wiiiiiilv.  "An  lit  lie  .i^iils 
iirc  cuMcclIlt'*!.  .MiiilclMdisrllc  N'ili^ni'  is  iilir  (if 
llic  ll('altllit'>t  ami  tlic  lirsl-lclii|irlr«l.  A  >iiit- 
alilr  <l(p\\rv  l)ciii<'  iillarlicil  tu  her,  she  will 
lia\f  the  lu'iidit  >>i  iiiy  fxint  imin.  as  oik.'  says 
in  Fraiicf.  Ami  will  she  not  i-cjojce  l<»  Ix- 
inadaiiu'   la  cuiiitt'sse  ?  " 

••  She  will  \)v  too  sciisililc  ii  'L,''iil  to  jiaiii;'  licr 
lia[p|iim'ss  on  a  title.  I  hojx'."  said  Mi'.  MaimiiM^: 
••ami  tlioUL;'h  yu  scciii  a  (Iccciil  ciiou^di  hoy 
now,   voii  nia\'   irrow  ui>  to  he  a  scamp."' 


'!• 


Kii^'L'iic's  little  straight  l»ack  i^ii-w  moic  rij^id 
tliaii  l)t'l'oi».'.  ••  I  am  a  di.'  \'ai;_;as.""  lie  said 
with  an  expression  ol'  proud  and  ronseioiis 
superiority.       "Tl 


lere    arc    no    scamps    in    our 


famil' 


Mr.  Manning-  twisted  lii.s  lips  to  eoiieeul  the 
inward  lau'-liter  that  was  eon.suniinL''  liim. 
"(iranted  that  \du  are  not  <>'oinf''  to  he  a 
seump,   iiow   will  you  earn  youi-  hread  ?  " 


1 


>v  mv  sword 


'•  l)Ut  there  (h)esM't  seem  to  he  nnieh  u.se  lor 
swords  nowachiys.     Tlie  sentiment  of  to-day  Ls 
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";i.iiii>t  war:  iin<l  I  U..11I.I  nitli.T  have  a  wliole 
M.ii-in-law,  iK.t  mil.  thai  .soriifiMMlv  is  .n.jn.r  to 
I'iirve  t«>  j.ii'i'cs.*' 

"IJiit  the  army  must  1.,-  maiiitaim'd.  I  sliall 
!•'■  an  (.nicer,  and  ht.ld  mysdf  ivady  l'..r  war." 

-Oil  !  I  see.  Wrll.  f.  c.mc  hack  to  my  start- 
ill--|.<.illt,    I   d..n"t    likr   tliis    j.hlll.       It's    tnu   ,„„.- 

sided. —  t(M»    sure    lor   you,   too    ri>I<y    lor    mv 
daui^hier." 

-Are  not  .\nierican  <rirls  e(|ual  to  Fn-nch 
girls  win,  do  this?'' 

"Ves.  I  daresay:  hut  I  prefer  an  .Xnieiic; 
hushand  lor  my  ehihh  I  know  iliat  l^viid 
people  h.ok  out  I'or  money.  V,,u  ^v<.l^t  ha 
your  army  ollicers  many  without  <,'ettinL,'-  a  cei'- 
tain  amount  with  a  wife,  I  l,ave  heard:  hut 
someliow  or  other  the  thin,<r  do,.s  not  eon.m.Mid 
Itself  to  me.  I  don't  hcjieve  in  marryiuLT  f'-i" 
money." 

-Hut  we  do  not  do  that,"  exchiimed  Ku-cMe. 
'•  Oh  !  you  are  rasldy  mistaken.  A  Frenchman 
doe.s  not  marry  to  ohtain  trohl.  h  is  to  j-rote.t 
his  wife.  SoiiiL'  money  is  nece.s.sary  to  he  as- 
sured  to  lier;    it   is  rarely  enough   to  maintain 
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11  ciiiriiiLff  iiiMJ  a  tal)l»'.  All  woimn  liUi-  tlii» 
jinaiii^Tiiifiii  — 111  liti  w  isc.  uliy  wmjiii  iiiiillM'r> 
iiiaiiv  tlu'ii'  ilaii'iliU'is  il'  iIh-n  llu'iii>i'lvc.s  liavo 
ht'fii    iiiili;i|ii»y  ■'  " 

'•I  tfll  yitti  wliat  IM  (li>."  said  Mi.  MaiiiiiiiL,'- 
with  ]iiiHliL;iitu>>  L^iavily.  ••  A>  I  li;i\i'  loM  y>\\, 
I  (litii'i  liUf  III  111-  ill!'  liist  til  laiiiicli  tlii>  iifw- 
fa,iiL!^lt'<l  tliiiiL;'  ill  Aiiiciira.  I  iiflicvc  I  wouM 
he  iiKiMu'il  il'  I  startril  ti»  v;i»  <lit\\ii  [own  aiiini.;;' 
jteojiK'  wlin  kiirw  I  hail  pioinist'd  my  l)al»y  <^irl 
ill  iiiania^t'  in  a  stiaiii^c  hny  tJial  I  had  (»m1v 
«(.'cii  oiict'  ill  my  litr:  i)iil  yoii  n'i»  iniiiid  and 
visit  some  dl"  ihr  (UIut  liiiNiiicss  mcii  nt  tliis 
citv<  and  if  \(M1  can  ijcl  iht-m  ti»  <i'\\v  tln'ir 
consent  to  let  this  custom  have  a  fair  lii;d  hi'ic, 
I  will  siL,Mi  a  |ia]M'i'  that  will  coimiiit  my  daip^h- 
tcr  to  an   cii^'ai^HMuciit    to  ymi." 

Kll^vnc's     face     fell.        "'i'lieic    will     liol     he 


timt 


he   sa 


id  in  a    pained  voice 


as   We   leave 


to-moirow.      I    lioj)e<l    that    a    wriliiii,'-   could    hi- 
made  out   to-day." 

'•  I  am  iu»t  prepared  to  tro  that  leiij^lh,"  said 
I\Ir.    Maimiii'''  decidedlv.      "  Voii   sec   voii    have 


SI 


)ruii<''  this  thill''-  on  me.     You  will  he  comiiiL'" 
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to  .\mrii,.ii  iLiraiii  —  I.m\,.  if   till  ihrti.  ;in<|  u,."ll 

^""'^     "     "^'■>-         ll'll",     b.»V.    \unvv     lint      .r,,i,,.r     t(. 

taint,  an-  ynii '.'  " 

KS.MV     V.'^tiir,.    ut    cnlur    1,,,.!     I. ft     i:ii.^M.,„.'s 
tace.      II.'  was  tmt  nM,.  loaiialw.c  lii>  ..wii   ivv\. 

ill,l,'S.     I. lit     .|rr|,    .luuil     ill     Lis    ImmiI     il,..!,.    was    a 
l""''"""'l  '"I'l   I'l.'lik   iv-ivt    ||,,,t    he   w.is    to    l.M\,. 

America.  II. ■  ha,!  1„,jmm|  that  a  .j.'iinitr  a-iv.-- 
""■'"  ''""''•  '"'  "'•I'l'-  witli  till'  t'atli.T  (.r  liiil,. 
Vip^if.  wliirli  \v..iil.|  ^riv,.  a, I  ex. -us.'  tur  a  ivtiiiu 
to  th.'  city  wli.Mv  h,;  lia.l  lately  c\ j.ciiciic.d  tii.^ 
only  happy  days  .,t"  his  life.  If  tliciv  was  t.. 
he  no  a<(i'e.-iiieiit.   tlicfe    c(miM   he   no   ivtniii. 

"Xo.  I  ii.'ver  faint."  lie  sai.J:  and  a  sudden 
msLTVe  came  over  him.  ••  I  have  ..iily  to  ap..l..- 
.i^ize  for  this  intnision  and  leave  y<,n.  M,,,,. 
jsit'iir  le  cure,   may   I    re(|iirst  yoij   to  ._r,.?"* 

"Sit  down,  h..y,  sit  .1..W11.-  said  his  Imst 
kindly.  -I  want  lo  ask  yon  s..iiie  .,n,.sii(.i,s 
about  yourself." 

Eu.irene  resumed  his  seat,  and  wiili  tlie  air 
•'I'  il  complaisant  th..ii-h  MilT.-iin-  martvr  iv- 
s{)onded  to  the  (niestions  jiiit   to  him. 

Somethinn-    ahoiu    I, is    <M,ldlv    ,Marte..iis    an- 
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HWiTH  j'xi'itrd  tlif  kciMU'st  iiiti'it.'>t  ill  liis  iMtor« 
lo^riitnr.  "Sj'c  licit',  inv  hid."  Ill-  siiil  at  last, 
'•  I  Nvaiil  )<>ii  t<»  Htay  to  diiiiu'r  tliis  rvcniiii;  and 
iin'«'t  my  wife.  Diiii'i  say  a  word  t.t  In  r  on  tin- 
siil>j«'ct  of  oil!'  ciiiivrrsatitiii.  I  \vi>li  tliat  to  In- 
a  sfcri't  Ihtwi'i'ii  y<tu  and  nif :  Inr  tn  tfll  tlif 
truth,  yoii  would  «>nly  Ik*  laiii;ln'(l  at  if  it  wric 
to  «M't  niit.  Will  voii  stav  '/  and  von,  sir'.'  "  and 
lie   addressed    the  eiiie. 

Kii^n-nc  at  liist  reeniled  in  s[iirit  from  thin 
proposal,  hut  he  I'elt  himstdf  holllid  to  eoiivev 
the  invitati<»ii  tt»  the  enie;  and  the  deliLjht  of 
the  j^ood  man  at  the  honor  was  so  extiava- 
iXaiit  and  niil»(»nnil«d  tlia!  the  hoy  triaeel'nllv 
viehlid  and  consented  to  stav,  onlv  stiipidat- 
iiiL,'  that  a  messa;^e  he  sent  to  the  llaidys, 
who  Were  expeetiiiij^  them  to  return  to  par- 
tak(!  of  their  snpjier. 

''  I  will  send  my  man  up,"  said  Mr.  Man- 
niucr.  "  Will  vou  excuse  me  while  I  <rive 
iiim  the  message,  and  utjlify  my  wife  thai  you 
are  here?" 

Kucrene  sat  stilllv  in  his  seat.  lie  looked 
neither  to   the    right   nor   to    the    left,  and   he 
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iiiinli'  only   mi»iin>ylliil)ii.'   irpli^.s   tu  the    iiliiilr 
ini,'  MtMiteiu't's   iii'|.li'>j;  tV"ni   ihe  hk.uiIi  ..i   il„. 

Wlii'ii  .Ml.  .M.iimiii;,'  iv-.'titnvtl  ih,'  rouiii 
t'scortini;  his  wili-,  I-:u-fii.\  t'lr,.  hii'^'lii.-n.-.l 
Hoiiiewliiit.  Willi  .1  -lar.'  ati.i  i  .Minposiiiv 
that  chanii.Ml  ;h.'  hi.ly.  h.-  v^ty^v  ami  .stoo.l 
nsidt',  wliiK-  mi»n>i.'iii'  h'  cir  •  aliii..,>t  pi  -^iraltMl 
IniMsflf  l).'f.uv  licr.  Til. Ml  h".  t"',  ma. I.-  ;iii  in- 
n«'xi()i.  of  his  sli'ii.j.  r,  Mjjij.j.'  l»M-lv,  ami  >^.uri\ 
from  umlcr  hi.s  Mack.  (Irdopiii-^r  ,\,.Ia>lifs  at 
till'   pretty   imitluT  of  jii>  th  ^iml   fi,nii-t',-. 

\U'  hail  m-vrr  scm  h.-r  iM'fi.iv.  ami  .she  had 
iii'vcr  seen  him.  ••  V'iiM-i,'  talks  a  t,nvat  .I.-al 
alioiit  you."  she  said,  -'riiaiik  you.  no.  I  will 
not  take  a  chair.  Dinner  is  just  altout  to  !».• 
Jinnoiinced.  Why.  you  arc  ever  so  much  .ildcr 
than    Vir-^no.       I    thought    you    were    4uiic   a 


voun.jf  l)o\-. 


Mr.  Mannincf  lauL,dic(|  (piietly  to  himself. 
lie  was  apparently  carryim^  (^n  communica- 
tions with  the  cure  in  d.iml)  show,  hut  in  real- 
ity he  was  listening  to   jiis  wife's  conversation 


with   KuLjene. 
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"  I  do  lint  feel  \(HI1il;'."  said  I'hlgt'lie  So- 
licily,  walkiiiijf  beside  llic  ladv  cut  to  tlio 
liiilliiiiil  splendor  of  tlie  diiiini,'-rooni  :  ••  at 
times  it  seems  to  me  lliat  I  liave  lived  my 
wliole   life."' 

Mis.  Maiiiiiiii^'  was  a  j»liimp,  |ihleginiilie 
woman,  and  by  no  means  sensitive  ;  yet  lit 
tile  l»oy"s  involunlary  expression  of  inward 
snl'feiiiin'  and  mental  ex})i'rieiu'es  beyond  liis 
years,  a  sympalbelie  tlirill  j^assed  over  lier. 
and  willi  an  expression  of  pity,  she  sliowed 
liim   his  place  at   tlie   table. 

Engeiie  ean<^dit  this  expression,  and  in  deep 
irritation  lowered  liis  eyes  to  his  plate.  "Wliy 
is  il,"  he  lellected  bitterly.  "  tluit  since  I 
came  anionq-  these  .\merieans  I  eiiteli  their 
candid  wa\s —  I  re\eal  evervthino-?  I  even 
think  in  their  laiMjua'^e.  I  will  l)e<2'in  to  re- 
foiiii  at  oiiee.  now  tliat  I  am  to  return  to  my 
own  country;*'  and  a  lefoiin  he  immediately 
beoan  according'  to  his  own  standard.  It  was 
easier  for  him  to  he  composed  and  reserved 
at  this  tahle  than  at  the  Ilardvs.  lie  sat  no 
very  sti-aisrht    in    his    chair,  and   in    fin    adroit 
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and  delicate  manner  pariicd  Mis.  .M.iiininL,r"s 
lather  eiiiious  (juestions  aliout  liis  niode  of 
life  since   his   n-randfathcr's   death. 

Rather  to  hei'  own  suij.iis<'.  as  tlieii-  conver- 
sation i»roc,m'ssed,  Mrs.  Manninir  f,,iii„l  that 
she  wiis  tellini,^  the  hoy  far  inoie  ahoiit  her- 
s(df  than  he  was  telling  her  ah.mt  himself. 
For  one  tiling-,  she  confessed  to  him  her  loinr. 
ing  to  f(o  to  Km'ope:  and  KiiMvne  said,  -It  is 
our  misfortune  that  you  Ikivc;  not  yet  visit..! 
US.  May  we  not  look  foi-wai'd  to  the  pleas- 
ure of  soon   seeinir  y,,|,   j,,    France'/"' 

''I  want  to  <^^.  to  Kuiopo  next  summei-  and 
take  Virc^ne,""  she  said. 

''May  I  express  the  wish  that  y.ni  will  honor 
Cliatillon-sur-Loir  with  a  visii?"' 

"I  should  like  to  see  somethintr  ,,f  ,.,,;,1 
Fren(di  life  ever  so  much/'  said  Mrs.  Mannin-: 
"and  Virgie  would  be  deliglited  t.)  look  y^^xx 
up. 

"Tlien  we  shall  live  in  the  hi^^.o  of  s-M-in-r 
you,"  said  Eugene  sweetly,  and  with  a  sidt; 
glance  at  the  cure.  wlio.  in  hlissful  uncon- 
sciousness of  tlie  fact  that  visitors   were  bei 
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iiivitt'(l  uikK'I'  liis  limiil)lt'  inof,  was  takiii'nf  liis 
soup  with  soiiie  iioist;,  aiitl  in  a  state  of  utter 
Ix'atilication. 

As  foursG  after  course  was  serve<l.  I-ji^'eiie, 
will)  six  inoiitlis  l)i'f(»i('  would  liave  been  en- 
elianted  by  tlie  disjilay  of  liches  about  him. 
lu'canie  uioit;  and  un)re  uidiappy.  He  pre- 
sei'ved  liis  eomposure.  but  it  was  at  the  ex{)ense 
of  liis  nerves.  i\Irs.  Mainiiug-'s  voiee  often 
sounded  distant  and  hollow  in  his  ears;  and 
once  oi-  twice  he  roused  himself  with  a  start,  to 
iind  that  a  servant  stood  at  his  el1)ow  vainly 
striviufjf  to  atti"iet  his  attention. 

What  was  the  matter  with  him  ?  He  was 
surrounded  with  thinos  in  which  he  took  de- 
li oht ;  and  in  this  fine  house  \vith  these  rich 
j)eople  he  should  feel  perfectly  at  home,  yet 
his  dull  and  iuappreciative  eye  wandered  care- 
lessly over  the  costly  dinner-service  and  the 
display  of  exquisite  floweis.  The  servants 
moving  noiselessly  about  wearied  him;  and  the 
lights,  soft  as  they  were,  made  his  eyes  smait 
with  unshed  tears;  while  Mrs.  Manning's  satin 
dress,  dainty  as  it  was,  had  less  beauty  in  his 
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iiim  now,  mat  kind 
woniaii  in  the  coiia-v  l.y  the  \'\m.  Piohalilv 
she  was  jnsi  (hawing-  her  chair  up  lo  the  lire 
in  the  eoscy  pador,  and  was  laivin--  fioin  Ikt 
worlvhasket  one  of  tJie  line  new  gainienis  iliut 
«he   was   making  for  hini. 

Perhaps    she    was    niurnmring    softlv    to    ju-i' 
hiisl)an(l,   "How   I   miss  that  hny\" 

"What  will  she  (h)  wlien  I  am  gone?"  thouoht 
Eugene  in  su(hlen  terror.  Something  seemed 
to  gripe  his  lieurt,  and  lie  eould  have  eried  out 
in  his  distress;  yet  he  controlled  himself,  and 
replied  in  a  (piiet,  clear  voice  to  a  (lucstion 
that  Mrs.   Manning  was  askin<»-    him 

"Yes,  madam,  I  will  thank  you  for  some 
preserved  ginger.  I  am  fond  of  it,  and  it  is 
some  time  since   I  liave  eaten  of  it." 

The  cure  ate  long  and  with  an  admirable 
appetite,  and  shortly  after  dinner  showed  an 
amiable  inclination  to  retire  into  a  corner  of 
one  of  the  parlors  where  ;i  few  luxurious  arm- 
chairs stood  ill  invitiriGf  solitude. 
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••Su|i|i()so  I  \\vw  to  try  one  of  tlicsc  J'<ih- 
(ri<ils,"  he  >iii(l  in  a  jocular  way  to  Kuljciu; 
and  tli()p|iin|^'  into  (mc,  he  buricil  his  fai-c  in  a 
nL'\vsj)a[)er    wliicli    Mr.    Manniii:;'    han<h'(l    liini. 


Old    nver    wliose     jiagx's,    wliicli     wcic     almost 
h()H\'  uiiini(,'lli<"'il)lu  to  him.  lit.'   was  soon  doz- 
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ing  n'eiilly. 

Mr.  Manuin;.;'   pdliU'l}'    i^noriMl   his    prcscne'L' 
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and.    ociiil;'    c-lnrllv    intcrc^ 
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>(t(l 
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ULTtMie 


le, 


([iiilc  uniniciilionallv.  hcjit  ilic  lad  on  the   rack 
for  some  time  hy  askim^'  him  fnilher  (jnestions 
about  himself   and   his   jdans   for  the   future. 
'I'lie  l)oy  could  not  cNade  his  .sliai[)  business- 


lil. 


\e    UHiuirics 


as    he    had    done    those    of     hi> 


w 


ife.  He  endured  them  with  the  best  <n'ace 
possible,   only    ^rowiuL;-    a    little    white    in    the 

^ort  to  control  himself.  As  soon  as  Mrs. 
Maninn<r*s  return  from  the  nurserv,  where  she 
had  been  to  see  her  <-hild,  i^ave  luiirene  an 
excuse  for  leaving,  he  rose  gracefully,  and 
looked  lowanl   the  cure. 


What,  ••■oiim'  already 


Mi 


said  Mr.   Mainung. 
imma,  can't    this    Oov  sav    ^'("'ddtv  to  vour 


little    dauu'hter?      lb'    tliinks    a    n'reat    deal    of 
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H:^, 


iK'i':       aixl    liis  cycN  L^ltMiiHMl   iiiiscliicvituslv   a.s 
tlii-y   H'st('(I   oil    J-jiL;'t';it'. 

••  Crrtiiiiily,"'  said  .Mis.  .MaiiiiiMj^.  "As  a 
.ireiicral  iIuiil;-  I  doiTl  like  Iut  i,,  )),.  (IisHuImmI 
after  .she  i^'ocs  to  IkmI,  hut  we  will  mak.-  an 
i'xct_'[)ti()ii   ill   favor  of  \irv  playfi'llow." 

••('niiiL'  [i\i)\\<r,  llifii."  said  .Mr.  .Manniii--;  and 
lie  ran  iip-staiis  iiiore  nimhly  than  Mn^-cne, 
and  waited  fur  him  at  the  top  of  the  .staiiva>e. 
"Here  we  are,"  he  said  hriskly  :  and  he 
(•l)ened  the  door  of  a  dimly  light»Ml  room. 
"  Aie  you   asleep,   pet  ■.''  " 

'•  Xo,    jia[ia,""    said    \'i)i;ie    sleepily;  and    Ku- 
geiie  saw   her  pretty  liead  risini--  from  a  eiih. 
"Where  is  nurse?"  asked  Mr.  Manniii",  ad- 
vaiiciug'  to  the  erih. 

"(Joiie  down-stairs,  eross  old  tliin^',"  said 
Virgie.  "Have  you  brou'-ht  your  little  --irl 
a  present,  papa  /  " 

'•No,"'  .said  her  father  with  a  lau'di.  "I 
haye  l)rouo'ht  a  hov  that  wants  to  say  o'ood-hy 
to  you.  lie  is  going  away.  Do  you  know 
\yho  it  is  /" 

"  •  Course  I  do,"  said  Virgie,  wlio  was  eU-arly 
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in  II  IkkI  tcniptT:  "it's  tlial  cioss  1m>v  ICuiieiic. 
Is   lie   i,n)iii«(  to  his  old    rcmiicior'/ " 

KuLTfiif  tell  as  if  lie  wcif  suiTocatini:.  He 
had  always  I'aucied  that  lie  <Hd  not  liiu'  this 
little  American  ijiil.  ilmt  he  (»idv  enduicd 
lii-r:  and  he  had  eoiisidfit'd  it  a  ^Teat  eondc- 
seension  on  his  }»ait  thai  he  shonld  include  her 
in  the  i-hildish  stiujcc  of  diplomacy  liy  which 
lie  proposed  to  make  the  way  clear  for  a  re- 
turn to  America.  Now  lu?  saw  that  lie  had 
heeii  mistaken.  lie  loved  the  small  child 
next  to  Mrs.  Hardy  and  the  ser^'eant,  and  her 
indiffcrenee  cut   him  to  the  heart. 

"  Little  one."'  he  said  resentfully,  as  he 
steppccl  nearer,  "ycni  may  never  see  me  again." 

"Then  Vir<'ie  will  Ik;  ghuh"  said  llie  child, 
pouting''  out  her  lips  at  him  :  "  once  you 
sweeped   the  ground  with  me.' 

Mr.  Manninci'  was  convulsed  with  amuse- 
ment  at  the  calndy  vindictive  attitude  of  liis 
youthful  daughter,  and  waited  attentively  for 
iMigfene's  next  sen'^ence. 

"Shall  I  send  you  a  present  from  France'/  " 
he  asked  at  last. 
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"Xc:    N'iigii-   liiU«'>   Kri-iicli  (lull>." 
'•  Ac  loss   lliL'  st'ii,"'  said    Kiio'ciic   iiKHiriifullv. 
"I    shall     soon    forget    you;    for    I   sliali    have 
Itoys   to  play   with     and   you  arc   hui  a  j^irl."' 

*•  WluMi  you  <^n.  'way,  Kugt'iU',"'  replied  \'ii-- 
<,ne  in  a  cool  and  impassive  nianiiei',  -ril  frow 
all    the  stones   in   the  park   at   the   ivnipeior/' 

'I'his  sliaft  did  not  excite  his  answer  as  she 
thought  it  would;  so  she  continued.  <'autiouslv 
feeling  her  way,  for  she  was  afraid  of  him 
when  he  lost  his  tempei-.  -An'  niaylK-  I'll  kill 
the  king,  an'  the  other  i)ussies,  an'  the  nn'ster 
l)olieenian,  an'  mayhe  I'll  come  an"  kill  \(ui." 

Her  sweet  and  silly  deliaiiee  did  not  j.ro- 
voke  th'j  boy,  and  she  lashed  her  childish 
imagination  for  another  taunt.  "If  Viroie 
liad  a  gun,"  she  nuiinniicd.  "a  big,  Idg  gun,  I 
guess  she'd  shoot  you  now." 

Eugene  smiled  sadly,  and  yet  his  eves  were 
full  of  tears.  Was  he  going  to  ci'v  before  this 
child  and  the  man  who  was  silentlv  reo-ardiiur 
liim?  The  tliougbt  filled  him  witli  dismav : 
and  lie  turned  on  his  heel,  and  abruptly  went 
toward  the  door. 
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••Oh,  oil!"  s(jU('iil('(l  \'iiL;if  (li.siiiiill\ .  ••  tlio 
[)rolty  Imttoiis  !  conir  hack,  I  waiit  to  src 
thfin!" 

Ilt-r  \ohitih',  cliihUsli  hiJicy  )ia<l  Ik-cii  tal<fii 
with  tln'  i^littrr  ol  >oiiu'  iicw  hiiltoiis  (»ii 
lOiiL^'eiif's  coat :  ami  hastily  wipiii'^  his  eyes,  he 
iciuniotl  lo  lici',  and  hcl'oic  Mi.  .Maiiiiiii;^  could 
lucvciit  liitii,  he  had  irallaiitly  twisted  a  Imt- 
tou  from  its  place,  and  juit  it  in  the  child's 
iiaiid. 

••  Thank  you,  Ku^cne,  iust  dicffullv,"'  she 
said  in  ddi^-ht:  and  she  sj)iann'  up  in  her  ciih. 
clasping'  her  new  triiasiire  lirinly  in  one  hand, 
while     slie     extended    the    other    touard    him. 


^'Ciood-hv,    VirLii 


e    W(  > 


n't    hurt    the    remperoi 


here's  a  present  for  you;"  and  she  caught   up 
a    leu'less,    arndess    doll    IvinLi-    on    her   daintv 
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Eugene  went  to  lu-r,  and  she  stuffed  it  in 
his  poidct't.  Then  she  yawned  slee[)ily,  put  her 
])ink  lips  to  his  ear,  and  murmured,  '••(rood-hy. 


Eu'jene,  he  a  o-ood  o-irl 


d  (I 


UKl  dropping  dowu 


l( 


01 


1    her   pillow    was    asleep    before    the}'    had 


fairly  left   the  room. 
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'""""-    lat.T    Ku;,.,..,,,.    ,„h1    ,1„.    ,,,i,.,t 

"'■"■    "■""''"'   'l'>i.-ll.v    ,„,    ,1,..    „v,., i„    „„. 

''"■'■'■"""  "'■  ""■   "^"'b--  l,..u.„.,  a„,l   M,.  M  ,„ 

'""'   ",'"'    '"'^  "■''■^-    ^^"    '^'ll^ing   ,„,,Hla-r  ui,|. 
anuised   faces. 

MVI.at    .1-,   you    niukc    ef    that    l,uv  ;>  "     1,. 
a.skt'd. 

'•!   .lon'tinak,.   M.u,.h    of   l.in.,-  .|...    ,epli,,,. 
•He  seoM.s  a  i..,lit,.  Httl,.  cynic." 

*•"•'   i-^   'More   than  .hat."  ^.ui.!   M,.  Mannin-^ 
-tgely.       ..,f    ]„    ,,,,,    ^,.,,^    ^^^    ^^^^^.    ._^    ^^.^ 

country,  f  w.„.M  -lo  somethinLr  fur  hi,,.- 
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THAT    WOMAN. 


VM 


Mi;s.  IIakdy  was  afiaiii  lliat  Ku<,M'!H'  was 
j,ntiii<f  t(»  \)v  ill.  Several  tiiiit'S  while  •(iviiij^^ 
lici'  an  aeeouiit  of  iiis  vi.Nit  t<>  the  Maimiii'rs 
lie   i(;hn»se(l   into   hmi;',   iKuihlcd  sileiiees. 

As  soon  as  he  had  lliiislicd  his  recital  ;-he 
sent  him  to  biMJ,  and  shortly  al'lerwards  she 
eanu'  and  stood  over  him  with  a  niedieiiu'  liotlle 
in  lier  hand. 

He  asked  no  (lUcstions :  and  after  (piiekly 
takini^  wlisit  slie  gave  iiini.  he  kissed  her  hand, 
and  rlosing  liis  eyes,  fell  into  a  Ironhled  sleep. 

In  the  morning  lie  seemed  more  clieerfiil,  but 
he  still  acted  like  a  hoy  in  a  dream;  and  the 
serircant  miUterech  "  Tliat  lad  (h>esn't  hear  more 
tlian  half  of  what  is  said  to  liim.  lie's  in  a 
dead  worrv  about  this  business  of  iroiiiLT  awav. 
Now  I  must  have  a  few  last  words  with  the 
priest.     Come  out  into  the  garden,  mussoo,  it's 
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u  line  inorrjin«':"  uikI  In-  took  lii>^  j'uest  out- 
(»l'-«h)orM. 

**  Now,  lotiU  liiic,  >ii/'  lie  >iii«l  linnly.  and  lie 
sei/cd  .1  Iditlmi  mi  tin-  priest's  fiissock,  "  tliis 
i-<i  voiir  last  day  in  l>o>toii  :  and  I  want  to  trll 
Vtiu  Im'I'uic  \tiu  take  tliat  ln»\-  to  l-'rancr,  that 
you'i't  to  con-iidfr  yuiirsclt'  as  I'rcj'  as  aif  to  send 
liini  liai'ic  at  any  tiiiif  it  suits  you  and  iiiiii.  I'oi- 
I  j^iit'ss  his  L,Manil-uuel«*  isn't  j5'oin'L,'  ti»  intn  l\'re 
iMueli    with    him." 

Tilt'  cun''  haidly  undcisttnid  a  word  nf  what 
the  scrjifant  said,  and  tin-  woriliN'  man  <Iiil  not. 
fxpcct  that  he  would.  The  S((ri,Taiit  had  for- 
iiuilatfd  a  system  ahont  convcrsinL,''  willi  tht; 
ciiie.  'I'lu!  tiisl  tinn'  he  iittcrrd  sfiitrnci-s  la? 
rattled  them  oil"  in  any  way  jii>t  to  accustom 
tiic  forci'nier  to  the  soiuid  oi'  the  words.  Tin? 
next  time  he  i'e{>eiited  them  slowly,  the  thiid 
time  more  slowly,  and  with  a  lihcial  iHustfa- 
lion  (»r  tjjcslures  in  oidef  to  mak«!  his  meaning 
entiiely  plain. 

Tht'ivfofe.  when  the  cnie  had  heard  a  trio  ot" 
these  se'iitenees,  aeeomjtanied  hy  a  I'ai-away 
fliiiLT    ot"   his    host's    hand    to    deiiole    France.    ;i 


I'.tO 
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ItCMI'tT  olU'  liir  Ilu>li»||,  :ilii|  ;l  ((HlHHrliclisi v«' 
swct'ji  tliiHii'^h  ihr  ail'  to  iiidicati-  tH'cMlnm  «'f 
iicliuli,  lie  mi<liM'Sl«»tMl  |tfl  lr(tl\ ,  Mini  llo(l(l<'«l  Ills 
ilC<|Uit'S('flM'C  illld  ilpplnMil   nl'   llii-    Jtlall. 

••  l»iit   I  think  111'  wcrl  iii)t  ivtiiiii.'"  lu' siiiW. 

••  Voii  (Imri  kiMtw  iiiivtliiM^'  alnnit  it."  said 
llic  sj'i'^caiil.  ••lit'  is  a  <|Ucfi'  I.mI  :  ami  iiki- 
iiiKsi  voiuil;  1\'11o\vs,  ami  s«uiif  nld  uiu'S,  li«'  docs 
wliat  Noiidnii't  tliihk  lie  will  do,  and  wliiit  ^oii 
tliink   in-   will  do.  lie   won't 


•        • « 


I'aid 
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'•  1  can't  make  y<»u  sec  tiiat."  said  llio  st'i'ij(.'iUit 
(Iccidt'dly,  "  bcciiiisc  there  i>n"t  any  scope  for 
<^'stm'cs,  so  we'll  let  it  pass.  Now,  I  want  to 
tell  you  that  I  have  a  ncst-«'^'g,  and  my  wife 
has  expectations,  or  rather  a  suicty  t"fom  a  rich 
aunt,  so  the  hoy  wonhln't  sniVer  if  he  canu; 
hack.      We   could   educate    him    liki'   a   Lfontlu- 


man. 


'•  Iv^'^s."  exclaimed  the  cr.iv  in  deliufht  as  a 
familial'  word  Iji'oke  upon  his  ear  in  the  lirst 
titlcianci'   of  a  sentence.      •"  liens   lay   c_«jfi;'s." 

••  Yes,"  said  the  sergeant.  '•  hens  and  e,Li:gs  <^o 
toircther;  hut  n'ood  j^nicious,  you've  i^ot  me  oil' 
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tlif  tiat'k,  ami  it'  F  ',•••»  to  «'X|>laiii  iny  Jia'aiiiri;^ 
tn  Villi,  viiu'll  ^'it  .ill  taii;^'lt'il  ii|>  ill  a  rliit'kni- 
«'iiii|».       FiUjM^rl     il.    liiUSSMO.*' 

••I«'niM>,.t  t'i^ys :  iHi.  I  iiiiu'iiil>ar«'.  '  saiil  the 
run'  rrjiioaclit'ully. 

'•I  j^iu'ss  I'll  lia\i'  to  (lisjiosr  nl"  that."  said 
the  sci'^^^'aiit  <li'>|n'iatrly.  *'  W'liat  iliti  I  want 
to  US)'  the  old  (■\|iit's>iMii  fur','  Iltiis  air  il-'i'l'ill 
crraliiii's  :  "  and  to  rxjifditc  iiiattris  In-  ln'^^aii  to 
liap  liis  arms  and  cluck,  and  ilicii  itiniiLrlit  his 
hands  utMr  the  ground  to  measure  oil  the  ili- 
meii.sioiis  ol'  a   lien   of  »esj>eetiil)le  ,ip|t<'ariince. 

"  l\i,'g><  itit!  Ljood  for  eating,"  said  the  cii!(^ 
amialily. 

••  ^'es,  fine."'  said  the  sei<^'eant  :  and  lie  drew 
a  hamlful  of  silvei-  fioni  his  {toeket.  "Do 
you   see    that  '/  " 

"  Yes,  yes.*' 

"]\I()iiey — 1,'ood  stutT  to  have  —  well.  I've 
a  lot  of  it  ~-  lieajis :  "  and  he  hc^aii  to  hnild 
an  airy  j»yranii<l  on  tluv  ,Lr'"*'<""l-  "  Savini^i-s. 
you  know,  and  a  little  I  had  ht't  nie  Ky  my 
juirents  —  eiioULjh    to  educate  a   hoy.'" 

"Yes.    I    eompiehend."    said     the    cine,    de- 
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lil^litcil  Ih'voikI  mcasiiii'  ;it  liis  own  kt'cimcss  ; 
"■you  sell  «',i^'"L;'s,  you  make  money.  One  does 
it    in    I'lance.      ( )ne  sells   all   tiling's." 

'"All  liu'lit.""  said  the  ser<reant  jjlnlosophi- 
eally.  "llavi?  me  sell  e,^'^'s  or  anytliiniL;'  \'ou 
like,  the  money  is  llieic,  anyway,  and  the  hoy 
is  weleome  to  it.  Hello,  lieie  he  is.  Conu; 
liei'e,  lad.  and  dash  this  ol't'  to  your  proteetor. 
Y(Mi  are  now  in  Amei'iea.  you  start  for  l^'i'aiiee 
in  a  few  lioui's  ;  you  may  stay  there  six  weeks, 
or  six  months,  oi-  six  years,  or  all  your  life  ; 
but  iiidess  you  hear  fi'om  us  that  we  have 
forgotten  you  oi'  ehani^'ed  our  minds,  you'ic 
at  li])erty  to  eonu'  hei'e  and  live  with  us  at 
any  time.      Do  you   undei'staiul   that  ?  "" 

"•I  do."  said  Kun-ene:  '"and  I  thank  vou." 
Wliile  he  \vas  talking-  to  the  cui'e.  the  ser- 
geant sighed  heavily,  and  went  sauntering 
down  the  walk  to  the  gate,  and  out  thiough 
it  to  the  park.  lie  was  not  as  sanguine  as 
his  wife  about  Eugene's  reluctance  to  leave 
tliem,  and  he  could  not  bear  to  remain  at 
liouie  on  this  the  last  day  of  his  stay  with 
tliem. 


THAT    \\(fMAy 
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Wlu'ii  li,.  ivtiiiiir.l  foi'  (lirin.T  in  the  niid.llr 
of  t!ie  (lay  lie  exerted  liimsrlf  t.,  1„.  checitHl: 
I'lit  he  (lisipj.caiv.l  iimnediatelv  at'tciwanl.  and 
«li<l  not  eoine  bark  until  lai,.  i,,  iIk-  afleni..,,n, 
ill  time  to  take  Kiigcne  and  tiie  priest  to  the 
li'ain. 

All  day  hvvj;  Eiiu-ene  had  followed  Mrs. 
Ha-'dy  ahoiii  the  house,  waiting-  on  lier  in  a 
quiet  and  unohtiMisive  way,  hut  sayinir  very 
little.  He  did  not  understand  h.-r :  hut  she 
understood  him  perfectly,  and  she  saw  tliat 
as  yet  there  was  no  lla-oing  in  his  resolve  to 
go  to  P'ranee. 

He  wondered  that  this  woman,  wlio  pro. 
fe.ssed  u>  love  him  so  mu.di  and  who  eried  so 
easily,  had  not  yet,  as  far  as  he  had  known, 
shed  a  tear  over  his  departure.  She  did  n,,t 
even  br.jak  down  when  they  reaehed  the  sta- 
tion, and  saw  before  then,  the  loner  line  of 
cars  on  whieh  he  was  to  be  whirled  away 
from  her. 

Eugene  shuddered  at  the  sioht,  and  eluncr 
convulsively  to  her  hand.  -Do  you  feei  thai 
you  ought  not  to  go/""  ,],e  asked  .piietly. 
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'•Xo,  ii(t,"  said  the  Ixiy  in  a  tortured  voii-e. 
"I  <»idy  feel  it  iunribk'  to  ;;■<>:  yvA  it  is  tor 
tli(,'  lu'st,  and  it  is  duty.  I  siiall  come*  back 
sonii'  dav." 

••Wife."  said  the  sergeant  inexorably.  ••  il 
is  time  for  tliciii  to  cjet  on  board  tlie  train. 
(ioo(l-b\-,  son." 

'•(lood-by,"  said  lMiL;i']ie.  sliaking  liaiids  witli 
him:  ••yoii  liave  Ix-uii  j^ood  to  nie.  I  tliank 
you ""  —  and  liere  liis  xoice  failed  him,  and  he 
<n-oi)ed   blindlv    for   Mi's.    Hardy. 

\Vli('?i  lie  ftdt  lier  arms  around  him,  lie 
\v]iis})eied  three  woids  in  her  ear — the  words 
slie  had  loiioed  to  hear,  and  tliat  lie  liad  never 
given  her  until   now. 

••I  love  you,"  he  l)ieathed  with  liis  eager 
lips  aj^ainst  hci-  eiieek  :  and  then  lie  added 
with  a  li<  artbrokt'ii  sii^h,  '•  if  I  were  not  a 
beLJ'o'ai'  I  shonld  have  slaved  with  V(Ui  ;  but 
I  am  jiroud  "  —  here  ho  broke  off.  and  with- 
out lookinii"  at  her  auain,  rushed  into  the 
car  and  took  his  seat. 

The  euie  followed  him  slowly  and  cau- 
tiously, put  in  one  of  his  capacious  pockets  tlie 
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chucks  and  liekcts  tluit  tlie  scrgcui.t  lian.l,.l 
t<'  liini  :  tlicn  the  coiuluctor  sIh.uUmI,  li.e  cn.u.l 
of    iHM.i-lc   stepiuMl    hack,  a.i.l    the   tiaiii   niuvu.l 

Klln-oJlf      IVlliaillLMl      Miotic. Ill, -ss     aiid     silclll 

his  c..nie:-  of  ih,'  scat.      lie  .li.l  not   speak    ii 
til    they   reachcl    the    Fall     iJivcr   station,   and 
thciv   jio   contented    hjinself   with    inoiiosyllahic 
rt'iflics  to  the  cunrs   reiiiaiks. 

Upon  arriving  on  the  steaiiier  the  eiiie 
sanntcred  Nvon.h'nng-ly  ahont,  taking  in  the 
details  of  ilie  life  on  h,,anj  this  lloaiing  pal- 
ace. He  M-onld  want  to  (h-serihe  it  aceiiratelv 
upon  reacliino-  Lome,  for  he  knew  that  the 
peasants  of  riiatiUon-snr-Loii-  wen^  capal.h>  of 
taking  in  accounts  of  greater  wonders  than 
tliese. 

Eugene  had  gone  immediately  to  Ix-d.  After 
an  liour  or  two  the  cure  followed  I,,,,,.  I;,., 
fore  turning  into  his  herth  for  the  night,  he 
looked  at  the  one  ahove  liim.  The  hov  hiv 
with  ]iis  arm  over  liis  fa-e.  Prohablv  he  had 
ocen  asleep  for  some  time. 

Being    tired,    and    having  a    mind    at    peace 
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wltli  liinisi'lf  ;iii(l  llif  \\(»il(l,  tlif  prit'st  slept 
soiiiidlv  iiiid    Impitilv    until    shoillv   atlcr    (l;i\- 

«.  Lit  •  • 

l)i('iik.  'I'lu'ii  Ik;  l;(»1  up:  iind  alter  i^aziu^- 
llii(iUL;li  Lis  small  window  at  tlie  i('(l  hall  dt" 
llie  sun,  lie  laised  liis  eyes  to  llie  upper  beitli 
wlieiu  he  sujt[»()se(I    I\UL;eue   was  still  slt'e[)iiiL;'. 

'W)  Ids  suijtrise  and  distress  the  lad  was 
cn^uehed  in  a  cdrner,  his  linihs  eonvidseil.  liis 
face  ritiid.  and  his  hands  tiijlitlv  cdasped  in 
the  hedcdothes. 

*•  How  now.  little  one  —  ait  thou  lia\ing  a 
fit?"  exclaimed  the  jtiiest  in  his  own  lan- 
qua'^'e.  '•  Let  me  dash  some  watef  in  tliy 
face.      Oh,   this   is  pitiful  ! '" 

I'jt^-eiu'  stfetelu'(l  out  his  hand  in  a  forhid- 
diufif  way,  hut   did   not   icjily   to  him. 

'•Thou  art  having  a  spasm.""  said  the  jtriest. 
"  I  am  sure  of  it.  Let  nie  seek'  a  doctor. 
Oh!  what   is    the  matter  with   thee/*" 

"It  is  that  woman.*"  'jasned  I'LuLieiie.  ••  Oh  I 
r  cannot  eiulure  it."" 

•■'A  woman  I  "*  repeated  the  jiriest.  inspecting 
the  narrow  dimensions  of  their  room  in  great 
amazement  ;  "  there  is  no  woman  here.*" 
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"It  is  <h;it  woiiKiii  voikIlt,  inoMsicur  1.. 
cnro,'\sui(l  P:u<reiit'  respectfully,  iiiid  y.-t  uiih 
restrained  ;uiu-er ;  ••there  is  hut  uii.-  \vmi„;,„ 
that  I  consider  — the  one  who  li;is  ht',Mi  so 
peerless  for  lue.  Oh!  I  wisli  t,,  see  Iut.  I 
wish  to  see  her:'"  and  he  liuiio-  l,inis..lf  whout 
his  JMM'lh  ill  a  paroxysm  of  iv<r,vt  a,,. I  passi-.n. 

"  Poor  little  .>ii(.,""  said  thi;  priest,  -  hast  thou 
been  suffering  all  tln'ou-di  the  lono-  iii<iiit '.' "' 

'•I  have  not  slept,"  said  Euirene  niiserahly. 
"I   have  sat  up  and  thouoht  of    many  thinir, 
I   wish  to  OY)  hack.     I  cannot  endure  this. 

''I  will  he  a  mother  to  thee,"  said  the 
priest  soothinoly:  -and  thou  canst  write  to 
that  good   woman." 

"She  will  not  care  for  letters,"  cxclainird 
Kugene.  ••She  wishes  me,  and  I  wish  her. 
When  I  lie  down  at  night  she  wislies  m.-  happv 
dreams.  I  did  not  know  that  I  eared  Un  it 
until  last  night  when  she  was  not  hen;.  I 
must  go  back  to  her.  I  i<h<ill  go  ),aek  :  "  and 
he  surveyed  his  companion  in  open  delianc'. 

The  priest  was  puzzled.     -Dost  thou  desire 
to  remain  always  in   this  countrv?""  he  said. 
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"  Yt's."  Kuirt'iie  ii'turtic*!  witli  siiddrii  (-(xjl- 
ncss.  •'It'  lliiit  woiiiiiii  n1i(>u1(1  (lie,  ji(>ssi])ly  I 
iiii''lit  rctuiii  to  l^'iaiicc.  While  she  li\-e.s  I 
will   slay   willi  lier." 

"  Thou  art  an  ohstinatc!  eliilil."'  muttered  the 
(Mile  to  liimselt.  "  and  I  helieve  thee.  Neither 
the  ehureli  iior  the  World  I'estrains  the  (U) 
Vai<ras.  Tliev  are  unriih.  like  the  wild  hoars."' 
Then  lie  said  ah)iid.  —  "What  dost  tliou  })ro- 
poso  to  ([{)'! 

"To  I'etnrn  now."  crieil  luiii^i'iie.  flini^^iiij^^  up 
his  liead,  "now.  monsieur  le  euie.  With  your 
permission  I  will  u'o  l>ack — I  will  say  to  her 
I  am  sorry  for  the  disturhanees  I  havt;  made 
you.  In  future  I  sliall  trv  to  he  more  peaee- 
ful."* 

"My  life  will  he  less  lively  without  thee." 
observetl  the  cure  thoU'^htfuUv ;  "and  weie  I 
alone  concerned  thou  wouldst  freely  have  Jiiy 
eoiiseiit    to  icmain.   hut   iliv   L;'rand-unel(i  "  — 

"  Tell  him,"  said  I^uu'eiie  \\  iili  hent  brows 
and  flashing  eyes,  "tell  him  that  he  lias  no 
authority  over  me.  That  I  refuse  the  meagre 
sum    that    he    \\"oul(l    dole   out   to   me.     In    this 
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ooiinti-y  I  will  Icam  \u,\y  t,,  su[»i.(Hl  iiivs 'If; 
y<"t  also  tell  iiiiii  ihut  siiico  I  love  that  woman 
I   halt'   liiin   h'ss." 

'•Thou  ait  a  iu'vy  hi<l.'"  Miuniiiuvd  the  ciin' 
with  ivsiLriiiition.  -If  thy  ,L,naii(I-uiicl('  wcic 
a  (Ic   \':ircras  I  would  iuhmI  to  softiMi   that   nu-s- 


saw. 


''  Have  I  your  permissiou  to  retuiu  ?  "'  a.skod 

Kugt'llf     Uin-,.i,tly. 

"Thou  liast.  Of  what  use  would  it  he  to 
withhold  it?"  said   the  cui'e   fraiddv. 

"Of  IK)  use,"  replied  tli.'  boy  with  a  ivlieved 
gesture:  '•  for  tliis  inorniiiM-  [  (i,„l  ,„yself  capa- 
l)le  of  running  away.  An  soon  as  we  aiiive 
in  New  York  I  will  h-ave  v(.u;"  and  a  hrioht. 
smile  stole  over  his   faee. 

The  cure  seized  his  hlaek  hat,  and  went  for 
a  stroll  on  the  deek,  where  Ik-  was  a  f<-w 
minutes  later  joined  hy  a  new  Kugeiie,  --  u 
happy,  contented  ])oy,  who  sei/.ed  his  hand,  and 
begged  forgiveness  f(.r  the  determined  manner 
in  whieh  he  had  just  addressed  liim. 

"Droll  little  lad,"  said  the  priest,  "I  won- 
der  what   thy  life   will    hi-?     [  sav   to  thee   as 


•J.W 


I  111-:  7v7,V(r    OF    lllh'   I'AUK. 


! 


lliat  L,'""<1  Jiiaii  said  ycstfida} ,  tlmii  lia>t  a 
irit'iid  ill  iiic  a\\a\  in  l-'iaiirc.  .M\  cotta'M' 
ilodi'   will   always   lie  ojmii    id   llirc."* 

Imivciic  {ucsscd  (Hie  of  the  ciiit'-'s  liaiids  in 
Imtli  of  his,  while  tears  stood  in  his  eyes.  Thtn 
thfv  went  hclow  to  have  breakfast  :  and  wliile 
the  hoy  was  eatinj,-'  and  diiiddn_n'  in  a  (hiinty. 
half-famished  way.  tlie  eUK'-  east  fic(|Uent  and 
euiioiis  <danees  at  hiin.  A  t lansfoi'inalion  had 
eertaiidy  lieen  ef'feete(l  in  the  lad.  lie  was  no 
lonL;er  l)Uiiei|  in  unha|t|iy  lesei'NC.  His  face 
was  L^louinL:'-  and  lu;  htoked  often  and  fear- 
lessly  at  his  eoni[)aiiion.  and  smiled,  as  if  sonu,* 
of  the  affection  tiiat  he  fell  for  his  adojiled 
mother  was  sIumI  npon  e\ery  one  that  had 
come   within   the  circle  of  her  inllucnce. 

When  they  steamed  into  \ew  York  Ilaihoi'. 
the  cure  e-azed  ahoiil  him  in  wonder  and  ad- 
miration. ICuLi'eiie.  jihni'jfecl  in  a  delieioiis 
rcvery,  took  no  notice  of  the  lofiy  buildings. 
the  crowded  wharves,  and  the  maze  of  shi])- 
ping.  hut  stood  elose  to  the  cure,  and  staled 
directly  in  front  of  him  in  intense  abstraction 
of  nnnd. 
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Aftt'f    ihcy   l.linlr.l,  lliry    liail   sever.''    Iinlirs   of 

tiiesi.iiie  (jiu'st.  —  tirst  ill  search  (.f  the  steuiner 
lli.it  WHS  to  tak»'  tlie  eiiie  to  llavie.  then  to  liiid 
a  lailwiiy  station  IVoni  whieh  Kui^cne  eoiihi 
!)«•  sent  hack  to  IJostoii.  'I'he  .hcaniy  lio\'  and 
the  foreit,'!!  man  were  (Hrcuted  and  intorine(h 
and  redirected  and  reinforiiied  :  and  -Minie  liours 
ehipsed  l)ef'ore  tlie  enr«'  had  <h'|M.>ited  his  ha-^-- 
on  tlie  steamer,  and  had  linally  and  ivjuatedlv 
been  assured  that  iht;  trains  fioni  the  stalioii  in 
\vhi(di  lie  was  then  standin^^  eertainlv  did  inn 
to  l»()st(»n,  and  eeitainly  would  (air\'  the  hov 
there  as  speedily  as  steam  coiild   take  him. 

"(to  in.  litth'  one  —  into  the  eaiiia^e  and 
take  thy  seat.''  .said  the  enie  in  an  aL;'on\-  of 
excitement.  -Ohl  iieser  did  I  see  mkIi  a  j.lac(; 
a.s.this  city.  My  head  spins;  it  is  worse  than 
Paris  :  *' 

"I  will  go  in."  said  ICiii^ene  :  -hut  tirst  voiir 
blessing,  monsieur  le  cure:  for  I  ii(»  longer 
hate  tlie  priesthood,  and  say  if  you  will  that 
you  do  not  blame  i 


lie 


The   eure    suddenly   became    calm.      A 
gelie  smile  overspread  his  face ;  and  as  E 
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lii'L-w  his  cup  IVniti  IiJn  IickiI.  till'  tiiidi  hiiil  liis 
iiiiiids  on  his  siiiuoth  <luil\  h;iit,  utiil  shiwl}' 
pniliolliiird    :i    hh-ssilij^. 

"All  ti'tiii  ./«■  /h'iii."  I'Ax^i'Wv  tmmiinit'd  iiftcr 
liiiii  :  thru  III-  tliiiiH^  hinisv'ir  in  thr  cniv's  aims, 
:inil   cwil)!'!!!-!-!!    Iiini   hriiitily. 

'  Wu  shall  tni'fl  aj>:ain.  little  (Hif.**  .Mii»l  tin* 
eurts  "  \vi' sliall  meet  ai^aiii :  "  and  tin-  last  ultjci  t 
tliat  thi'  Ixty's  ryes  !i'stc(|  nn  as  his  train  [)iill«'d 
sh)wly  otit  III  liic  station  was  the  tall  IdacU 
liniiiT  ol  tlicjiiirsi  .siandiiiL;  a  little  hack  iVoni 
the  eiowd.  his  Mark  hat  in  his  hiind.  his  linger 
|Mtiiitiiin-  soleniiily  iijiward  from  the  noise  and 
hahel   of   the  city. 

Kiij^'t'iie  sat  very  tiuict  and  still  in  his  seat. 
His  heait  was  sole  at  the  paitini''  ffoni  the  ciiit', 
whieh  was  like  the  snappini^-  of  the  last  link 
that  hound  him  to  \\'.-  native  land:  and  yet 
it    was  siiiLiinL^'  like   a    i);rd   at    the    [)ios[»t'el    of 


his  speedy  reunion  vuUi  his  fosti'r-j»arents.      \\ 
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closed    his     li;i|>|t\'    cv 
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and    111    a    very    tew 
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liiiutes  he  had  fiilleii  sound  asleep,  with  a 
smile  on  liis  face  that  iikkU'  every  passer-by 
look  at  liim  in  amusement. 
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;I'«"<vnt   tin,..s   in    |.is  lif..  ,,,.,„    ,„,,„^    ,„,„,^,^^ 

'"    ''•'■"**   ^^''"'•'   '"•   'l"'t.-   ;.I.I..   ,.,  |.„.|,    ,,„,    ,■,,, 

'""•'""■""   "•^•'•I'i"-  tl...  n,v  il,;„  |,;,.|   I „   ,,i, 

'""""    '■•"•   -    M.i.nv    M...,„I.s.      If..  ,,,,„,,,    ,,,,^,^. 

'"■•■"    """■"  '•••"viM.-.I   ..!•  ,I,is    |,,h|  I,..  ,,,,,    „... 

'■"'''""    ^^■">'   '"    ^^ ''■'■''    ""•  '"'.v   sIi,.|H"l    l..'lu....n 
^''"  ""-'"-.^  "'"   f'-!'l-  ^^l..•..   !..■   i..;„.|.,..|    |;„M.,n 
H.'t'.nk   :,  short    nn    to  tl...  st.v.t  n.ni.T  u  l...,v 
'"'  ^^■"••'•'   ""•'  =^  <''n'.  :....!   in  :.   v.mt  .sI.o,,   ,in„. 

'"^"•^"^'"^'"•'""^' ''-i'v.l  on.  iVom  a  MMM,. 

'"■'■  """   ^^■"'■"  "Pl'-arl.in,-.      If,,  spnu.,-  on   it 
'""'   ^'"^    '"""'•  '^^^■'■'tly   =nv."y   tVon,    tin.   stn-Hs 

^"^"'^"'    ^''"   '"'•.^•<'    P="l<   ^^l.i<•l.    I.a.l    I ,„..    H,,. 

deuivst  spot  on  raiili  t..  I,ini. 

Soon    I.e    suu-   against    tl...    uvstem    skv    tlu- 
tall  strai-I.t   poplars  <,f  tli.  lio.vlston-stivi.t  m- 
tniiMTjamlsprinninir  f,,,n,tiu.  .a.asi,  .i,.,,,..,,! 
on   a  <•..,,,.,•,  1„.   ,an.  for  la-  nas  ,00   n.......   a-i- 

tat.Ml  io  walk,  in   tl..  .Ii,v,,.on  of  tl,,.  ,.o„a<r.. 


Ah,  that 


Nvoman.  that   woman. 
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peating  to  hinisHf;  -.hut  shr  uill    I.,,   ohi.I 
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see  me. 
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»<>uoh    it    was    quite   daik.    tl 


liglits  in   the  wind 
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"She  i.s  iil)sciit.""  lit'  s;ii<l  :  "but  I  will  not 
f^TJi'vc.   i'oi'  sIk'  will   letuiii."' 

lie  huriicd  ii[)  the  iriiidcii-jiiitli.  and  tried  to 
turn  the  liiindlr  <tf  the  frctiit  door.  "Ah,  it  is 
locked  —  the  l)iU'k  one  also.  I  >su]>})Ose  ; ''  an«l 
he  trotted  eheeri'ully  to  the  reai"  of  the  house. 

"  They  are  aw^ay,""  he  said,  when  lu^  found 
lie  eould  not  rraiii  enti'anee  theie  :  "and  some 
hoys  would  he  afraid.  I  shall  not  be:"'  and  lu) 
lifted  his  face  up  j)ioudly  to  the  overcast  sky* 
"not  even  if  they  stay  all  nii^dit.  I  will  look 
into  my  ehanuing  room  : "'  and  he  shaded  his 
eyes  Avith  his  hands,  and  peered  into  one  of 
the  back  rooms  on  tlie  uround  lloor.  Tlicn 
lie  tried  to  raise  the  window  with  his  liand. 
"Why.  it  is  oj)en.'"  he  said  <lelij;htedly ;  "I 
can  get  in.  Why  did  that  woman  leave  open 
this  window  ?  *' 

Eucrene  crawled  in.  and  walked  throucfh  the 
house  seekincj  matches,  and  liolitino-  tlie  iras 
everywhere  he  went  to  make  the  rooms  cheer- 
ful for  the  return  of  the  sergeant  and  his 
wife.  Iloweve)'.  they  did  not  aiipear,  though 
seven    o'clock    came,    then    eight,    and     finally 
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nine.     Only  tlic   tu-o    .-ats  ,.a,„e  liojne,  sj^rii.j, 
inn-  in  tiiroH-li  tin-  o|k,.ii   v/iii.I..\v,  and  -noting 
Inni   witli  (l('ninr<!  expressions  of  pleasure. 

Tlio  l)()y  Ted  and  caressed  them  :  and  then, 
fulh.Nved  hy  the  pair  who  were  in  a  state  ef 
silent  satisfa-tiun.  h,-  sat  down  l,y  his  window, 
""•i  lestino-  l.is  ,.l|„„vs  on  the  window-sill, 
1""1«mI  out  across  the  o.arden  into  the  street. 
It  was  very  .,uiet.  The  llardys  had  no  n.'ar 
neighb(,rs,  ainl  only  at  raiv  intervi.js  did  any- 
one ].;iss,  yet  Kugeiie  was  not   afraid. 

-  I  iini  happy  —  happy,"'  l,e  murmured,  press- 
ing his  faee  against  the  tortoisesludl  far  of  one 
"'■  iIh!  cats.  '•[  cannot  he  lon(dy  uidcss  she 
•sti.ys  a  long,  long  time.  Prohahly  they  are  to 
remain  all  night.  It  nuist  he  a  visit  to  the 
aunt.  Come  in,  pussy.  I  nuist  elose  the  win- 
dow,  foi   it  is  eold." 

The  cat,  however,  did  not  wish  him  ,  ,doso 
It.  With  sy,n].toms  of  great  ex.-itemci.t  she 
nibbed  herself  ba<.'k  aiid  forth  against  his 
arms,  and  aeted  as  if  she  were  Hying  to  at- 
tract his  attention  to  tlie  other  eat.  who  had 
sprung  boldly  out  on  one  of  tla;  tlowei-beds. 


200 


77//-;  A'/.w;  or  I  in-:  i'Juk. 


:Hif  I 


Kuc^enc  phuHMl  oik'  liaiid  on  tin'  wn'inlow- 
sill,  ;iii(l  jmiiptMl  out  iiftci  lior,  "  What  is  tlie 
nnittcr.   Dodo?  '"  ho  said. 

The  iii<'lit  was  vt'iy  dark,  and  it  liad  ])efirun 
to  rain.  Tlsi'  I'h'ctric  li^^lit,  howcxcr,  shone 
on  tliis  jiart  of  tlie  "^-ardcn,  and  he  could  see  a 
small  dark  creature  niovinQ:  slowlv  aloni"-  the 
t'eiiee. 

"That  must  he  one  ot"  the  park  cats."  said 
EuGfeiie  —  '•  not  the  kino-,  for  there  is  no  while 
on  it.  Why,  it  is  his  cham.  What  are  you 
doinL*"  here,  S(inirrel,  and  why  do  vou  move  so 
slowly  ?  " 

With  a  sharp  almost  human  ciy  of  pain,  tlie 
little  dark  animal  ilio[)ped  from  the  fence  to 
the  ground. 

*•  What  is  wi'ong-  with  you  ?  "'  said  Eugene 
as  he   walked  along  beside  him. 

The  (;at  paused  an  instant  to  give  him  a 
look  of  recognition,  then,  with  a  [)iteous  mew, 
continued  his  journey  to  the  house.  On  reach- 
iup-  I^uuene's  window  the  animal  lifted  his 
head  heseechingly. 

"Thou   wishest   to  go    in,    small    [)ark    cat," 


THAT    iro.l/.LV. 
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sai.l  F.u.nreiio,  (lropi,i„n;  i„to  Frencli  :  -xvll, 
•-i'liiig  Inr  it.  I  permit  tliee,  liiougli  it  is  late 
for  a  •■all/' 

The  cat  o-atliered  his  limhs  together,  and, 
with  s.,iu,.t]iii.,<r  l»et\veeii  a  mew  of  gratitude 
:>"•!  a  Willi  of  pain,  managed  to  attain  to  the 
windowdedge. 

-Why,  tliou  ait  hh'e.ling,"  said  I^igene  in 
<lismay,  as  li,>  noticed  led  drops  ,,n  the  light 
wood.  -Unfortunate  animal,  liave  the  dogs 
been  at  thee?"  and  he  liurried  in  after  the 
cat,  f^iid  bent  over  liim  as  he  hiy  on  the  lloor 
exlausted  hy  his  journey  to  tlie  house. 

The  cat  did  not  resent  the  touch  of  his 
gentle  tingevs ;  and  Eugene  soon  discovered 
ilu:'  extent  of  his  injuries,  and  made  a  bandage 
to  hold  together  the  t<.rn  skin.  Immediat.dy, 
'lowever,  on  being  released.  Squirrel  signitit-.l 
I'is  wisli  to  leave  the  roon).  Kugei.e  opened 
t)i<_>  door,  and  followed  him  out  through  the 
hall   to  Mrs.  Hardy's  room. 

''Is  not  this  devotion:*"  exclaimed  the  hoy, 
throwing  out  his  hands  with  a  gesture  of  ad- 
miration.     -Sick    and    wounded,    and    appar- 


:im 


Tin-:  Kisa  of  the  1'M;k. 
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ently  al)ont  to  dif.  llic  t'aitlit'ul  creature  would 
be  ill  llie  lioiiic  of  his  mistress.  Poor  pussy, 
I  eoui[iassioiiiit('  thee:"'  ami  slippiiic:;'  oiY  his 
jacket  tli(!  l)oy  hiid  it  on  ilic  hed,  and  lifted 
the  cat  «       i*^. 

"'riiy  M.  ;s  is  away.  I  do  not  Iciuiw 
Avheii  slu!  will  rctnni,"  he  said,  leanin^^  over 
the  suffering  crf'ature,  and  sjteakinj^  in  ex- 
quisitely soft  and  sympatlietic  tones;  "hut  if 
she  were  here  she  wonld  stroke  thv  mano-letl 
fur,  and  sav  kmdlv,  "Conrane.  little  eat,  thy 
suffei'iniL;'s  will  soon  hi-  ovei:'  and  for  liei'  sake 
J  put  uiv  hand  on  thv  hc;id.  and  I  will  sit  1)V 
tliee  till  thou  art  no  moie.  Perhaps,  thongh, 
thou  wouldst  like  some  milk  :  "  and  he  ran 
quickly  to  the  kitchen,  and  brought  l)ack  some 
cream  in  a  saucer. 

The  dying  eat  refused  to  take  it  ;  so  the 
boy  smeared  some  on  his  lips,  and  then  con- 
tinued ills  compassionate  sentences.  Occasion- 
ally, in  response  to  liis  re'uarks  to  the  effect 
that  death  overtakes  all,  that  there  is  but  one 
lot  for  king,  pauper,  or  (hnnb  ])east,  the  animal 
would   return   a  plaintive   mew.      At  last  the 
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unfoitimate  Squinvr.s  sufTrrinrvs  wore  ..ver. 
lie  gave  one  gasp,  like  a  dying  cliil,!,  ihe„ 
lay  quite  still. 

'•I  cannot  ery,  littk-  eiit,"  .said  Eugene 
softly,  wrapping  tLe  coat  arou.id  liini, ''and 
tiptoeing  his  way  hack  to  his  room  ;  ••  hut  I, 
nevertheless,  grieve  for  ihr,-.  Nou-  what  is 
to  be  done'/  Tliat  d.-ar  woman  evidently  <h)es 
not  return  to-night;*"  and  he  shivered,  and 
glance.l  over  his  shoulder.  -  [  am  not  afrai.I, 
and  yd  the  house  is  desolate." 

For  some  time  I  e  stood  with  his  head  on 
his  breast,  then  he  raised  it  with  a  sudden 
air  of  deeision.  "I  will  go  to  see  the  kin-. 
He,  too,  will  he  sorrowing  on  account  of  the 
absence  of  his  friend."" 

He  buttoned  round  him  a  warm  overcoat, 
put  out  the  light  in  his  room,  and  shut  in  it 
the  two  old  cats  who  had  ])een  mewing  di>. 
mally  about  him  ever  sinee  their  suffering 
comrade  had  arrived.  Then,  carrying  th" 
body  of  the  unlucky  Stpiirrel  in  his  arms,  he 
wended  his  way  to  tlu«   park. 

King    Boozy    was   watching,  and    not   slee^)- 


1    li 
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I 


n 


lilO 
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iii<j'.       .Ml    tliiou<'li    tilt'   cNfiiiii'''    lie    had    Itci'ii 

r^  ~  ~ 

uaiMU'i'iiit,^  to  and  tro  under  tlie  trees,  await- 
in<(  ilic  arrival  of  ilic  absent  S(piirrel  liefcue 
lie  could  go  to  sleep.  On  account  of  tlie 
darkness  and  rain  n^  tlic  nin'lit  not  many  per- 
sons ])assed  llirongli  the  jiark  :  and  of  those 
who  took  the  A\alk  nndei'  the  po])lai's  not  one 
su>-pe(tt'd  the  eager  scrutiny  of  the  pair  of 
t.     the  little  animal  croucliinL'' 


e\'es    ItclonLi'l  .1' 


beneath  the  leaves  —  not  one  but  Eugene. 
He  knew  that  the  cat  was  there,  and  whistled 
softly  to  him. 

The  king  was  at  his  side  in  an  instant, 
and  there  was  no  need  for  Eugene  to  tell  him 
what  had  liappened.  He  knew  at  once,  and 
in  dumb  sorrow  trotted  beside  the  boy  to  his 
home   in  the  underbrush. 

"There  he  is.  I>oo/.y.""  said  Eugene,  laying 
the  cat  carefiUly  on  the  ground,  and  spread- 
ing open  the  coat.  "  I  thought  it  better  for 
thee  to  know.  Thou  wilt  not  cry?  No,  that 
is  a  i^ood,  sensible  cat." 

The  king  crept  close  to  his  dead  friend,  and 
examined  him  closely  and  affectionately,  paus- 
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ing  every   few   miiiiites    to  look    iq,  at    Kiiufiie 
as   if  to  siiy,   "Will   he   not   revive-'/"" 

Tlie    boy    bent    over    Iiini    in    tlie     diukness. 
'^No,   lioozy."  lu'    said,   "tliou  eaiist    not   biin_<r 
liini    back.      I'ooi-    little   cat.    lie   has    lived    his 
day,  and   dotr.s   or  erntd  boys   have    killed    him. 
And  now  I  must  leturn   to  the  lu.use.  foi'  it   is 
chilly    here,   but    lirsL    I    must    tell    thee    some- 
thing:" and   he  caught   tht;  ei'  ature  to   him   in 
u  tumult  of  affection.     -  Listen,  till  I  tell  thee 
that  I  have  been    away,  and  that  I    have  come 
back  a   new    l)oy.     I    do    not    know    what    lias 
caused  the  change  in  me;   but  my  lieart  feels 
no  longer  hard   and  cold,  but   soft,  (piite  soft, 
like  thy  fur.      I    do   jiot   believe  all    that   these 
grown    people    tell    me;     but    I    believe    many 
things,  and    I   think   that   having    lived   lonf^er 
they  may   know  a    little   nioii;    than    1    do.     I 
must  be  i)atient  and   learn:   and   that   woman, 
that  woman  —  I  love  her,  and  she  shall   be  my 
mother  I      Ah.  Boozy,"   and    the    boy   spiaii^'  to 
his  feet,  and  lifted  his  eaj)  reveiently  fioiu  his 
head,  "I  shall  l)e  a   son    to   her.     I  shall  stay 
in  this  new,  free  country  as  long  as  she  lives. 


'.I' 
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Sill'  savs  that  I  iiiii>t  not  liatc  Kn'rlaiul.  iiiid  I 
will  iiol  lial(;  il.  Slu'  .says  that  I  must  ciHluri' 
tlio  I'cpuhlic  ill  l''raii(i'.  and  I  will  <1()  llial. 
It  slu!  will  i^iiidc  nif  I  will  follow  licr,  n(»w 
that  1  know  that  women  arc  i^ood  and  do  not 
dfccivi'.  My  hc'loNcd  L,niin(ll'atln'r  did  not  uii- 
dorsliind.  He  did  not  know  the  siMt^cant's 
wife.  j\i(  rcmlr,  little  cat:  I  must  i^'o  haek  to 
the  house  lest  slie  possihly  arii\('  and  liiid  lue 
idjseiit.      Wilt   thou  come  witli  me?" 

No.  the  eat  did  ii(»l  wish  to  iieeompany  liim. 
(poll  heiiij*'  released  from  luiufene's  arms  he 
<re[)t  to  the  coat,  and  the  last  ci'limpse  that 
the  hoy  hud  of  him  as  he  reluctantly  went 
away  was  of  the  kinL,*"  sittiiitji'  in  dig-nified  soi- 
row  beside  the  hodv  of  his  friend. 


THE  liKTt'UN. 
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r>N    lilt'    L'VtMiiiio'    that     Kii« 


:«'iu'    left    IJostoii. 


Ml    illUlDIIII- 


Mi's.   Hardy   had    rccfivcil    a   tcloriji 
ciiig  the  serious  illness  oF  h.M'  aunt;  and  ace 
panied   hy   jier   hiishand    she    had    at 
her  Jionie  to  m)  and  see  her.     Tl 


once 


oni- 
h'ft 


icy   were  away 
V  on   the   nioin- 


u  day  and  two  niglits,  and  earl 

iiig  of  tlie  next  day  they  returned   home. 


They 


were  a  very  quiet  eouple  as  thev  drew 


near    the    cotta<re 


It   seems    as   if 


Ut' 


had 


been  to  a  funeral,"  said  tiie    sergeant   liio-ul 
ously,  ''though  it  looks  n 


)ri- 


ow   as   if   vour  aunt 


in 


ight  get   well.     I   wish   that   vou    had 
seen  that  boy,  Bess.      We  have  got  to  miss  1 
tremendously  about  tlie  house." 


never 


nm 


I    believe    vou   feel    worse   about    I 


us   !j|"oin<'" 


now 


away  than  I  do,"  said  Mrs.   Ilartlv.     -I  k 

I  just  know,  Steplien,  that  he  will  eome  back. 

He    isn't    fitted    for    that    narrow   French    life 


»'.  ■'1 


'Jll 
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iiixl  you  ixuow  he  lias  hccii  linui^'lit  up  tn  <le- 
sjiis«»  jtricsts.  Now,  if  lie  li.id  lu'en  J^'oinj,'  to  a 
city  like  \\\\<.  or  to  any  oiic  that  liked  him  "  — 
"Oh  I  he'll  •'•et  used  \n  it,"  saiil  the  s('r«;eaiit, 
'*a!ul  hovs  toijret." 

oint!  hoys  do    -  Ku'^'eiie  wont."  said  Mrs. 
••  I    know    him    heltei'    than    you    do. 


'•  S 
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II(I\' 
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Sleiihen. 


While  they  weic  talkinu'.  their  eal>  stopped 
in  I'lonl  ot  their  own  door.  'I  he  sei<jf<'«t'it  ifot 
out  lirst,  and  taking'  a  key  from  his  j»oeket  lie 
inseited  it  in  the  hn'k.  Aflei'  he  had  swuii*^ 
open  the  door,  and  let  his  wife  pass  in,  he 
sauiiteM't'd  .irouiul  the  Ljarden.  eairyiii^,^  (tn  a 
half-j^-rowlint^  solihujuy  with  himself,  lie  was 
slightly  out  of  teiHpei',  and  he  did  not  know 
hat   he  wanted. 


w 


The  clouds  of  the  nitrht  had  all  hlowii  iiwav 


and  the  morniny  was  hiit^hl  and  cheerful.  'Jhe 
fi-ost  that  for  some  days  had  held  the  garden- 
heels  in  its  grasp  had  relaxed,  and  they  wei(3 
now  soft  and  muddy. 

''Hello,'   said    the   sergeant,   suddeidy   jiaus- 


in<:  HI   ins  waiK 


Ik 


>me  ^•ounir  lascal   lias  bee 


11 


'/■///•;  nirrciix. 


lil.'j 


tnimpiiio^  ovtT  tlii>    in,irii,rol.i-l).M|    |,v    !•; 
window  —  just  al».»itt   tli 


ii<^t'nt'  s 


>^y/>'   <>l    ins    t'dot    ti 


W'liy,  what's  that 


iiid   111'   wiiiikh'd   lii 


•)r«)\vs  as  his  cyi's  t'.'ii  on  th.-  l.|o<,d. 


s    »?vt' 


Stains  on  th»? 


M 


II. 


Tlit'iv's    sornt'tliin«;    \vron<,'    lieiv.       MI 


investiirato. 


If    I 


ni    not    a    had   'nit'sscr  sonn 


«'ii»'   lias  hoon   cfctlin^r  in   tlii>  window.     I   t..Id 


Hl'.ss  sill!  onj^ht  not   to  I. 


avc  it  o|»rn  ;   hnt  sin 


wcaild    d,,    it,    iind    sIh-    didn't    expect   the    hoy 
to  (-onie   hack  cither.     .lust  a  wuniun's  foolish- 


ne? 


Uc    strode    (niietly    up    to    the    wind 


tried   to   look   in.     The  hiind   was   d 


(»w,  and 


own   so   he 


could 


ii<)t  do  it:   therefore  he  put  his  hand 


S   (111 


le  put   it 
expres- 


the  sash,  and  softly  raised  it. 

More  softly  than  he  had  raised  it  I 
down,  and  his  amazed  and  diseontented 
sion  vanished  instantaiu'ou.sly.  His  lips  fonnrd 
tiiemselves  into  an  exelaniation  of  snrpiise  ;  and 
utterino-  a  long-,  l„^v  whistle,  he  idnd)l  ,,/ked 
his  way  over  the  muddy  [)aths  hack  to  the  front 
•  »f  the  house. 

"  IleUo,  Hess  dear,"  he  said,  salutincr  her  with 
an   affectionate    tap   on    the   .should 


or    as    siie 


•Jir. 
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\vhisl<i'<l  into  vi«;w  with  a  «liistt'r  in   lin    liand, 
"vnu'rc  ilu!  |ir<'tti('st  \v«>iii;iii    I   v\v\  saw.'* 


Stci.l 


jiinii.  an*  you   fiazy  .      snc   sai< 


il    rati 


icr 


jx'tlislily  ;  "an«l  uliy  didiTl  you  wipe  your  fet't? 
Vdii   iiic  t  raclviii;^^   U|t  my  clean   liall."' 

'•  Vou'io  out  of  sorts,  llfss  ;  you  lind  llic 
iicu.sc   ionj'ly  wiihoul  \\w   l>oy." 

She  liunLT   her    head   witlioMt   spcakinj^'.     Slio 


had   startcil   mit    \vi 


th    t! 


w  intt'ntion  of  U-ariiiir 


her  htss  hravt'iv  uhilr   it    sliouhl   hist,  and   si 


lU 


w 


as  not  yt'l   williui,'  to  <4'ivi'  in. 


Ih 


C'MIV 


I'm    ininj^MT.  '  said    the  ser_i,''eant   unexpect- 
:  ••cant    I   liave  some  more  l)reakfast  ?  ' 

III  a  trice  hei-  wliite  liead  \\'as  liehl  up  a^Min. 

Wiiy.  Steplien,  you  liad  your  breakfast  at  tlie 


railwav  station. 


Well, 


suppose 


I    did 


can 


't    I    1 


lave   some 


more 


"  Oil !  eertainly,  if  you  wish  it."  she  returned, 
eying  him  in  a  kind  of  uneasy  surprise  ;  ''but 
you  ate  so  much.'' 

•"■It's  pretty  hai'd  if  a  man  ean't  liave  all  ho 


wants  to  eat  \\\  his  own  house,     said  the  sei 
geant,  and  then  he  began  to  sing,  — 
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•'    I    .iMlf    yet    "(.III    lip. 

I  riiM'f  irrt  \>m  up. 
I  <'airi  \ivi  •.Mil   up  jti  tii«>   iiiui't 
I  oairi  \iv\  \'u\  lip. 


ling. 


r 


•ail  r  lift  'iMM  up, 


1  lan't  p't    rm  up  ;it  ;ill. 


Mrs.  Iliiidy  stiuvd  at  liiin.    Sl.r  .li,|  not  in  tl 


least  uiiderstimd  this  mi. 1. 1 


10 


fll  jnciliillitN-  ul"  liioo.l. 


The  .ser«,'uiuit,  iiothiiii;'  <iiiiiiit.(l  l.\  1 


sion.    iiih)\v('(l    Iiis    spirits    i 
liiglicr,  and  coiitiiiiud,  — 


K'C  fxprcs- 


I    nsu 


iii'-i 


H'l-      ilJK 


I 


Th 


The 


Tl 


•'  niplaiii's   woiM'  (hail  tli.-   .s«'i;,'»'anl 


stTKeaiil's   wt.is,     iliaii   'li.-  coipial; 
K-  forp'rars    \v«.rs.'  ihaii    ili.>    private- 


liiit   the   major's   tli 


•  '   woist    of    all. 


St 


<'I'iit'n,"'    said    Mis.    Ilaidy    tcai  fully,   -  I 


don't  tiiiuk  it's  kind  ,.|" 


ynii   i(.  siiio-  that. 


Why  not,  my  dear/   why  not? 
Because — you   know   \\  1 
Hecause   I   iisod    ti 


'}• 


>   snio-   It   cvciv   inornlniT 


when    the    hoy   was    iieie.       Well,    I 

to  remind  you  of  him,   to  keep   you  from   Un- 

getting,   as  it  were.     You  think   1 

back,  don't  you?" 

"\e-e-s,"    and    she    reiuetantly    uttered    the 


jiist    want 


le  IS  eonuno' 


hi   I 


U  I 


L  '>.■ 


:Uj. 


m\.  i 

iff  111 


•21  s 
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wold;  ••but,  (>  SU'[ilit.'ii  !  I  (It)irt  winit  to 
wait."' 

•'  It  isn't  nucessiuy  You  slia'ii't  wait,"  vocif- 
cnitcd  tlui  scijL^cant,  roainiiig  al)()Ut  the  room. 

Mis.  Ilaid.y  was  just  about  to  losr  lu-r  coni- 
posuit',  and  throw  ht-rsi'lt'  niiscnil)lv  into  a 
cliair;  l)Ul  at  liis  words  ii  pu/./.U'ds  almost  fcar- 
tnl.  i'Xjircssion  canu'  over  hi'r  face,  and  in 
ticnodous  Iiastc  she  hurried  to  the  [)antry, 
and  onsied  lu-rscll'  in  prepai  iiij;'  tiie  extra 
meal   tliat    he   liad   demanded. 

"His  ^randfatiiei'  died  in  ii  lunatic  asylum," 
.she  mnrinured.  as  la-r  shaking  juind  dropped 
tea  instead  of  eofi'ee  into  the  eoiYee-}>ot.  ''Is 
it  possible  tliat  ins  mind  is  <'ettino-  affeeted  ? 
He  .sha'n'l  he  vMiriied  into  it,  anyway.  '  she 
went  on.  br;ively  dasliing  aside  a  tear;  and 
her  (uiii'ers  fairlv  lU-,w,  as  she  eut  slices  of 
cold  meat  and  buttered  some  rolls.  '••  He 
sliall   have   what    he  wants.'" 

In  a  very  few  minutes  the  sero'eant  mms 
bidden  to  sent  himself  before  ins  second  break- 
fast. '••Now  call  the  boy,"  he  exclaimed,  "as 
von  alwa\s  do  before  we  get  seated." 


TiiK  i,'i:iii;x. 


l'1!> 


'•  My  dear  Imshaiid.  let  us  not  ivfer  to 
Iiim,"  .said  Mrs.  JIanh'  very  slowly  and  sootii- 
inn-ly  ;     "don't  you  know  lie  is  not  here'/"' 

"Let's  o(.  through  the  form,  ajiyway,"  said 
tlie  sergeant,  smiting  the  table  until  the  dishes 
rattled.  "  Let's  go  througii  with  it  for  the 
sake  of  old  times  and  the  limes  that  are  to 
come  ;  "  and  leaping  up  lie  took  her  hand  in 
ills,  and  jogged  merrily  down  the  hall. 

"I'll  go  with  you,  Stephen,"  said  his  wife, 
with  quiet  yt't  iiiei'easing  uneasiness;  "hut 
don't  hurry,  there's  plenty   of  time." 

"Yes,  there's  plenty  of  time,"  whispei'ed 
her  husband,  and  to  her  further  anxiety  he 
became  mysterious  and  subdued:  -hush,  now, 
if  lie  was  here  we  might  wake  him ;  "  and  he 
tiptoed  cautiously  into  the  room. 

Mrs.  Hardy  kei)t  elose  to  his  side,  h-r 
troubled  attention  riveted  on  him,  until  she 
stumbled  over  a  pai'-  of  muddy   boots. 

Then  she  lifted  up  her  eyes.  There  on  the 
back  of  a  ehair  was  a  eoat  with  brass  but- 
tons, and  there  in  the  white  bed  was  a  sleep- 
ing boy. 
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THE  KINii    OF   Tin:   I'AliK. 


With  a  cry  like  tliiit  of  a  nK)tl)t'i'-l)ir(]  kept 
from  licr  young  sliu   llow  to  the   1)l'(1,  und  the 
released  and  misunderstood  .sergeant  now  left 
to  his  own  devices  ca^jcred  clumsily  about  t^  i 
room. 

When  Eugene  wakt'd  from  sleep,  and  saw 
the  white  head  and  eager  face  of  his  adopted 
mother  bending  over  liini.  liis  first  drowsy  ex- 
clamations were  in  Frencli  :  then  he  broke 
into  English.  "  Mrs.  Hardy.''  he  ei'ied,  "I 
was  dreaming  of  you : "'  and  he  raised  liimself, 
and   threw  his  arms  around   her  neck. 

The  sei'geant  heard  his  wife's  exclamation, 
''Mv  treasure!  i  knew  you  would  come  back.'' 
And  he  also  heaid  Eiigene's  clear,  ringing 
sentence,  "  ^Motlier  I  mother!  I  have  not  said 
it  before,  exce])t  to  tlie  king  of  the  park,  but 
I  will  call  you  tliat  now  to  all  the  M^orld !  " 
At  this  latter  assurance  the  sergeant's  ca- 
pering ceased,  and  he  walked  soberly  to  the 
window. 

''  Bother  these  women,  they  ar^  always  cry- 
inof/*  he  observed  with  what  he  meant  to  be 
an   infinity  of  pity  and  indulgence.     Then  he 
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drew  his  handkerchief  from  his  pocket,  and 
gently  touclied  up  tlie  corners  of  his  v\\^r^.  A 
minute  hiter  lie  was  just  about  to  turn  ar.nind, 
when  he  found  it  necessary  to  go  through  t!ie 
same  operation  again.     For  a  numher  of  times 


his  handkerchief  went   from  1 


lis    pocket  to  lii.- 


e 


yes,  until   he   said  with   impatience,   "1   don't 


care  if  they  do  see 


nie 


and  marched  to  tl 


ic 


bed. 


Son,"'    he 


you  back. 


remarked,    ''I    am    o-lad    to 


see 


]t 


ugene  was  sitting  up   in  the   bed,  lookin 


(^T 


ever    in    Ids    wliite    nioht 


"•own. 


slimmer   than 

"Will  you  take  me  for  your  child?"  he  asked 

wistfully.      '.  If  you   will,  thouoh   I  am  but  a 


muper,  I  shall  feel  lik 


ive  a  j)nnce. 


We'll  take  you,"  said  tl 


le  sergeant,  winkino- 


apidiy,  ^'  prince   or   pauper   or    \\hatever   you 


like  to  be 


(( 


I 


w 


>aid  Eusrene 


as  never  happy  until  I  came  to  y 


on. 


away  from  you  —  I  feel  tl 


md    I   shall     never    be    ha2)])y 


lat. 


B 


that 


oy,"  said  the  sergeant,  '•  it  isn't  your  fault 
you  were  a  bit  cantankerous.     You  were 


ill 
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bioiiglit  Up  wrong.  I  woiidor  ihu  Lord  lets 
some  pL'0|il(j  liave  (.'liildieii.  Tliey  don't  know 
liow  to  train  'em,  and  yet  it's  a  hard  thing  lo 
do.  I  liear  a  hit  of  talk  nowadays  al)0ut  the 
perfeetihility  of  human  natuii'.  Itul  I  don't  see 
niueh  of  it  in  my  profession.     Sliow  me  a  baby 


I 


)oy,  an( 


I  1 


'ly 


ti 


lere  s  n 


bad 


f)nt' 


SI 


low  me  a 


l)aby  girl,  and  I   say   tlierc 


's  one  not  quite  so 
Inid.  They've  got  to  be  (bilU'd.  Jiefore  I  got 
to  be  as  ijfood  even  as  I  am  now,  mv  old  father 
had  to  wallo[)  me,  and  my  mother  bad  to  pray 
and  ery  over  me  wilhout  eeasing.  We're  born 
bad  — that's  my  doctrine:  and  we're  put  bere  to 
improve  our  natures,  so  that  we  may  be  lit  to 


1 


oth 


ive  m  anoliier  woi 


•Id  1 


ly  ar 


d  by 


"I  like  those  woids,"  said  Eucrene  tbou^dit- 
fully;  "and  I  believe  them  now,  tbougb  onee 
I  would  not  bave  tliou2:ht  tbere  was  trutb  in 


tl 


lem. 


"I  guess  tbey're  sound,"  said  the  sergeant; 
"and  tliough  we're  not  perfect,  wife  and  1, 
we'll  try  to  teach  you  a  few  good   tilings." 

''  Oh !  I  bave  so  nnich  to  tell  you,''  said  Eu- 
gene, kissing  ^Nlrs.  Ibirdy's  hands,  and  folding 
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them  to  his  breast,  " 


so  in 


siiicu   1  left.     I 


ucli.     It  seems  a  _^ 


CiU 


iiiid  how  tlie  pool'  cii 


must    tell    you   „t'   New  York, 


ss. 


••  (iet  up  aud  dre 
'■"ine    outside   -xud    talk    t 
l>reakfast    for   you    tl 


r6  was  disturlH'd." 
said  the  sci-^eaut,  '^uid 


o    us. 


'V 


'>ere  s    some 


tliat,"   and  jjuttino-  Ids  arm 
v.aist  he  di'ew  her  t'r 


i^'ie.        I     looked 


out    for 


uround   his   wif 


e  s 


r 


om  the  room. 


tl 


ve    just    lifteeji   minutes    bei 


le  i)ark,"   he  eried,  "I   I 


ore    I    o-o    U) 


w 


,-ill 


lope  the  little  fellow 


hurry 


He  will,"  said    Mis.    Hardy 


<iod  that  we  have  him  haek 


Oh,   thaid^ 


1^  uo-am 


f  " 


Tl 


tl 


w 


lere's  a  lot  of  comfort  in  child 
lu    sergeant,    -if   you    take    them     tl 


ren. 


sai( 


iiy:   and    J    often 


le     right 
wonder  what    the   state    of 


'"ind  of  real  parents   is   like   when  a   hod 

get  so   fond   of  ehildren   that   <lon"t   belono-  to 


Y  can 


him. 


)nii 


that 


bairn    ni) 


I  Jess,    we'll   try   to   1 
ill    the    right    way.  and    wl 
won-t  feel    that   we've   left  no  one    behind    ns 
in  the  world." 


len    we're    gone    we 


t 


1 1 


i 


i- 
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It  is  yet  ratlier  oiuly  in  tlio  day  to  predict 
Eiigcnu's  future,  as  lu?  lias  only  been  a  lew 
iiiontlis  witli  tlie   Ilaidys. 

He  is  still  a  [)ale,  idegunt  lad  with  courteous 
manners,  and  lie  enjoys  to  llic  lull  the  country 
life  that  the  Ilardys  are  iinw  living;  for  the 
aunt  died  soon  after  his  return,  and  left  to  his 
adopted  parents  a  eonifortable  house  situated 
some  miles  out  of  liosloii. 

The  sergeant  has  resigntMl  from  the  police 
force,  and  the  city  cares   for  the  cat« ;  though 


every  week  the  sergeant  and   hugene 


I  1-: 


ride 


in 


the  former  on  a  statel}'  chestnut  horse,  and  the 
latter  on  a  beautiful  pony,  to  pay  a  visit  to  the 
park,  where  they  arc  eagerly  welcomed  by 
the  king  and  his  subjects. 

On  these  weekly  visits  Eugene  often  calls  on 
the  Mannings,  and  is  rapturously  welcomed  by 
Vii'Cfie:  but  whether  he  m)es  there  or  not,  he 
never  fails  to  seek  the  spot  where  the  bust  of 
John  Boyle  O'Reilly  looks  toward  the  city. 
He  always  remains  before  it  for  a  long  time. 
His  childish  love  for  his  emperor  will  never  die 
away ;  but  it  is  broadening  now,  and  he  is  tak- 


nil-:  HF/rruw 


'2-i:> 


i'iil;  into  his  affect 
<M)iiiitrv. 


ions 


Ihr  J 


icrofs  (»f  ]iis  ado 


Tl 


u'  scmeaiit   iiivaiial.lv   takes   1 


>l»lecl 


liin   a    round 


o 


f   tlie  puhlic  build 


in_L;'s  and  iiioniniieiiis  of   iJ 


10 


city.      Eugene's   fiiee    llaslu's   as   ]„•    follows   tluj 
sergeant's  lead,  and  leins  in  his  hhicl 


l\  poiiN'  near 


on  on  his  horse 


tlie  eolossal  statue  of  Wasliino-t 
or  gazes  at  tlie  nol)le,  manly  Lincoln  slandii  ^ 
over  the    freed   shue.      He   loves   also  the  S„h 
diers'  and  Sailors'  M 


IL"" 


where 


liis    f; 


onunient  on  the  Coninion, 


iivorito    liguie    is    the    Feder.il 


faiitrynian  standinti-  at  ease. 


in- 


Tl 


ic  sergeant  likes  hest  the  figure  of  pe 


lee  on 


tins  nioiiument.  — the  Avoinan  bearing  the  olive- 

bruueli,  and  having  her  eyes  toward  tlu;  South. 

One  day  not  long  ago,  when  tl 


ley  wer(!  stand- 


ino-  before  tl 


n 


s  nionunieut,  Eugene  said.  ••  [  may 
ot  be  a  soldier  when  I  am  grown   u[.:    but  if 


this  country  should  need 
till   I  die. 
-  That 


ine,    I    will  serv 


e   it 


•s   right."   observed   the   sergeant,   "if 


you  are  a  good  honest  citizen,  i-espect 
self  and  the  ricrhts  of  ntl 


mg  your- 


a  clear  record,  you'll  be  d 


lers,  and  trying  to  keep 


oing  as  good  service 


i 


rill-:  Ki\(.  (,y  I  lit:  j>ai:k. 


Ill  the  world  its  if  v(.u  wiir  inumu<r  al.nut  wiih 
a  sword  oi-  u  y-nn  in  your  hand  to  pick  a 
<liiair('l." 

"  liul  siipjuKsc  one  just  //W  to  iiMhi;*  said  tli.^ 
boy  (.ariiostly,  "suppose  one  eoidd  ii.,t  <roi  ,„il 
of  it." 

'^(J.'t  out,  of  ii,  ovt  out  of  it."  said  the  ser- 
geant witli  a  ehuckl(;,  "and  ahvays  get  out  of 
It;  l)ut  if  yuu  can't,  and  just  Intr*'  to  light, 
as  you  say,  then   lio-lu   \vv\L" 
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